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Thursday, the 13th November, 1975

The SPEAKER (Mr Hutchinson) took
the Chair at 11.00 am. and read prayers.

ROAD TRAFFIC ACT AMENDMENT
BILL (No. 2)

Second Reading

Debate resumed from the 11th November.
MR T. H. JONES (Collie) [11.02 am.];

This Bill seeks to amend the Road Traffic
Act in six different ways. We on this side of
the House do not argue very strongly
against the amendments. Perhaps another
amendment should have been included in
the Bill to Place complete lurisdiction of
this legislation under the Police Department
where it rightly belongs. However, such an
amendment does not appear in the Bill,
but I consider it is justified in view of the
situation which exists in Western Australia
in respect of traffic control.

Referring to the first amendment which
relates to the appointment of the deputy
chairman, I notice that under section 8
the chairman Is appointed for a term of
three years. It is intended that the deputy
chairman, who will act in the absence of
the chairman, shall be appointed for a
similar period.

The second amendment arises from an
approach which I made to the Minister for
Traffic following certain representations I
received from a farmers' organisation at
Merredin. The approach was made to me
as shadow Minister for Traffic. I was asked
whether we could make an approach to the
Government to amend the Act by extend-
ing the provision in section 19(i5) so that
implements can be towed on the roads for
a fee of $4.

The existing provision is rather restrict-
ive. Those farmers approached me and
asked whether the provision in section 19
could be broadened to enable machinery,
such as graders and bulldozers, to be towed
on the roads. The amendment in the Bill
has the effect of meeting the wishes of the
farmers in the Merredin district.

Mr Skidmore: You should ensure that
your comments are recorded in Hansard,
because it is obvious the Minister for Traf-
fic will not be in the House this morning.

Mr T. H. JONES: No doubt the Minister
for Works will handle this Bill in the ab-
sence of the Minister for Traffic.

Mr O'Neil: I introduced the Bill.
Mr Sibson: The Minister for Traffic is

busy elsewhere.
Mr Jamieson: As busy as the honourable

member!
Mr T. H. JONES: That is his business.

The third amendment in the Bill arises
from the issue of learners' permits. I was

perturbed to read In the second reading
speech of the Minister about the action
that has been taken by some officers in the
Road Traffic Authority. That indicated
that they were favouring a certain driving
school In this State.

Mr O'Neil: There have been some un-
founded accusations, but this amendment
in the Bill will make the matter quite clear.

Mr T. H. JONES: Let me draw attention
to what the Minister said in his second
reading speech. He said-

The proposal to amend subsection
(2) of section 50 is Introduced simply
to stifle criticism that arises from
time to time that officers of the Road
Traffic Authority unduly favour cer-
tain driving schools when issuing
learners' permits.

Obviously the Minister must have had evi-
dence of that.

Mr O'Neil: Criticisms, and not evidence.

Mr T. H. JONES: Maybe they were criti-
cismis.

Mr O'Neil: The matter was checked out.

Mr T. H. JONES: Being aware of the
criticisms I assume the Minister would
have had the matter examined before he
made that statement. It can be said that
some members of the Road Traffic
Authority have been assisting certain
driving schools. This amendment will en-
sure that when applicants make applica-
tion for the issue of permits, the name of
the driving school will not be specified.

The next amendment in the Bill relates
to the extension of the provision governing
the breakdown of equipment. Under the
existing provision where a taxi breaks
down an approach can be made to the
authority concerned for the use of another
taxi while the first Is under repair. The
amendment seeks to extend this provision
to cover buses. We agree to this amend-
ment. Where a bus breaks down, and the
operator is unable to carry on his business
without It, he will be able to use another
bus while the first vehicle Is under repair.
We consider this to be a worth-while
amendment.

The next amendment in the Bill deals
with the penalty of demerit points.
Apparently some difficulty has been ex-
Perienced in the interpretation of the
existing provision in regard to demerit
points recorded in a three-year period.
As I understand the amendment, demerit
points beyond the three-year Period can
be considered when a driver has 12 points
recorded against him. This aspect can
be taken into consideration in the case
of disqualification for a period of three
months. I understand the amendment
will tidy up the legislation, and will com-
ply with the original intention of the
legislation which was passed last year.
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The final amendment relates to the first
schedule to the Act which deals with the
definition of motor vehicles, and it seeks
to Include definitions for three-wheeled
motor vehicles. One type Is the balloon-
tyred fun bike. We have not seen these
bikes in Western Australia, but It is en-
visaged that they will be on the market
shortly. The amendment to the first
schedule will cover this type of bike.

We on this side agree to the amendments
contained In the Bill. However, we would
have preferred the inclusion of another
amendment to place the Road Traffic Act
under police jurisdiction, where it rightly
belongs.

MR O'NEILL (East Melville-Minister
for Works) 111.12 a.m.]: I thank the hon-
ourable member for his comments on this
legislation. The Minister for Traffic is
away, but he does plead privilege. I un-
derstand he has been subpoenaed to ap-
pear before the Royal Commission inquir-
ing into the Ugle matter. In any case I
was the Minister who introduced the Bill,
and I am aware of its contents.

The only point in the Bill with which
the honourable member takes issue is the
implication that some officers of the Road
Traffic Authority have been favouring cer-
tain driving schools, by putting the name
of those schools on the learners' permits.

I happened to be Acting Minister for
Traffic when this criticism arose, and I
saw the papers. There was no real evid-
ence to support this criticism. However,
it was open to criticism as to whether
the person issuing a learner's permit should
fill in the name of the person who will be
instructing the driver. The amendment
in the Bill seeks to overcome such unwar-
ranted criticism.

I am pleased the Opposition in general
supports the Bill. That covers all the
points raised by the member for Collie.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr

O'Neil (Minister for Works), and trans-
mitted to the Council,

APPROPRIATION DBIL
(CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND)

In Committee
Resumed from the 12th November. The

Chairman of Committees (Mr Thompson)
in the Chair: Sir Charles Court (Treas-
urer) in charge of the Bill.

Fart 6: Minister for Folice and Traffic-
SIR CHLARLES COURT (Nedlands--

Treasurer) (11.15 a.mi.]: As the Minister
for Police is not present, I move-

That further consideration of part
6 be postponed.

Motion put and passed,

Fart 7: Minister for Education-
MR T. H. JONES (Collie) [11.16 a.m.]:

I want to refer to one or two points and
criticise the funds allocated for repairs to
schools in Western Australia. I asked a
question of the Minister for Education re-
garding the amount of money to be spent
on repairs and renovations at the Boyup
Brook school, the Donnybrook school, and
the Collie schools. In reply the Minister
said that no money was to be spent on
the Collie schools or the Donnybrook
school, and that the Boyup Brook school
would be subject to some minor extensions.
That Is not good enough.

We are all aware that if repairs are not
carried out buildings deteriorate. No-one
can argue about that point. The Minister
for Education visited Collie last year, at
my request, and inspected all the schools
in the district. The principals of the schools
listed their requirements, but the Minister
went away and seemed to forget about the
visit because very few repairs have been
carried out.

I have inspected the Donnybrook school,
and it is a shambles. The same old manual
training centre that I attended in 1938 is
still used as a classroom. The floor boards
move up and down three or four inches
every time one walks on the floor and no
facilities are available for crib tins or
coats, which have to be kept on the floor.
It is a shocker, to say the least.

The Minister is aware of the problems
associated with this school. I approached
him with a request to meet the local
parents and citizens' association but, un-
fortunately, because of his current trip
overseas he was not able to attend such a
meeting. Not one cent is to be spent on
repairs at schools In my electorate during
the next 12 months. That is a shameful
and shocking situation, to say the least.

I think my problem applies to all mem-
bers in this Chamber, but I am most
concerned about the atrocious conditions
at the Donnybrook school, The parents and
citizens' association has approached the
Minister in an attempt to have some repairs
carried out, and have the school upgraded,
but unfortunately not one cent Is to be
spent on that school. As I said, the same
applies to many other schools in the State.

The CHAIRMAN: As the member for
Swan has indicated that he wishes to
speak, It would be appropriate for the
Minister to reply after other members have
spoken.
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MR SKIDMORE (Swan) [11.19 asm.]:
I rise to bring to the attention of the
Minister the needs of education In the
Swan electorate and In the Mundaring
area. For many months efforts have been
made by the parents and citizens' associa-
tions, and by the children going out on
the streets and protesting-and by the
directors of La Salle College-to have
something done. Those people are con-
cerned because of the lack of educational
facilities in the area.

It was sheer hypocrisy for the present
Government to refuse to proceed with the
construction of Swan View High
School. The Government stands con-
dlemned in the eyes of the people who have
had occasion to protest about the lack of
interest shown by the Government in not
proceeding with this school. Governor
Stirling High School is bursting at the
seams. The teachers at that school have
had to take their protests to their union.
It has been suggested no effort be made to
replace teachers who leave the school as a
result of normal wastage. That indicates
the severity of the problems associated with
the school. At the local shopping centre
at Midland the Governor Stirling High
School students have protested because of
the lack of understanding on the part of
the department, and Its failure to Provide
a new school.

La Salle College is battling to raise
funds. People who are in very poor cir-
cumstances are assisting In an effort to
overcome the problems associated with the
college, and to provide additional accom-
modation for those children who cannot
get Into the State school system as a result
of the lack of understanding by the Gov-
ernment. The complaints from the area
must be valid; surely the parents and
citizens' associations in the area cannot all
be wrong. The children who attend these
schools should at least have comfortable
accommodation instead of being crowded
like ants in a nest. That Is the situation
at Governor Stirling High School. It
is becoming intolerable, but we have been
told that we will not get a school because
other areas are more in need.

I am aware of the necessity to provide
schools in developing areas, but for how
long will my electors have to suffer the
indignity of sending their children to
school under the present crowded condi-
tions? It is necessary to maintain the
standard of school accommodation at a
high level. Surely the areas which have
suffered for so long are entitled to some
recognition before new schools are con-
structed in certain areas. It would hp-
pear that the control of this particular
issue is in the hands of the Government
in having to spend the funds where they
are most needed.

I ask the Government to reconsider Its
programme for the development of
Swan View High School. It is not a mat-
ter of providing the children in the area

with an alternative school; it is simply
a matter of providing additional accom-
modation which is most necessary. At
Present, it is a case of some children hav-
ing to breathe in while others are breath-
ing out.

Private schools in the area are battling
to raise funds. The Education Depart-
ment gave to La Salle College some
broken down classrooms which were no
longer needed. However, the ceilings and
wall panels in those buildings were falling
down and they were a damned disgrace. I
would have put a match to them had they
been mine. However, the college graci-
ously accepted the classrooms in an at-
tempt to overcome the accommodation
Problem. That is not good enough.

I have raised this matter because al-
though the present high school is in the
electorate adjacent to mine, the effect on
my electorate of the lack of accommoda-
tion is obvious. My colleague, the mem-
ber for Mundaring, has raised this issue
time and time again, but 1 want to add
some weight to his argunment. I want
to see a new school in 1976, not in 1986.
l believe the Government has adopted
a shocking and irresponsible attitude to-
wards the parents and the children in
the area. The children are the future citi-
zens of the State of Western Australia,
and my criticism of the Government for
not providing adequate school accommo-
dation is well justified. I ask the Govern-
ment. to get off its backside and do some-
thing.

MR A. R. TONKIN (Morley) t1l1.25
a~m.L I support the remarks of the mem-
ber for Swan with regard to Gover-
nor Stirling High School. It is an abso-
lute disgrace We have the situation where
working-class people are treated in a
shabby way by a Governent which will
not allow a hospital for mentally retarded
people to remain in the blue-class suburb
of Nedlands. We have a disgraceful situa-
tion where the Government will not pro-
vide facilities in an area which is held by
a Labor member of Parliament. That is
the situation with regard to Dianella.

The Tonkin Government planned to
build a high school at Dianella, but the
present Minister for Education has de-
cided there is no need for a high school
in that area. The people of Dianella be-
lieve the decision has been made because
they happen to have a Labor member of
Parliament. I suppose to be cynical it
could be said that if the member of Par-
liament were changed the district of flia-
nella would receive a high school. It is an
absolute disgrace that there should be any
need for cynicism. The high school was
about to be built but because the Tonkin
Government went out of office it will not
now be built. A great deal of money had
been appropriated by the Australian Gov-
ermnent for the construction of schools.
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Money for education has never been
so generously available as It has been since
the Australian Labor Government took
office. There is talk about intiation, but
inflation has not kept pace with the funds
made available by the Australian Govern-
ment for schools. Australia will never be
the same as it was under the Whitlarn
Government.

Government members: Hear, hear!
Mr A. R. TONKIN: A member opposite

has said there is no crisis. I think he is
a disgrace to the teaching profession and
the only good thing about mim being a
member of Parliament is that he is not
teaching children. Hie claims to be a
teacher but he did not know that the
amount of money which has been spent
on education is far greater than it ever
was previously. He will not risie to his
feet and speak about education, le is
more interested in supporting the present
Government.

A Government of the same political
colour was previously in office for a period
of 12 years when it was claimed there was
no crisis in education. At least McMahon
said he would have liked to set up the
Schools Commission which has been estab-
lished by the Whitlam Government.

Mr Clarko: The Western Australian
education system in 1960 was brought to
the standard where it was equal to, or
higher than, that in any other State in
Australia.

Mr A. Rt. TONKIN: Is the member
saying there was no crisis in education?

Mr Clarko: I did not say that; answer
my interjection.

Mr A. Rt. TONKIN: There is a great
deal of money for secondary schools in
Western Australia.

Several members interjected.
Mr A. R. TONKIN: Am I to receive any

protection from the Chair, Mr Chairman?
The member opposite does not make a
speech but shouts over the top of my voice.
I ask, Mr Chairman, whether I am to
receive protection from the Chair.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! As I under-
stand the situation, and I have followed it
closely, the member for Morley was answer-
ing an interjection by the member for
Karrinyup, You appeared to be prepared
to answer the interjection at that stage,
and I presumed you were able to handle
the problem. However, if you want total
protection from the Chair I will provide
it.

Mr A. Rt. TONKIN: You know very
well, Mr Chairman, the member for
Karrlnyup was not interjecting, but making
a speech and going on and on. Apparently
the member for Karrinyup is to enjoy
your partisan ruling.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
Several members interjected.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The member
for Morley!

Mr A. R. TONKIN: Members opposite
do not like to bear the truth, which is
that the Australian Government has pro-
vided more money for education than any
other Government in the history of Aus-
tralia. Never before have such generous
funds been Provided. However, the Dia-
nella, high school will not be built, and the
people of Dianella want to know why.

The Tonkin Government reached a de-
cision to provide a high school at Dianella.
but it was rejected by the present Gov-
ernment. We then bad the disgraceful
situation where I took a deputation to the
Minister for Education and the Minister
told us that out of a list of six high
schools only two had been provided with
hall-gymnasiums. That was an untruth,
not just to me, but to the deputation re-
presenting the community and the Shire
of Bayswater.

The Minister for Education said that
only two schools had been provided with
hall-gymnasiums, out of the list of six, but
we know that to be untrue. In reply to a
question I asked, the Minister admitted
that five of the schools on the list of six
had been provided with hall-gymnasiums.
Why was John Forrest High School
denied a new hall-gymnasium? Was It
because I had called a public meeting on
this subject and had taken a deputation
to see the then Minister-the present
member for Kalgoorlie? Was that the
reason the proposal was knocked on the
head?

Eventually the Government, under con-
siderable pressure, decided to provide a
hall-gymnasium but in the process of
erection it has fallen down. The students
at the school, and their Parents, are very
worried because the building could have
been occupied when it collapsed, and
hundreds of children could have been
killed.

When I pointed out to the Premier that
considerable concern was felt with regard
to the building, and asked for a guarantee
that the building would be safe In the
future, the Premier did not divulge the
cause of the collapse. No doubt he is
Protecting commercial interests once again
whereas he should be more interested in
the safety of children.

Why did not the Premier admit what
caused the collapse? He will not tell us
this. I suggested to him, because of the
representations I had received from the
staff and the parents of the children at
John Forrest High School, that there
was concern the same thing might happen
later in the construction of this hall-
gymnasium. In his reply the Premier said
that I was fomenting mischief and that
it was a mischievous question, but I was
speaking only on. behalf of the people who
had come to me.
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Mr Sodernan: Are you criticising the
workers?

Mr A. R. TONKIN. How do we know
that the same thing will not happen
again? It was rumoured that a beam was
three feet short, and rather than replace
the whole beam, a three-foot piece had been
tacked on, and this was the reason for the
collapse. These rumours occur because the
Premier will not reveal the reason for the
collapse.

Mr Bertram: Why the secrecy?
Mr A. Rt. TONSKIN: For commercial in-

terests.
Mr O'Neil: It was because this could be

the subject of litigation.
Mr A. R. TONKIN!: No wonder we rise

to our feet when we see that the Aus-tralian Government has been so generous,
but the State Government has not used the
money in a reasonable way.

Mr Shalders: Why not go to the om-
budsman?

Mr Bertram: What is wrong with the
Parliament?

Mr Grayden interjected.
Several members interjected.
The CHAIRMAN: Order!
Mr A. Rt. TONKIN!: What is the Minis-

ter talking about? What information?
Mr Grayden: Why don't you do some-

thing about it? The children's lives should
not be endangered.

Mr A. Rt. TONKIN: I have asked ques-
tions of the responsible Minister, and I
have raised the matter in this place. What
an inane interjection from a Minister. I
have tied every course available to me. I
will see anyone and I will do anything to
help the people involved.

Mr Oravden: Well, do something about
it, if people's lives are in danger.

Mr Jamieson: Oh, stop it you bad-
tempered Minister.

Mr A. Rt. TONSKIN: What am I supposed
to do? I have raised the matter in this
place.

Mr Grayden: You are hoping something
will happen-that is what You are doing.

Mr Jaieson: Mr Chairman, I think you
should do something before this goes too
far. You will be in trouble then.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The member
for Morley.

Mr Skidmore: The Government does not
like being attacked on its education policy,
that Is for sure.

Mr Sodeman: This has nothing to do
with education.

Mr A. Rt. TONKIN: Surely the Minister
representing the Minister for Education-

Several members Interjected.
mhe CHAIRMAN: Order! The debate

will proceed more quickly if there are
fewer interjeactions.

Mr A. R. TONKINQ -1i the Minister is
suiggestinig I do something about this mat-
ter by becoming the Minister f or Works,
that is a very good suggestion. However,
I want to know just what I am supposed
to do. I have written letters about this, I
have taken two deputations to two suc-
cessive Ministers for Education, I have
asked questions in Parliament, I am rais-
ing it in the Budget debate, and the Min-
ister accuses me of not doing anything
about it. If he wants me to run the Public
Works Department, I will certainly do that
if he needs my talents. I will certainly be
available if needed, because they certainly
need someone there if this Government
cannot do anything about it.

I am amazed that the Minister for
Labour and Industry should say a thing
like that-that I should do something
about It. When he was in Opposition, what
did he do about things? He raised matters
in this Chamber, and there is not much
more a member of Parliament can do.
This is the forum to air such matters.

Mr Cirayden: Goodness gracious me, do
you really think that is all a member of
Parliament can do?

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
Mr A. Rt. TONKIN: I am willing to ac-

cept the advice of the Minister for Labour
and Industry. Perhaps he would lie to
indicate to me the steps I should take that
I have omitted to take. I will be very
pleased to follow his advice.

Mr Orayden: If you want me to do
something about it, I will do something.

Several members interjected.
The CHAIRMAN: Order!I
Mr A. Rt. TONIN?: I see that I have had

some success, The Minister is prepared to
do something about it, and that is indeed
remarkable-after several months. I am
very grateful.

Mr Orayden: I will disprove. what you
are saying.

Mr Skidmore: The Minister waffles like
a pancake!

Mr A. Rt. TONIC!?!: I trust that when
the Minister-who Is not the Minister for
Education or the Minister for Works--says
that he will do something about it, he
means that he will raise the matter in the
Cabinet room and he will say every-
one is concerned about the lack of action.
I assume be will endeavour to get his
Minister to do something, and I will be
eternally grateful to him.

Another matter I wish to raise concerns
the North Morley Primary School. The
parents and citizens' association has writ-
ten to the Education Department, but after
several months it has received no reply.
This is a much smaller matter than the
question of the erection of a Dianella high
school or the construction of a hall-
gymnasium for John ]Forrest High School;
it is a question of a turnabout.
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I am referring to the canteen at this Mr A. R. TrONKIN: I am not familiar
school, and it is a vital matter. I am rais-
Ing It here because the most disturbing
factor is that there have been no replies
to the letters sent to the department from
the parents and citizens' association.
Indeed, this seems to be a common prac-
tice with this Government because I was
shown a letter yesterday which was a renly
from the Premier to a letter forwarded 18
months ago. I think that is a remarkable
length of time to delay replies to corres-
pondence. This was a delay of 18 months,
or near enough to it.

Mr May: Give him a go-he's only been
there a while.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: I believe that cor-
respondence should be replied to reason-
ably quickly, The parents and citizens'
associations in this State do a wonderful
job. They are voluntary organisations,
just like this voluntary committee which
was fobbed off by the Minister for Educa-
tion-

Mr Sodeman: Your statement!
Mr A. R. TONKIN: -about which high

schools had been provided with hail-
gymnasiums. It is quite true that the
Minister for Education said only two out of
the six high schools had been provided
with hall-gymnasiums. In fact, five of
these high schools had been provided with
them, and the only one left out was
John Forrest High School. Although
John Forrest High School had been high
on the list, the other schools had been at-
tended to first and it had to wait for
several months, perhaps over a year. AS a
result of this, John Forrest High
School hall-gymnasium, which has now
collapsed, will be much smaller than the
others because of the escalation of costs in
the meantime. So. by providing these
other five high schools with hall-gym-
nasiums first, John Forrest High School
has been given a very shabby deal.

John Forrest High School has one
of the finest school orchestras In Western
Australia and this orchestra gives quite a
few concerts. If any member here with an
ear for music were able to listen to this
orchestra, he would realise that it is not
a school orchestra in the sense that many
of us imagine-that Is, it is not just a
matter of a few squeaky notes-

Mr Blaikie: Fair go!
Mr A. R. TONKIN: Perhaps members

are not aware of the high standard of this
orchestra.

Mr Blaikie: Cut it out.
Mr A. Rt. TONKIN: Anyone who heard

it would agree that it is a good orchestra,
but it does not have a place to practise
or to give concerts, because the School
does not have a hall-gymnasium.

Mr Blaikie: Just before you sit down,
how does the orchestra at the Armadale
High School get on? That high school
does not have a hall-gymnasium.

with the Armadale High School.
Mr Blaikie: I think You should be.
Mr A. R. TONKIN: It is quite possible

that Armadale High School should have a
hall-gymnasium.

Mr Blaikie: Every school should have
one if we follow your theory.

Mr A. Rt. TONKIN: It is not my theory
at all. The Minister for Education de-
cided that six high schools should have
hall-gymnasiums provided. He then said
that because of funds only two would be
Provided, and that statement was untrue.
Five high schools have been provided with
this facility and the fact is that John
Forrest High School was on the list but
was not so provided. We were told this
matter was decided on a question of prior-
ities, so apparently it was thought that
Arin adale High School should not be on
this list. It may be true that Arm-
adale High School should have been on
the list but there was a list of priorities
and that high school was disregarded.

We now have the situation where this
hall-gymnasium at John Forrest High
School has collapsed. The staff and parents
are concerned about the collapse and they
want to know how they can be sure that
it will not collapse again. The Parents
are concerned that when they send their
children to school they will be safe.

MR MAY (Clontarf) [11,38 am.]: In
view of the fact that the Minister for
Labour and Industry is in such a co-
operative mood, I wonder whether he will
convince the Minister for Education that
something should be done about the pro-
vision of safety fences around school Play-
ing grounds, especially when the school
grounds are alongside major streets or
highways.

When the primary school was built at
Shelley, the safety fence was still being
erected some months after the children
moved into the school. These children
had to plough through sand to get to the
school because the area had not been
Paved. As a matter of fact, the machinery
was still operating in the school grounds
while the children were being enrolled.

Any member who has travelled along
Leach Highway will appreciate how busy
it is. Once children become used to play-
ing in these fields and crossing over the
highway while no fences are prodided, one
can imagine what the hazards will be.
The safety fence has now been erected, but
not till there had been several deputations
from the parents and citizens' association.
This organisation put forward a case in
very strong terms, and finally the fence
was provided.

We now have a similar situation at the
Koonawarra Primary School which is right
alongside the new State Housing Commis-
sion development called Karawara. Even-
tually 2 000 or 3 000 people will move into
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this area, and the traffic is increasing all
the time. The roads are nearing comple-
tion-as a matter of fact the majority of
them are being sealed at the present time
-yet the Minister has still not replied to
my correspondence In regard to the pro-
vision of a safety fence around the Koona-
warra Primary School. The playing field
of this school is right alongside the road;
in fact, it could not be any closer. Yet,
no safety fence whatever has been pro-
vided, and in all the time I have been re-
Presenting the matter to the Minister for
Education, I have not had one word about
when the safety fence will be provided.

I do not think this is an isolated case.
I am quite sure that other new schools in
the metropolitan area and in the country
have playing fields which border major
roads or highways. Surely the provision of
safety fences should be of major import-
ance. Fences should be provided before
children move into the school, because once
the children become used to the fact that
there are no fences, it is very difficult to
contain them.

I would like the Minister representing
the Minister for Education to make urgent
inquiries about when these fences will be
Provided at the Sconawarra Primary
School and this will allay the apprehen-
sion felt by the many parents in the area.

MR MOILER (Mundaring) 111.41 ax.mj:
I wish to support the very excellent case
Put forward by the member for Swan in
regard to the deplorable situation at the
Governor Stirling Senior High School.
Right from the commencement, I believe
I would be correct in stating that the Min-
ister for Education has successfully down-
graded education within the Mundaring
electorate at a time when the Australian
Governmnent was doing all in its power to
raise education standards throughout Aus-
tralia.

Mr Skidmnore: Hear, hear!
Mr MOILER: Our present Minister for

Education has downgraded education
within the Mundaring electorate, and I
will explain to members--

Mr Nanovich: He has upgraded it.
Mr Bertram: He said he has downgraded

it-don't talk nonsense.
Mr MOILER: if I am allowed to con-

tinue, I will explain to the Chamber how
the Mundaring electorate has been suc-
cessfully downgraded in relation to educa-
tion, for no other reason than that it Is
held by a Labor member of Parliament.

Mr May:. And a very good one.
Mr MOILER: The Eastern Hills High

School is within the Mundaring electorate,
and whilst it is currently taking fourth-
year children, next year It wiill take fifth-
year students. It has poor accommodation,
inadequate facilities, and it was allowed to
take fifth-year students next year Just so
the Government would not have to estab-
ish the Swan View high school.

The additional 60 fourthi-year students
who will be accommodated at Eastern Hills
next year would have been sent to Gov-
ernor Stirling Senior High School if this
course had not been taken. It would have
been completely impossible to accommo-
date these children at the Governor Stirl-
ing Senior High School, and the Govern-
muent would have had no alternative but
to establish the Swan View High School.
However, rather than do that, the Educa-
tion Department has directed and auth-
orised the Eastern Hills High School to
accommodate fourth-year students and
fifth-year students with no additional fac-
ilities whatsoever.

This will mean an additional 60 students
next year with few or no facilities provided
to accommodate them adequately. So al
the Minister has done Is to downgrade
education within this area.

There are almost 1'700 students at the
Governor Stirling Senior High School. This
school has had the highest enrolment of
students almost every year for the past 10
or 12 years. The Governor Stirling Senior
High School will have to continue to cater
for the largest number of students at any
school In the State while we have this
present Government in office.

Mr Davies: Do you have any pre-school
classes up there?

Mr MOILER: We have no pre-primary
classes established In the Mundaring elec-
torate.

Mr Blale: Do you want any estab-
lished?

Mr MOILER: We have discussed the
matter of Government takeover of pre-
school centres.

Mr Blaikie: Do you want them to be
taken over or not?

Mr MOILER: No, I do not.
Mr Blalkie: You are opposing It?
Mr MOILER: The parents of the child-

ren and the local government authorities
in this area have Indicated that they do
not wish to see the takeover of the pre-
school centres.

These people have ignored the bait held
out by this Government that the parents
would niot have to pay a fee if their child-
ren went to a pre-primary centre. They
have seen through this weak attempt by the
Government to absorb pre-school centres
so that the Government at a later stage
may say, "We have kept our promise and
provided pre -primary centres."

Mr BIalkie: I think you will find that
once the parents see these centres in oper-
ation they will realise their real value
because they are working extremely well
and satisfactorily.

Mr Jamieson: You would believe any-
thing the Liberal Party tells you to believe.

Mr MOILER: As the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition says, the member for Vasse
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would believe anything he Is told. Possibly,
In the little hamlet he represents. this
would be the case.

Mr Jamieson: "Ham" is right; "let" is
not so Important.

Mr MOILER: Much of the area from
which the Governor Stirling Senior High
School draws Its enrolment is disadvan-
taged. The Australian Government has
taken great strides to assist such areas, but
despite such assistance it Is obvious that
rather than have the highest enrolment In
the State, Governor Stirling should have
amongst the lowest because of the dis-
advantaged students attending that school.

Students at Governor Stirling High
School must be transported by bus from
the school to other sporting fields through-
out the area because the school grounds
are so small. The parents and citizens'
organisation must pay thousands of dollars
each year in transport costs, but this Gov-
ernment has done absolutely nothing to
relieve the situation.

When the Tonkin Government was in
office, tenders were called for the con-
struction of the first stage of the Swan
View High School.

Mr Nan ovich: Was that prior to the
election?

Mr MOTTE Yes.
Mr Nanovich: It was an election

promise.
Mr MOILER: Tenders came In after the

election, but that was the final stage to
which development proceeded. Prom cor-
respondence from the Education Depart-
ment, it is clear that it intended to go
ahead with the construction of this high
school, but of course the State Government
very quickly put a stop to that. Deputa-
tions to the Minister have received the
same cry that there is no money and the
Government cannot afford to commence
construction on the Swan View High
School. However, the same Government
which could not find funds for this project
could afford to allocate $310 000 in this
year's Budget for the Purpose of establish-
ing a gymkhana at the Kalamunda High
School.

Mr Jamieson; A gymnasium.
Mr MOILER: That is right, a gymnasium.
Mr Jarmieson: Kalamunda High School

already has a gymkhana; It Is managed
by their member of Parliament.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!I There Is too
much audible conversation.

Mr MOILER: The member for Swan
very adequately covered the Position with
regard to the Governor Stirling High
School and called upon the Government to
do something about the situation.

The situation at Mundaring Primary
School should be of concern to all those
interested in education in this State, re-
gardless of whether the areas involved are
held by Liberal, Labor, or Country Party

members of Parliament. Students at
Mundaring Primary School are being
taught in timber-framed, weatherboard
structures in which their grandmothers
were taught at about the turn of the
century; the structures are all very old and
in a dilapidated condition.

When the headmaster recently moved
out of his residence-which also was con-
structed about 60 or 80 years ago-on the
school grounds, it was turned Into class-
rooms, and some students now are being
taught there. The Minister says if he can
obtain more money from the Australian
Government, the State Government might
do something to relieve the situation at
Mundaring Primary School, What an
attitude! Like previous speakers, I call on
this Government and the Minister for
Education to forget this area is held by a
Labor member and take steps to do some-
thing about the matter.

AIR TAYLOR (Cockburn) (11.50 a.m.]:
There are four matters to which I wish to
make brief reference with a request that
the Minister for Education be acquainted
with my remarks and, I hope, take some
action. The first concerns the considerable
amount of damage caused by vandals and
others to two schools in the Ewinana area.
I refer to the Orelia and Parniella schools.
both of which were constructed some three
years ago and which were excellently
equipped.

A fire at Orelia some four or five months
ago resulted in substantial damage. The
Parmelia school has been broken Into, I
understand, on something like five week-
ends in a row. Orelia, also suffered break-
ing and entry last weekend and about
$5 000 damage was done. The four chil-
dren who are to be charged for this offence
are aged from nine to 10 years.

It could be a long debate as to what
action should be taken with respect to
these individuals, or how society should
cope with this sort of problem. However.
immediate remedies are necessary. I ask
the Education Department to look at the
value of either installing some form of
alarm system or. preferably, adopting a
practice followed in the case of some high
schools by building a house on the school
grounds to be occupied by a caretaker.

These children of nine and 10 years of
age, or even a little older, are doing things
out of wilfulness and on the spur of the
moment and It seems that what is required
is some sort of warning device, or some-
one on the premises to keep tabs on what
happens at the weekends.

When one considers that the fire damage
will cost something like 835 000 to $40 000
to restore and that vandalism over one
weekend also caused damage of about
$5 000, it does not take much to work out
that there would be value in building a
caretaker's cottage on the school site. This
is a matter I intend to follow up later.
but I would appreciate the Minister seeing
what can be done in the Interim.
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I refer now to the area of Wattleup. I
realise that members are not particularly
interested in these specific areas, but Han-
sard will record my comments so that
the Minister may read them and take ap-
propriate action. Wattleup is an area
some 12 miles from Fremantle; in fact.
its original name was Twelve Miles Well.
It was developed for residential purposes
about two or three years ago and has now
reached a stage where it could support a
school.

Students in the area at present must tra-
vel one and a half to two miles to the South
Coogee School. A school at Wattleup
would be a small one, but would cater for
the children residing in the area. Wattleup
is a fairly fast developing residential area
and as it grows the number of children in
the area will Increase. Land has been
set aside for the school site, roads sur-
round the area and all necessary services
have been provided. A school is now neces-
sary to cater for this population.

The third item to which I wish to refer
concerns the need to establish a techni-
cal education centre at Kwinana. This
has been discussed for about 12 years.
Industry in the area is very keen to see
such a centre established because its
prime function would be to train appren-
tices who in all probability would work in
the area.

I have been told in answers to questions
over a considerable time that, with (icr-
aldton and Kalgoorlie, Kwlnana has some
form of priority for the establishment of
this type of centre. Time is now passing
and it would seem that something needs
to be done fairly quickly to eatablish a
centre in the area.

I say this because at the moment some-
thing like 400 students travel daily be-
tween Rockingham, Kwinana, and Fre-
mantle at distances of up to 25 miles. If
400 students travel that distance, I sug-
gest there would be another 200 young
people in the area who do not attend the
technical school because of the consider-
able distances they must travel.

In addition, the night classes conducted at
the Rockingham High School have an en-
rolment of about 390 students, while the
night classes at Ewinana attract an enrol-
ment of about 270 students. It goes without
saying that probably a substantial Pro-
portion of those students would attend
full-time classes during the day in pref-
erence to part-time courses In the evening.

Perhaps the Principal reason to provide
assistance in the area is one that has been
recorded before; namely, that Kwinana is
almost a one-occupation town; like people
living in the golddields or in certain
country towns. almost everybody in the
area is employed in different capa-
cities in a plant. This in turn means
that work for women and girls is very
limited, and that any young lad who has

any capacity at all and does not want
merely to go to work in the refinery mrust
receive some form of speciaised trainig.

The high unemployment rate among
young people would be a fair indication of
this; there Just is not a decent range of
jobs. These people need some sort of assist-
ance, and a technical centre at Swinana
is the only answer. Again, land is avail-
able, because it has been set aside. HRow-
ever, this project needs greater priority to
bring such a centre to fruition.

As I say, something like '150 students
presently attend night classes in the Rock-
lngham-Kwinana area and jibout 400
students travel to F'remantle each day.
and it is clear that a technical centre is
badly needed.

These matters require priority attention,
and I record them now so that something
may be done before next we meet, other-
wise I also might start thumping the tub.

MRt JAMESON (Welshpool-Deputy
Leader of the Opposition) [11.57 am.]: I
wish to comment on the education scene.
particularly with regard to high schools.
The member for Karrinyup expounded the
claim that wonderful progress was made
in the education system in the 1960s. How-
ever, it was at that time that a number of
high schools were partly built and not
completed, With such construction, some-
body must return at a later stage to com-
plete the Job.

Unfortunately for those schools, schools
which were built at a later stage received
better equipment. For instance, gyminasiumn
and library facilities are now Included in
the initial stage of construction. I believe
it represented false economy to take the
action the Government of the day took,
because one would never get the value out
of returning to the partly-built schools,
and recommencing construction. It Is a
great Problem, and the Government of the
day would have been far better building
fewer schools, but constructing them where
they could be doubly used if necessary.

This double use of facilities is not diffi-
cult to organise. In much more populous
countries such as Singapore, all schools are
doubly used because that is the only way
they can effectively provide the facilities
at an adequate standard. If the Education
Department had adopted this practice we
would not have the problems we see today.

I have several such schools in my elec-
torate. I recall taking the former Minister
f or Education to such a school in my elec-
torate and showing him the shocking, pre-
fabricated type of construction used. I
mentioned the money being made available
by the Commonwealth for science blocks
and the fact that architects had to try to
cope with additions to the existing struc-
tures.

The outside section of this school was of
brick construction, but that Part of the
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building facing Inwards was of asbestos.
when I pointed this out to the then Min-
ister, he replied, "It is just as well the outer
section was not constructed of corrugated
iron", as much as to say, "It is there, and
nothing can be done about it. There are
some schools which have even poorer facili-
ties."

Recently I asked a question regarding
the provision of Prevocational centres at
high schools. Many of the new schools have
been provided with such centres. and in-
deed, they have been established at a num-
ber of the existing schools.

It would appear that some high schools
which have been established for quite some
time, such as Icewdale High School, do
-not have a prevocational centre. Indeed,
I was surprised to learn that other high
schools, such as John Curtin High
School, Tuart Hill High School, and City
Beach High School also lack prevocational
centres.

Therefore, before the Government does
any more running out into places such as
the Dale territory where glorious high
schools are being constructed at the mom-
ent, it should give some serious thought
to providing what Is required to bring
other high schools up to standard. Without
a prevocational centre students are not
being placed in industry and commerce in
the way they should be if these centres
were available.

It is all very well for the Government
to say that this problem can be solved by
making available these facilities at another
high school. I do not know how far students
would have to travel from, say, John
Curtin High School to gain the benefit of
facilities provided by a prevocational
centre, but I should imagine it would be a
fair distance. In all probability they would
have to travel to Melville High School.
When students are required to do this, it
would certainly disrupt the activities of
the school-that is, in having to use the
facilities of another high school-and such
a move is never a success.

As I have said, it would be better if two
schools were merged into one rather than
follow a system such as the one I have out-
lined. I hope the Government will find
some way very quickly to overcome the
problem that now exists in respect of these
high schools which a~t present are greatly
in need of prevocational centres. When
these high schools are not properly equip-
ped they should be given a priority well
above those schools that are seeking a
gymnasium, because it is essential to ascer-
tain correctly the vocations for which stu-
dents are suitable. If we do not provide the
facilities to achieve this we are failing in
our efforts ultimately to educate the popu-
lous to the best advantage.

A great deal of consideration needs to
be given to this type of planning. This
glorious concept of selecting sites for high

schools and then progressively building
one after the other, becomes very expen-
sive and Is to the detriment of those
schools already built. To my way of think-
ing it is not a fair and Just action on the
part of any Government, and it is high
timne some consolidation was effected to
bring all high schools up to a proper
standard before any more high schools
are Planned for the future.

If it is necessary to delay the building
of two or three high schools, surely by a
rearrangement we could put the existing
high schools to double use until we can
provide proper facilities in all high schools,
instead of having some of them with
glorious facilities enabling the students to
study to better advantage than students
attending high schools in other suburbs
which are lacking these facilities, and
whose parents are paying the same taxes
as the Parents of those children attending
the high schools which enjoy them.

There is a real problem here and it is
noticeable, too, that if one casts one's
mind back to the glorious era of the 1960~s
which was mentioned by the member for
Karrinyup, it will be recalled that the
smaller high schools, such as Holly-
wood High School, received everything to
start with, and the more necessitous high
schools received very little. If the member
for Karrinyup analyses the situation
closely he will notice that there was a
comparison to be made at that time that
was not deserved. More money should
have been spread over the building of
schools rather than using it all in the one
place.

So I suggest the Government owes us a
review of this situation so that it may
provide these other facilities In the next
Budget. It cannot do so now, of course,
because it has already prepared the Budget
and has called tenders, but in the next
Budget the Government should give more
consideration to consolidating the schools
that already exist.

MR BERTRAM (Mt. Hawthorn) [12.05
p.m.): The member for Morley and the
member for Mun daring both complained
about the lack of high schools and high
school facilities In their electorates. This is
nothing new, and while I do not seek to
justify the situation, because It is com-
pletely abhorrent to me, 'mart Hill
High School had the same experience.
About 1959 a Labor Government promised
the parents of 'mu art Hill High School
that in the future a hall-gymnasium
would be built. with the advent of a
Liberal Party Government coming into
office about that time, the building of the
hall-gymnasium was postponed. instead
of it being built at Thart Hill High
School, from my recollection one was
built at Hollywood High School. It was not
built in 1960 or 1961, and when I became a
member in 1968 it was still not built. It
was built as a magnificent Structure about
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1973. So it is not as though the member
for Morley and the member for Mundaring
have a new Problem on their hands.

This is a long-standing situation, and I
advocate to those members that they roll
up their sleeves and pound the Govern-
ment in the way the parents of the child-
ren attending Thart Hill High School,
Yokine High School, Osborne Park High
School, and myself had to Pound the
Government at that time, and ultimately
make approaches to the Tonkin Govern-
ment so that their Just entitlements may
be granted to them in the reasonably fore-
seeable future.

Having said that, I will place on record
the appreciation of the people of Mt.
Hawthorn for the tremendous efforts of
the Australian Government in respect of
education. For years a Catholic school
situated in Prankland Street has been
below standard in that hundreds upon
hundreds of children have been crammed
into the school. Following the actions of
the Australian Government, a new school
will be built nearby and students of the
existlng school will attend there, providing
greater room for the more senior children
who remain. The parents of the children
greatly appreciate this move. It is a
tremendous step forward because expen-
diture of thousands and thousands of dol-
lars is involved, and if It were not for the
assistance of the Australian Government
and its policy the move that will now be
made could never have been contemplated.

Further, the Perth City Council and its
councillors have co-operated in the
building of this new school and I think this
is worth placing on the record also.

It is of no use, of course, having the
money flow in like an avalanche from the
Australian Government if, when it
reaches this State, the money is to be un-
fairly distributed or distributed on the
basis of favouritism. There is a State
school called Wandarra at the corner of
Dodd and Harborne Streets. That school
is largely made up of "temporary
buildings" which are fairly inadequate.
During the summer they are hot boxes and
in the winter they are freezing chambers.
Of recent times efforts have been made by
the parents and citizens' association and
the principal of that school to have some-
thing done about these buildings and I
would be most interested to hear the pre-
cise up-to-date position. These so-called
temporary buildings should be removed
and replaced by permanent structures
which would be more acceptable and
reasonable, having regard to present-day
standards.

I now wish to make a brief point con-
cerning the Osborne Park Primary School.
I have heard It mooted-! am not alleging
that it is a fact-that the headmaster's
residence which is adjacent to the school
may shortly become vacant. I do not know
what the department has in mind for that

building, but superficially, at any event,
it does appear to me that the school needs
extra space and it could be that the op-
portunity has now arrived where the old
headmaster's residence could be demol-
ished and additional space gained for the
school. If an opportunity such as this is
missed other circumstances may intervene
and in due course the school may be the
loser so far as extra space is concerned.
I do not actually know what is happening
in that regard, but I certainly hope the
Minister will give consideration to taking
over the residential area when it becomes
available and adding it to the school to
provide greater space.

MR GRAYDEN (South Perth-Minister
for Labour and Industry) [12.12 p.m.]: I
cannot help recalling, after listening to
some of the Opposition members-!I cer-
tainly do not include all of them in this
category-the story of the person who
continued to cry wolf, and when ulti-
mately he really needed assistance and
cried wolf that assistance was not forth-
coming.

Today we have seen several members
of the Opposition rising to their feet and
making statements which, quite clearly,
would have to be placed in the category
of their crying wolf. Never before has
so much money been spent on education.

We have heard the member for Collie
making all sorts of statements, but if
there is one member of this House who
has received favoured treatment It would
be the member for Collie, for whom many
members have a great deal of respect.
However, to hear him make such state-
ments reminds me of the person who
continued to cry wolf.

Mr H.' D." Evans: This is a factual situa-
tion.

Mr GRAYDEN: Some of the comments
made are completely unwarranted.

Mr H. D. Evans: Which ones?
Mr ORAYDEN: There are no specific

ones.
Mr H. D. Evans: No, of course not.

Mr GRAYDEN: Many comments can
be placed in the category I have men-
tioned. Let me establish this quite clearly
by looking at the Estimates.

To listen to some of the Opposition
members one would think that the educa-
tion vote had been savagely slashed.

Mr Skidnmore: Not one member made
a statement to that effect.

Mr GRAYDEN: Let us have a look at
the Estimates-Part '7: Minister for Edu-
cation. For the information of those
members who do not have the Estimates
in front of them let me straighten out
the situation first. From these Estimates
it can be seen that in 1974-75 the vote
was $152,125 million.i
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Mr Bertram: That has been printed Vote: Education, $213 681 000-
tnere for montns.

Mr GRAYDEN: Notwithstanding that,
members of the Opposition apparently
have not read it. We then see that the
estimate for 1975-76 is $213.681 million, an
increase of $62 million, or 40 per cent.
Yet members of the Opposition are talking
in this way. There is no need for me
to say any more.

I now wish to reply briefly to one or
two points raised. The member for Mor-
ley alleged that the Minister for Educa-
tion had told some sort of untruth in
respect of how many high schools had
been built and were to be built. I regret
that the member for Morley had to wait
until the Minister for Education was over-
seas before he made such a statement.
On a matter which could be so easily
established, no Minister would say some-
thing which was untrue. Obviously the
member for Morley has misinterpreted
what the Minister for Education said and
it rnl-becomes the honourable member to
make accusations of that kind.

The member for Morley raised the
question of safety at the John Forrest
High School. If he is concerned about
It, I would welcome the opportunity to
accompany him to the site and, if aniy
safety measures are required, especil ly
when children are involved, they will be
provided. It would be remiss of anyone
not to take immediate action in this re-
spect. I will wait for the member for
Morley to make a date at his convenience
for me to accompany him to the site.

The member for Clontarf referred to
the necessity for fences around schools
which were alongside highways. If he
has any problem. I will be very happy to
accompany him to the areas concerned.
and If a safety fence is required, it will
be there so quickly it will not matter.

Sir Charles Court: Remind them of the
Increase in loan funds despite the Com-
monwealth cut-back.

Several members Interjected.
Sir Charles Court: The Schools Com-

mission training was postponed by the
Whitlam Government and our figure still
increased.

Several members Interjected.
The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr ORAYDEN: That is the situation.
The facts speak for themselves so there Is
no need for mec to elaborate on them.

I assure the member for Welshpool and
the member for Mt. Hawthorn that I will
study what they have said in respect of
other matters and If I can render any
assistance I will be only too glad to do so.

Mr Bertram: Very good.

Item No. IS: Physical Education.
$235 000--

Mr SKID)MORE: Under this item I wish
to deal with school canteens. I know, Mr
Chairman, that you will ask me-

The CHAIRMAN: What has that to do
wit te Im

Mr SKIDMORE: I knew what you. were
going to ask. I simply say that it has a
lot to do with it and I hope to convince
member--

The CHAIRMAN: I hope you convince
me soon.

Mr SKIDMORE: No problem at all.
because when we consider physical educa-
tion surely we cannot Ignore the physical
well-being of children. It is a hopeless
set-up when we endeavour to ensure that
children undertake physical education when
their physical needs are denied by the Gov-
ernment's attitude to the funding of school
canteens.

I have spoken to the Minister both per-
snally and during deputations from five
schools in my electorate and have emphas-
ised the crying need for school canteens to
cater for the physical well-being of child-
ren so that they may enjoy, to the fullest
extent, the Physical education programme
of the department. It is of no use our
providing Physical education facilities If
we do not also cater for the physical well-
being of the children who will undertake
the physical education programme. That
Is the reason I believe physical education is
connected with school canteens.

This matter should not be taken lightly.
In many areas in Western Australia parents
who are on a low income level are unable
to Provide an adequate lunch for their
children so. In most Instances, they take
the easy way out and provide the children
with 20c or 30c with which to purchase
lunch.' However, what facilities are pro-
vided to enable the children concerned to
purchase an adequate lunch so that they
might undertake the physical education
programme?

If the Physical well-being of children is
adequately catered for it makes for good
pupils In most cases.

I draw the Minister's attention to the
fact that last Year on this item expendi-
ture exceeded the estimate by $40 000.
However, this year the estimate was
$369 000 while the expenditure was only
$347 000, leaving a balance of $20 000. As
It Is impossible to divorce the physical well-
being of children from their physical
education, that $20 000 could well have been
spent in assisting the well-being of child-
ren in schools In a far more realistic way
by providing adequate facilities for meals.

The tine has come when Governments of
all Political colours must study this prob-
lem. This Year the estimate for physical
education is $235 000. It will be useless to
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spend such an amount if we ignore the fact
that, if the children do not have adequate
meals, they will be unable to gain anything
from the Physical education programme.
It Is ludicrous In the extreme that such a
situation should develop In this State.

I hope that even in 1976 the Government
will see its way dlear to spend some of Its
money on school canteens. We all know
that Parents and citizens' associations
throughout the State do a tremendous
amount of work in an effort to provide
educational and physical facilities for
school children. However, because of in-
flation they never have a sufficient number
of dollars in order to qualify f or a Govern-
ment grant for a canteen. It is like a dog
chasing its tail. Many times have those on
this side of the Chamber been accused of
creating such a situation In the Industrial
field. I believe that in the educational
field today the dog is still chasing Its tail.

I hope I have persuaded the Minister
that something should be done for school
canteens so that children might be in a
better Position to profit by the $235 000
spent on physical education.

Vote Put and passed.

Part 8: Minister for Labor and Industry,
Consumer Affairs and Immigration-

Vote: Labour and Industry. $1 313 000-

Item No. 1: Salaries and Allowances
generally, $1 026 000-

Mr SKIDMORE: We all know of the
Problems which have been experienced in
recent weeks concerning construction
safety. I am well aware that the oppor-
tunity will be given at a later stage to
deal with construction safety, but I would
now like to deal with Industrial safety.
Many industrial accidents occur and I have
already expressed in this Chamber on
many occasions the fact that I believe we
do not have a sufficient number of in-
spectors to ensure that the safety and
social well-being of factory workers are
adequately protected.

I know we have a factory welfare board,
but it can make recommendations Only.
It has no authority to do anything because
the regulations under which it works have
no teeth. All they stipulate is that so many
urinals must be provided and so many
cubic feet of space must be provided, all
depending on the number of workers in-
volved.

The regulations are a guide, although a
good guide. However, as I have said, the
regulations have no teeth and the means
by which these teeth could be provided
have not been Included in the Estimates.
Under the 1974-75 Estimates there were
four industrial inspectors and safety
liaison officers to cater for private industry.
Apparently what I have said on this sub-
ject previously has fallen on deaf ears
because, according to this year's Esti-
mates, the number of inspectors will be

the same. There will be no increase in the
number. This is despite the fact that the
Minister has admitted publicly and in the
Press his concern about industrial safety.
and I believe he is sincere in his concern.

We should have more than four inspec-
tors. I could take the Minister to no fewer
than 10 or 15 factories in my electorate
and Prove to him that the regulations of
the board are being circumvented by
employers. This is possible because
an insufficient number of inspectors
is available to police the regulations. It is
useless to Provide for regulations if they
are not enforced.

Many of the factories to which I have
referred are only small, but surely their
owners should not be able too escape their
responsibilities merely because of the cost
factor.

I simply say here and now that I would
have been pleased had the Minister's
concern for industrial safety been shared
by his advisers and the department be-
cause no doubt they have assisted in the
drawing up of the estimates for this
division. Surely they would be aware of
the number of appeals which have been
made to them for assistance under the
factory welfare regulations, and nothing
has been achieved. It is useless to make
such appeals because there are insufficient
inspectors.

In 1974-75 it cost $38 244 for four in-
spectors. I do not think the Government
will go broke through appointing another
four inspectors and undertaking industrial
safety In a proper way. Industrial safety
does not mean sending an inspector to a
factory after an accident has occurred and
saying, "That should not have happened."
It is of no use closing the stable door after
the horse has bolted. If we appointed
social welfare workers, employees would
become more satisfied with their con-
ditions of employment and the possibility
of accidents would be reduced. This matter
Is dear to my heart because It involves
people. I think the Government should
adopt a more realistic attitude and increase
the number of industrial inspectors.

Mr GRAYDEN: I share the concern or
the member for Swan. I agree with him
we should have more officers engaged on
this particular matter in the Department
of Labour and Industry and I sincerely
hope something will be done about it very
shortly. I remind him, however, that we
have about '75 officers in the department
engaged on industrial safety. To make
the most effective use of them, I would
like to see every officer sitting in the
department waiting for unions to ring up
and report instances where the regulations
are being breached. I have conveyed that
to the unions. We want the unions to
report these matters, then our inspectors
can go out and do something about them
-and I can assure the member for Swan
they will act very quickly.
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In the last few days we have heard a
great deal about the Grove shopping centre
at Cottesloe. It was my department which
took the initial steps and called a meeting
of the advisory board in order to acquaint
the unions of what was happening. We
will continue to do this.

As far as the Department of Labour and
Industry is concerned, if there is one thing
on which we place stress it is industrial
safety. We will prosecute anyone who con-
travenes the regulations, and If unions or
anybody else can help us to administer
the existing regulations more effectively by
reporting instances, we would welcome
their help.

Vote put and passed.

Vote: industrial Commission, $408 OG--

item No. 1: Salaries and Allowances
generally, $240 000-

Mr TAYLOR: I would like to draw a
situation to the attention of the Minister
in the hope that something -will be at-
tempted to overcome it in the next few
months. Perhaps it is a matter which will
be covered by the new apprentice training
Act.

The case was brought to my notice re-
cently of an apprentice in the mud trades
-that is, bricklaying, stonemasonry, and
plastering-who is indentured to the In-
dustrial Commission Itself. An occasion
arose where he lost wages through what
seems to be an iniquitous situation. In
the mud trades, because of the nature of
the industry wherein the employers change
f ronm time to time and move from job to
job, it has been agreed that the Industrial
Commission would Indenture apprentices
and arrange for them to go to other em-
ployers as necessary.

In the case brought to my notice, an
apprentice who was indentured to the AP-
prenticeship Board was placed for em-
ployment with a particular contractor. He
worked with that contractor for 11 months
and it then became necessary, because of
his agreement, for him to take a block
release for training. He attended the
Lecederville Technical College for approxi-
mately one month in order to do the
compulsory studies. But the employer who
had looked after him for 11 months, under
an agreement with the Apprenticeship
Board, then dismissed him and refused to
pay him for the month he was doing his
block release. At the end of that block
release period the commission was able to
arrange for another employer to take up
the apprenticeship.

It seems to me to be a little crazy that
when an apprentice was treated In this
way it became necessary for him to have
to approach his union to take up a case
against the original employer in an at-
tempt to obtain some conditions which
were his by right. The matter would
then have to be taken up with the Indus-
trial Commission by the union, yet it Is

the Industrial Commission itself which
holds the indenture for the apprentice.

We have the situation where an appren-
tice Is indentured to the board: that is
one agreement, There is a second agree-
ment which is signed by the ap;,rentice,
the board, the guardian, and the employer.
In the case in point, where an apprentice
is wrongly treated by that employer it is
not the board, representing the commis-
sion, which takes up his case and looks
after him; the union is required to take
It up and go direct to the commission to
fight for the apprentice's rights. It seems
to be all back to front. If the apprentice
is indentured to the Industrial Commis-
sion to start with, then I feel the com-
mission has some obligation to press for
his rights.

When I took up the matter, the chair-
man of the board, who was an industrial
commissioner, said in effect, "I am sorry,
you will have to go to the union." The
only body which would require the payment
of wages for this block release period was
the union, which would refer the matter
back to the Industrial Commission for
determination. This is a matter which
I think is worthy of further investigation.
I hope by next session something will be
determined to obviate this circuitous
approach to the problems of an apprentice,

Vote put and Passed.
Vote- Public Service Arbitration, $52 000

-put and passed.
Vote: Construction Safety, $243 000-

Item No. 1: Salaries and Allowanices
generally, $193 000-

Mr SKIDMORE: We are all aware of
the problems associated with construction
safety at the Grove shopping centre and
the admirable actions taken by the in spec-
tors concerned, who went out and endeav-
oared to have the company front up to its
responsibilities under the regulations.

The difficulty is that there are far too
many sites for the number of inspectors
available to be able to look at them. In
his remarks regarding other inspectors the
Minister said he would like to have the
inspectors sitting in their offices waiting
for phone calls from unions. I would pre-
fer that all inspectors involved in indus-
trial safety were at the construction sites.
The unions do not have the resources to
provide a full-time officer to attend to
safety on sites. We rely upon the good
services of the shop stewards on the job,
and a matter must go through the trade
union movement, the executive of the
Trades and Labor Council, and the full
council before any action can be taken.

This is a very long and Involved method
of having matters settled. It would appear
to me to be far better for the unions, if
they are to do this, to be funded. If the
unions are asked to provide an Inspec-
torate, the Government should fund It.
The Government should consider that if
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the unions are responsible for direct con-
tact with people and construction sites.
then surely it is not unusual or unrealistic
that the Government should provide funds
for a properly trained construction person,
under the auspices of the rades and
Labor Council, and employed by that
council on behalf of the whole union
movement. This would give the unions
ready access to inspectors. At the moment
the unions must go through long, drawn-
out negotiations with their own executives,
and then through the TLC as I have
already mentioned.

I suggest that a direct approach by this
full-time officer, who would do the job
and report back to the Department of
Labour and Industry, would result in
Quicker settlements. There Is a ready-made
vehicle for such an officer to be appointed
when we consider the welfare board and
the Construction Safety Board. Mr Wheel er
of the TLC has recently undertaken a
safety training course in the Eastern
States, and I believe his course results
indicate he is well qualified to undertake
the type of investigation that is envisaged.
This would be a tremendous step forward.
I am putting forward this suggestion in
an effort to overcome the problem raised
by the Minister for Labour and Industry
about Inspectors having to wait to be told
about an accident.

Mr Grayden Interjected.
Mr SKIDMORE: It seems to be a waste

of time to have three safety construction
inspectors sitting in their offices waiting
to be told that a worker has been killed on
a site.

The CHAIRMAN: The Minister for
Labour and Industry is making inter-
jections to the member for Swan,
but unfortunately we cannot hear them;
certainly the Hansard reporter cannot hear
them. I ask the Minister to raise the level
of his interjections so that he can be
heard.

Mvr SKIDMORE: Mr Chairman, the
Minister was saying that he could not quite
understand the point I am making. I am
suggesting to him that the Government
should pay the salary of at least one
safety officer to be employed by the
T'rades and Labor Council on behalf of
the whole trade union movement in West-
ern Australia. Such an officer would be
able to deal directly 'with the complaints as
they come in.

For instance, if it is seen that scaffold-
ing on a building is in a dangerous condi-
tion, at the present time the shop stew-
ard on the site reports it to the trade
union, and the union sends the report on
through all the other lines of communica-
tion. This is not a good way to prevent ac-
cidents. We should not wait until some-
one falls from a building because of inade-
quate scaffolding. A death may occur as a
result of inadequate scaffolding, and the

inspector receives a telephone call to the
effect that there has been a. tragedy at a
certain construction site. I guarantee that
by the time the inspector gets to that site,
Inevitably the scaffolding-or whatever
caused the accident-has been put back in
place. This happens every day. The em-
ployment of a safety officer may be one
way to prevent accidents, as distinct from
curing the effects of them.

The Department of Labour and industry
inspectors have made very commendable
efforts in regard to accident prevention at
the Grove shopping centre. I had hoped
there would be a more realistic increase in
the number of inspectors in the depart-
ment. There were 11 inspectors last year,
and the figure has been increased to 13
this Year, but this seems to me to be a very
Inadequate increase.

My suggestion of a Government- paid
safety officer would be a tremendous step
forward for three reasons. F'irstly, it would
Involve a direct line of approach to the
unions, and this is a valid reason for imple-
menting it. Secondly, it would be a pre-
ventive measure;, and thirdly, what a won-
derful public relations job it would be for
any Government to convince the trade
union movement that it had a genuine de-
sire to prevent industrial accidents. I hope
my remarks will be looked at and an
amount provided within this estimate for
such an officer.

Vote put and passed.

Sitting suspended from 12.45 to 2.15 p.m.

Votes: Factories, $350 000; Inspection of
Machinery, $537 000; Weights and Mea-
sunres, $196 000-put and passed.

Vote: State Insurance Office, $10-.

Item No. 1: Salaries, Wages and Allow-
ances generally $2 326 000-

Mr TAYLOR: Briefly I want to record
the experience of a constituent of mine,
because I believe there may be a case for
some consideration by the State Insurance
Office to make an ex gratta payment. I am
in no way criticising the State Insurance
Office; it is just that I think this is one of
those cases that should be brought to the
attention of the Parliament from time to
time.

In January of this year a Mr Arnold
Hoehne of Medina, when approaching the
local Ewinana rubbish tip in his vehicle,
had occasion to stop under a tree which
had been burnt by fire. After he stopped a
branch fell, instantly killing him. When
investigations were made in an endeavour
to assist Mrs Hochne it was discovered that
although certain land had been set aside
by the shire for the rubbish tip, and per-
mission had been obtained from the In-
dustrial Lands Development Authority to
use this land, the officers of the shire and
local residents using the tip were using a
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track or road across a block of land adja-
cent to the tip which had been put through
by Bell Brothers a number of years before
when that contractor was constructing the
red mud lakes.

Herein lies the problem. The tree in
question was standing on a block of land
adjacent to the tip which no-one had ever
requested permission to cross, and yet
daily shire vehicles and the vehicles of local
residents were driven across that track.
This had been the practice for years. Tech-
nically, the tree was not on council land
and therefore there was no responsibility
on the council. The State Insurance Office
has also claimed, and It is technically cor-
rect, that it has no responsibility In the
matter either.

I have approached the Minister who, to
date, has not had sufficient time to con-
sider the case, but I hope he will look at
the matter-

Mr Grayden: I have a detailed letter
from you and I will have the case looked
at.

Mr TAYLOR: I appreciate the Minister's
interjection. However, I want the Minis-
ter to consider the whole situation a little
more deeply and not just in the light of
this particular case. As is only right, the
shire has insured itself against a number
of risks. People have carried out business
in a way that has been directed by the
shire, and yet because of a particular
situation, when an accident does occur one
finds there is no redress for people who
use the normal track. Therefore it seems
there should be some avenue opened up
either by the State Insurance Office or
some other insurance company to cover
those areas where the risk is not specifi-
cally covered but which, in normal circum-
stances, one would understand was cov-
ered.

In this particular case there is no access
to the tip other than across this block
of land. An accident has occurred, but,
Perhaps through an oversight, no-one can
be blamed. Such an accident could have
happened either to a council employee or
to any other local resident.

I repeat again that I appreciate te
interjection made by the Minister. I am
casting no reflection on the State Insur-
ance Office, because it Is mierely following
the normal practice of any insurance of-
fice. The fact remains that by following
other vehicles veross a well-known Lrack
to reach the rubbish tip, in a matter of
seconds this man loses his life, leaving a
widow and three young children.

Mr Grayden: You may rest assured we
will go into this case thoroughly and we
will co-operate anywhere along the line if
at all possible.

Mr TAYLOR: I thank the Minister for
his comments because it is one of those
cases that could occur in other areas as
well.

Mr BERTRAM: Under item 1 there IS
provision far new appointments, the esti-
mate being $20 000. What concerns me
is that nearly two years ago Judge Hee-
nan, who conducted an inquiry Into mat-
ters relating to the State Insurance Office,
submitted his report to the Government.
Notwithstanding many requests on several
occasions that that report be tabled in
Parliament and its contents made public,
the report still remains secret. So far as
I am aware it has still not been tabled and
only a handful of people within the Gov-
ernment have any knowledge of Judge
Heen an's report and recommendation-,;

As far as I am aware the Government
has not given the faintest clue as to the
reason for its suppression. When the Gov-
ernment suppresses a document, file, re-
port or anything else, it may have excel-
lent grounds for doing so. However, what
it has not done as far as I am aware on
this occasion is bother to let members into
the secret concerning Its suppression of
the report. Those on this side of the Cham-
ber are left groping.

It may be that with the changed position
on the Canberra front, due to the success-
ful coup undertaken there on the 11th
instant, the Government may now have
different ideas and it may consider that It
is no longer necessary to suppress this re-
port. if this is so, it would be highly de-
sirable if it would table it today because
this may well be our last sitting day for
the year.

Those on this side believe that the sup-
Pressed report of Judge Heenan contains
recommendations that it is no longer ten-
able, justifiable, or conscionable for the
Government or anyone else to confine the
operations of the 5010 unfairly, and that
the operations of the 8010 must be ex-
tended on a much broader front In order
that the people might get a fair go and
that the people's insurance organisation-
namely, the S010-might operate more
efficiently and successfully and might be
a proper means for competing against the
non-Government insurance companies, anid
by that process give to the people the op-
portunity to get a better bargain in in-
surance.

In any event countless Western Austra-
lians are inconvenienced daily because they
want to do business with the 8010, but
that office is unable to do the business
although it would like to do so in the
interests of both the people and itself. It
is unable to do so because its franchise
is severely limited by the Government.

We believe Judge Heenan's report states
that the $010 must be permitted to extend
its franchise and virtually place no limit
upon it. It may be that he has also said
that certain steps must be taken by way
of taxing the SG10 in order to make it
comparable with other bodies. I do not
think those on this side of the Chamber
would complain greatly on that score.
either.
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It is most unsatisfactory that month
after month people must be subjected to
the greatest inconvenience. I am referring
particularly to the people in my electorate
who want to transact all their insurance
business, so far as it Is possible, with the
8010, but the Government says, "Thou
shalt not do it." Therefore they Insure as
much as possible with the SOTO and then
take the remainder of their business else-
where.

It is grossly unfair that the SO10 must
be confined in the main to nonprofitable
insurance while other non-Government
bodies are able to go into the profitable
fields and virtually remove themselves
from the nonprofit section. We in the Op-
Position should not be here guessing at
what Judge Heenan has recommended. The
time surely has arrived when the report
should be tabled. It will be tabled at some
time and why should it not be tabled to-
day? Why should not we be allowed to look
at it so that the recommendations of the
judge may be known and the Government
wll be under greater pressure to do the
right thing by the people?

It is a very poor state of affairs when
a State body should be held back against
its wishes and to the detriment of the
State and the people. An amount of only
$20 000 is provided for new appointments.
I maintain when the report is tabled far
more than the miserable amount of 620 000
will be required for new appointments be-
cause the business to the SOT0 will be
overwhelming when the franchise is ex-
tended, and there will be need for addi-
tional staff which will require in excess of
$20000.

However, members can rest assured that
the profit from that business will Justify
expenditure well in excess of $20 000.

What I would like to know is the reason
for the holdup and for the secrecy and
suppression. We should not have to be
here dabbling around and guessing at what
we think is the almost inevitable content
of the report because of the fairness and
common sense of the situation. The Solo
should not be held back unfairly, but
should be permitted to provide to the peo-
ple the service for which it was established.

Mr GRAYDEN: I share the member's
concern in respect of this issue. I c an
assure him that I am annoyed that the
report has not been made public before
now. Nevertheless, the member for Mt.
Hawthorn should realise that the future of
the SOTO must be viewed against the
background of what is occurring In Aus-
tralia generally in respect of insurance,
workers' compensation, and third party
insurance. We have the Commonwealth
Government proposing rehabilitation and
compensation legislation which will have
an effect on our 8GIO. I must emphasise
that the SOTO lost in the vicinity of $6.5
million.

Mr Bertram: On compensation?

Mr GRAYDEN: Yes. I do not think the
member for Mt. Hawthorn should pur-
sue this matter because it Is questionable
whether there is any point in having a
State Government Insurance Office In this
State. However, that remains to be seen.
The insurance which Is effected could
possibly be done infinitely more effectively
by private concerns.

Mr Taylor: Should not people be given
the choice? T'hey do not have a choice
now.

Mr GRAYDEN: This is the point which
of course any Government would have to
take into consideration. Even though it
will cost more to do it through the State
Government Insurance Office, It might be
desirable from the point of view of
Western Australia that it continue.

Mr Bertram: It was set up originally to
cope with compensation which the private
companies could not effect.

Mr GRAYDEN: It is proposed to under-
take an inquiry into workers' comnpensa-
tion. All kinds of reports have been sub-
mitted in respect of the State Government
Insurance office, and the one the honour-
able member is referring to is now hope-
lessly out of date in the light of develop-
ments. I think the major reason it has not
been made public Is that it is so out of
date.

Vote put and passed.
Votes: Consumer

5376 990; Imm1gration,
passed.

Affairs Bureau,
$670 000-put and

Part 9: Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment, Mines and Fuel and Energy-

MR DAVIES (Victoria Park) 12.32 p.m.]:
Some time ago there was a release about
off-peak Power supplies for heating water.
I sought some advice as to what may be
the requirements in regard to private in-
dividuals. One of the reasons I did this
was that If an extra meter and time switch
would have to be Provided the builders of
new homes would need to realise that and
make provision for them on the switch-
boards. It is difficult to have to chisel
out two or three courses of bricks to put
in an additional time switch and meter.

If It is a possibility or a fact that there
will be off-peak power loading and addi-
tional equipment will be required, irres-
pective of who Provides it and who meets
the cost, architects and builders should
now be made aware that in their design-
ing they should make provision for this
eventuality. It would probably save a
great deal of expense and Inconvenience
In the long run. They need to get their
electrical work approved at a certain
stage-I am not certain whether it Is the
design stage or the building stage.

I repeat what I started off with: If it
is a fact that this will happen and the
equipment will be needed, now is the
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Lime to alert builders and make provision
for it.

MR T. H. JONES (Collie) [2.34 p.m.J:
Had the member for Clontarf been here
this afternoon. I am sure he would have
had a lot to say about this part. How-
ever, he is involved in another appoint-
ment which he could not cancel.

First of all, I raise the question of the
increased electricity charges which are
affecting the community. The increases
have been steep. Members know the im-
pact they have had on householders,
generally, in Western Australia. We on
this side of the Chamber have been given
to understand that the revenue being re-
ceived as a result of the Increases is much
greater than was expected by the State
Energy Commission. The Minister can
correct me if I am wrong, but this in-
formation has been made available to me.
The matter should now be reviewed in
the light of experience and some reduction
should be made in charges to con-
sumers of electric current in Western
Australia as a consequence of the addi-
tional income which has been received.

Finally, I would like to mention the de-
cision of the State Government to change
the Kwinana power station to coal burn-
ing. I think I should place on record the
waste of Government money. We are
now involved in additional expenditure of
$25 million. When the units at Kwlnana
were first constructed, In my opinion they
should have been constructed to burn oil
and coal, and the $25 million could have
been used for other purposes such as re-
lieving unemployment and for hospitals
and schools.

On behalf of the Opposition, I raise a
protest, because it will be recalled that
in 1970 the Brand Government refused
my request for a Royal Commission in-
quir into the State Electricity Commis-
sion, and the matters I mentioned then
have now been proved correct. I also
want to place on record the views of an
executive member of the Country Party
of Western Australia In relation to my
moves when I opposed the Ewinana sta-
tion. He writes to me-

Dear Tom,
I've Just watched you on T.V. talk-

ing about the Kwinana fiasco. You
are dead right-in my opinion Nalder
was misled.

I well remember the battle and the
arguments at that time. The three
facts that were needed-the price of
oil and the cost of making Swinana
capable of burning coal at the time
and the amount of coal available were
kept from us.

I was convinced at the time that
the decision was taken on political
grounds without regard for the facts
and without too much thought for the
future.

It's not much comfort to be able to
say 'I told you so' but at least you
have the knowledge that you put up
the questions that should have been
answered and the case that proved
fight.

I'm still a Country Party member-
The writer of that letter ise serving on the
executive of the Country Party of Western
Australia.

In 1970 I spoke in this Chamber for some
four hours and pleaded with the Brand
Government to institute an inquiry into
the State Electricity Commission, but that
request was denied.

Mr McPharlin: Who would have misled
Mr Nalder, as he then was?

Mr T. H. JONES: I do not know, I cer-
tainly did not. It will be recalled he was
misled when he was told there were 35
years left for coal at Collie. I did not agree
with that at the time. It was only when
the Labor Government came into office
that a drilling programme was initiated,
and Mr Joe Lord, a Government geologist,
when speaking at a seminar two weeks ago,
said the proved reserves of coal at Collie
today are in excess of 390 million tonnes.
Someone misled Mr Nalder, as he then
was. I am on record as saying, at the time
I was the secretary of the union in 1965,
that someone had misled the Minister. We
pleaded with the Government to do more
drilling, but all pleas unfortunately fell
on deaf ears. The State is now paying the
penalty for one of the biggest blunders
which has ever been made by any Govern-
ment in Western Australia, in my opinion.
Someone should face up to it.

If members would like to take the time
to read the submissions I made when
asking for a Royal Commission inquiry-
I am not patting myself on the back but
we have to look at the facts--they would
find that what I said in 1970 has been
proved correct, and an indication of that is
contained in the letter I received from a
present executive member of the Country
Party of Western Australia-he is not an
ex-member of the Country Party-who
congratulated me and said he agreed with
me 100 per cent and that I was proved
right in my assessment.

Sir Charles Court: Are you going to tell
them about the time you led the band that
told the Brand Government it had over-
estimated the reserves?

Mr T. H. JONES: The Premier is talk-
ing about the Marshall report. Do not let
us mix the two issues. The Brand Govern-
ment brought Mr Marshall from Sydney
to make an assessment of the MuJa open
cut reserves. We argued with that. What
I am asking the Premier is: Who made the
blue'? Did the Brand Government tell the
SEC to do what it did at Kwinana, or did
the SEC do it on its own initiative? Who
made the blue? Nobody can tell me. The
same thing happened with the price of oil:
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for some years we could not find out the
Price of oil.

Somebody made a blue and, of course,
the State Is now paying the penalty. Collie
has already paid its penalty. I want to
record my protest, and I want to know
who was responsible for involving the
State in the unnecessary expenditure of
$25 million. At the time the General
Manager of the State Electricity Commis-
sion (Mr Jukes) used all sorts of specious
arguments against extending Muja. Thank
God the Tonkin Government, before It left
office, decided to add $87 million-worth of
extensions to the Collie plant.

Mr Jukes even said there was not suffi-
cient water to extend MuJa.

Mr Sibson: You agreed with that.
Mr T1. H. JONES: I did not, and if the

member for Bunbury reads my speech
when I moved for the appointment of a
Royal Commission, he will see that I did
not. If the member likes to go down to
the area and study it he will know what
Is going on. Mains were taken to the
Neath mine to supply water, and those
mains have never been used. If the nmem-
ber for Bunbury has as much knowledge
of my electorate as he professes to have,
he would know water in abundance Is
being obtained from the Western No. 2
mine. Yet Mr Jukes said there was in-
sufficient water to extend Muja, but there
were no problems In other directions-and
the member for Bunbury knows the direc-
tions to which I refer.

I do not want to delay the Chamber,
but someone should face up to this matter
because the coalmining industry and the
State have paid the penalty. Someone
should answer for the wrong decision taken
by the Brand-Nalder Government of
Western Australia.

I admire the executive member of the
Country Party of Western Australia to
whom I have referred because he had the
guts to write to me and congratulate me
as a member of the Opposition. He has
said, "Look, I agree with everything you
said." Where does that place the Country
Party of Western Australia?

The Minister is aware of the importance
of coal to this State, and whilst I do not
blame him for these misdemeanours be-
cause he was not the Minister at the time,
I appeal to him to consider Putting down
another deep mine on the Collie coalfield
in the interests of the industry. I am
concerned about this, because it will be
recalled that in 1965 the Hebe mine was
flooded, and 115 men worked at this mine.
At the moment there are some 360 men
employed at Western No. 2 deep mine.
As the State now relies very heavily on
coal for the generation of electricity I
raise the question of what would happen
if that mine were flooded and the employ-
ment of 380 miners were placed In Jeo-
pardy.

I appeal to the Minister to initiate talks
with the companies with a view to putting
down another deep mine so that we are
not relying on one mine alone. I think
he would agree that we must have a ratio
of open-out and deep-mine coal. Another
deep mine would be in the interest of
continuity of supply for the State Energy
Commission of Western Australia.

MR TAYLOR (Cockburn) [2.44 Pin.):
I wish to raise briefly a matter that has
been referred to in this Chamber a num-
ber of times over many years. It refers to
the Kwinana beach area; that segment of
land South of the CSBP works and hemmed
in between Cockburn Sound and Industry-
mainly the Western Mining Corporation
nickel refinery.

Members will recall from previous de-
bates that both the Present and former
Governments for three or four years
now have allocated between $200 000 and
$300 000 each year progressively to buy out
the people who want to leave the area.
One could spend some time speaking on
the matter of who was originally respon-
sible for the position of these People, but
I do not think that is appropriate at the
moment,

My reason for rising is that the Kwinana
beach area has now reached the stage
where there is just a small number of
residents remaining, and probably a pro-
portion of those people desire to stay.
When the present allocation of $300 000
has been dispersed, we will find only a
handful of residents are left. Therefore, I
think the time Is appropriate for some sort
of survey to be taken to ascertain the
wishes of those who remain, I suspect that
unless these people are given some degree
of confidence they, like many others be-
fore them, will demand to be bought out
so they can move away,

In part this will be caused by the cur-
tailment of bus, telephone, mail, and local
store services, which will place pressure on
those who stay to move out, despite the
fact that I believe a number of them
would want to remain.

I suggest the answer may be that next
year in the Estimates the Government does
not simply allocate a sum to buy out those
people who have expressed a desire to leave
the area, but that it allocates a sum suffi-
cient to leave a proportion in a special
fund which would be available for those
who want to leave subsequently.

To put it more clearly, I believe those
people who are there at present will sud-
denly get on the bandwagon as the next 20
or 25 families leave the area; they will do
so because they will fear they Will be left
out.

However, if some guarantee Is given by
the Government that If they wish to re-
main they can do so, but that finance will
be available as and when required to buy
them out, I feel they will take the initiative
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themselves and remain In what Is at least
In part a reasonably pleasant area in which
to Uve.

Firstly then, my appeal to the Minister
Is that at this stage, when perhaps pro-
bably only one-fifth of the population of
two or three years ago remains In the area,
a survey be carried out to ascertain their
wishes.

Secondly, if sufficient people indicate
they are happy to remain for the time be-
ing efforts should be made to assist them
by keeping certain services available in
the area. Thirdly, they should be advised
that the Government will give sympathetic
consideration to assisting them at some
future date should they decide to remain
for the time being. If this is not done I
fear the remainder of the people, seeing
the empty spaces around them and wan-
dering whether a future Budget will make
allowance for them, will start to apply
pressure on the Government to buy their
properties, thus placing a strain on loan
funds.

MR BERTRAM (Mt. Hawthorn) [2.48
p.m.): I was encouraged to enter the de-
bate by the remarks of the member for
Collie because I understood him to Inti-
mate there is a prospect of electricity
charges being reduced. That is quite con-
trary to the information which has come
to me. My belle! is that there is a greater
probability that electricity charges will in
fact be increased.

I would like to know from the Minister
whether there is any substance in the
Proposition that the charges for electricity
Will be increased within the next few
months and, if so, to what extent, and
why it is necessary for them to be in-
creased once again. That IS my first point.

My second point comes under the head-
ing of' industrial development. I think
everyone has became very much aware In
recent years-and more so in the near
past-that industries of all kinds across
the spectrum are tending more and more
to centralise in the Eastern States. I
think even insurance companies are with-
drawing their manpower by closing down
or reducing their offices in Perth and other
places throughout Western Australia. They
are retrenching staff or transferring them
to the Eastern States; in other words,
they are centralising on a huge scale.

As these companies, fairs, and corpora-
tions are operating for profit, and because
centralisatlon means efficiency, more pro-
fit and less expenses we cannot complain
that this should be happening. I should
like the Minister to confirn as a fact that
this trend-if that is what it Is: It may
even be a rush-is occurring. If tkhe cen-
tralisatlon of industry-in other words, the
movement of industry from Western Aus-
tralia and other parts of Australia towards
the east-is taking place, I should like to
know its dimensions and Its repercussions

upon the people, the economy, and the
unemployment situation of Western Aus-
tralia; and what steps have been taken
thus far and will be taken In the future to
stop any undue centralisation of industry.

We do not wish to wake up in a year
or two and find the whole position has
gone beyond recall; if this is occurring, it
must be recognised swiftly, and action
taken. It may well be that the only
remedy possible is by way of Government
action. The Treasury may have to pro-
vide financial assistance to companies and
businesses generally to encoux age them to
remain in the State until such time as
the State itself is of sufficient strength to
permit the profitable operation of these
concerns, without assistance. Does the
Minister recognise that these things are
happening, and at an increasing rate, right
across the board in industry generally?
What steps has the Minister taken to
counter this trend, and what steps does hie
propose in the future to stop the rot?

MR MENSAXOS (Floreat-minlster for
Industrial Development) (2.52 p-m.): I
thank members for their comments. I will
not reply to the member for Victoria Park
until later, because he is not in the Cham-
ber at the moment. In regard to the
member for Collie. I shall seriously consider
buying him a tape recorder for Christmas
In order to save his voice.

Mr T. H. Jones: Be fair: it had not
been recorded In Hansard.

Mr MENSAROS: The honourable mem-
ber did not need to say it again.

Mr T. H. Jones: I could have spoken
for much longer; I shortened my speech in
a spirit of co-operation.

Mr MENSAROS: The honourable mem-
ber's claim that revenue is greater than
expected is not correct: on the contrary,
tariff calculations include the rise in an-
ticipated consumption. It Is well known
that the view of the State Electricity Com-
mission, before It was reconstituted, was
rather optimistic;, it thought the rise in
consumption would be much higher than
actually It has been and as a consequence
the increase in revenue from that area has
not been as high as expected.

In addition, the Government Implement-
ed certain policies which resulted in addit-
ional expenditure, one of which was the
complete equalisation of tariffs between
country and metropolitan areas. If mem-
bers considered this area and consulted
figures supplied by the SEC and answers I
gave to questions, It Is quite obvious that
this Government deliberately Incurred a
loss in the country on this utility organ-
Isatlon as a matter of policy, because we
feel the State Government should do all
in its power to alleviate the high cost of
living suffered by people in country areas.

I am net ashamed to admit that t his
amounts to the subsidization of country
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consumers by consumers In the metropoli-
tan area. This is the correct policy and
it is Preferable to charging these people
actually what it costs the State to generate
that amount of electricity in the country
or transmit It to the country. Other costs
are incurred In effecting connections to
country consumers.

With regard to the cost structure of the
SEC. I believe the biggest adjustment must
be made as a result of forward planning to
try to eliminate excess generating capacity,
over and above peak consumption. Very
few people realise that while the price of
fuel and labour forms a substantial pro-
Portion of the costs of this utility, a very
large proportion of the cost structure is
made up of capital Investment and the high
servicing charges for such capital.

Very often, as there is a long lead time
in constructing a generating plant there is
a large excess generating capacity over and
above peak consumption. Of course, the
Government cannot calculate excess re-
quirements too closely, otherwise It would
create a dangerous situation. However,
these matters are being very carefully con-
sidered: perhaps emergency generators,
gas turbines and that sort of thing may
provide the answer. We do not want to be
in the position of having generating plants
which are not being used to near capacity
and this of course forms a major propor-
tion of the cost structure of the SEC.

I do not want to deal with the recurring
accusations that we are going to spend $25
million for nothing In converting the
Kwinana units to dual firing. I explained
this matter at the time and In a special
statement during the Budget debate, to
which members of the Opposition took
exception. We are not going to spend $25
million for nothing, because had the orig-
inal decision been to build coal-fired gen-
erating plants we would have spent a
similar amount of money-having regard
to the reducing value of money due to
inflation-in providing rail facilities and
the like to service the generating plants
with coal.

Mr T. H. Jones: It would have been much
less.

Mr MENSAROS: We could not have
done without such facilities. The very
fact that we are to have a dual-fired sys-
tem partly answers the question raised by
the member for Collie. I am not unsym-
pathetic to the matters raised by the hon-
curable member. He suggested we start
work on a second deep coalmine. But one
answer to the problem he raises is that.
because we will have a dual-tied unit, if
any mishap were to cause a break In the
supply of coal we could convert to oil firing
without even shutting down the plant.

Although I was not involved in making
the original decision to build oil-fired
generating units, I suggest that if the
member for Collie disregarded the interests
of his electorate for a moment-although
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I am not suggesting he should-and con-
sidered the interests of the entire State he
would make the same decision now as the
Government made at that time, were the
conditions today the same as they were
then.

Mr T. H. Jones: I would not have made
such a decision originally,

Mr MENSAROS: I am suggesting that
is what the member for Collie would have
done.

Mr T. H. Jones: You said that if there
were a holdup in the supply of coal, you
would switch to oil. What about the men
who are employed in the coalmining in-
dustry? What about their jobs?

Mr MENSAROS: I1 am trying to answer
the member for Collie fairly and logically.
He suggests we commence work on a
second deep mine purely as a reserve in
case there is a calamity in one mine. I
do not think this is a viable proposition
in view of the additional capital invest-
ment required. As I said to the member
for Clontarf last year when he asked qlues-
tions relating to temporary reserves, we
are negotiating with the companies for the
signing of long-term contracts. We have
already signed a three-year agreement
for the supply of coal, which as members
opposite will know, is much longer than
the old practice of having six-monthly
agreements. That would give them some
security. Our aim is to negotiate with
them further, and to provide longer-term
agreements with escalation clauses. From
an economic point of view that would make
it possible for them to expand by the use
of more machinery and further investment
of capital. Their mining operations would
be safeguarded.

The member for Cockburn referred to
land at Kwinana, and I am somewhat
sympathetic with his observation. He said
that the amount was $200 000 to $300 000
through the years. I know there has been
some escalation in property prices, but
nevertheless the estimate for this year re-
presents an increase of 50 per cent as a
result of the promise made by the Pre-
mier.

Mr Taylor: It was our Government which
first began providing $200 000.

Mr MENSAROS: The amount was
$200 000 for several years in succession.

Mr Taylor: The point you have made is
unnecessary.

Mr MENSAROS: I am replying to the
honourable member's comment. He said
the amount in the past was $200 000 to
$300 000, and then $200 000. If he had not
said that I would not have raised the
point.

I do not agree with the proposal that
the Government should try to keep the
people in that area. No Government is
in a position to buy them out all at once.
People who wish to remain there from
the Point of view of the available funds to
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buy out proprietors will be able to re-
main, and the Government is quite happy
with such an arrangement. These People
are not amongst the ones whose properties
are being purchased Presently. I realise
that the time might come when a very
small core of people will wish to remain,
but whether or not it is economical to pro-
vide them with services, which because of
the economies of scale will become dispro-
portionately expensive, remains to be seen.

After all, nobody lives forever. Apart
from being used to the area, I doubt very
much whether any other people, such as
the children of the present occupants,
would want to reside in the centre of an
industrial area. The point raised by the
member for Cockburn will be examined.

Mr Taylor: If you will carry out that
survey, it will provide us with a basis for
future debate and decisions, as to whether
to improve the services or to buy them
out.

Mr MENSAROS: That point will be
examined.

Regarding the point raised by the mem-
ber for Mt. Hawthorn, of course the Gov-
ernment knows very well the tendency,
which is not unique to Western Australia,
where the economies of scale become more
and more important to business enter-
prises. Not only are we aware of this, but
indeed we have done many things to
counter this trend.

I could mention the very important
office which we established In Sydney to
overcome shortages of supplies originally.
This office has been maintained with the
very efficient representative that we have.
Its main purpose now is to direct its at-
tention towards this field. As late as yes-
terday I received a report from our repre-
sentative in that office: it showed that he
was able to persuade two fairly large com-
Panties, which virtually had decided in
principle to transfer their manufacturing
operations from Western Australia to
Sydney, to remain in this State. One is
a fairly large paint manufacturing com-
pany. With the help of departmental
officers our representative was able to
nersuade those companies to remain, and
indeed extend their WA. activities.

Mr Taylor: Is he the expediter?

Mr MENSAROS: He was known as the
expediter when he was dealing with short-
ages. We have retained the office in
Sydney to investigate other matters, In-
cluding the one raised by the member for
Mt. Hawthorn.

There are various reasons, other than
the economies of scale, for companies to
transfer from this State. In this respect
I seek the help of the member for Mt.
Hawthorn, whose comments I appreciate
very much, to persuade his colleague, the
member for Morley, not to keep on

emphasising that Western Australia is the
worst place in this country from the point
of view of environmental Protection. He
seems to indicate that Western Australia
does not want development at all, and
would like to do away with industry.

As a result of those comments, Western
Australia is quickly acquiring that reputa-
tion in the Eastern States. Because of the
utterances by the member for Morley that
Western Australia does not want any more
developments, a great number of corpora-
tions are taking the view that It is not
worth while to undertake developments in
Western Australia. I say to the member
for Mt. Hawthorn that if he can persuade
his colleague to refrain from making those
utterances, it would help us very much.

Mr H. D. Evans: You are distorting the
attitude presented by the member for
Morley.

Mr MENSAROS: That Is the honourable
member's opinion.

Mr H. D. Evans: That is a fact.

Mr MENSAROS: Maybe the people in
the Eastern States have distorted the
position also. Because of that I say he is
not capable of offering his comments with-
out causing other people to distort them.
I have spoken to a number of companies,
and they all told me the same thing. If
what the member for Warren has said is
correct, then not only I but also many
other people have misunderstood those
comments. The member for Warren is In
the minority if he thinks other people
have misunderstood the member for
Morley.

Mr Taylor: The directors of the com-
panies would know that the member for
Morley is only a member of the Opposi-
tion.

Mr MENSA ROS: At the same time he
Is gathering more and more support
through the media, and more and more
People are becoming influenced. I appreci-
ate that it is within reason that in taking
steps to maintain employment the environ-
mental question should be looked at. I
appreciate this point, and we are doing
all we can.

It is very difficult to foster Industrial
development in W.A.'s country areas. My
personal view is that the best way to -do
this is to base it on something which is
a logical resource. We should not merely
grab an industry from the metropolitan
area and shift it somewhere else for the
sake of decentralisation. We should sup-
port an industry which Is healthy, and
which has hopes of being healthy in the
future. If we do that we will be success-
ful. I am not bragging when I say that
Western Australia has the lowest incidence
of unemployment, and industry has not left
US.
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I now want to comment on what the
member for Victoria Park has said, as he
is now in the Chamber.

Mr T. H. Jones: He had an appointment.

Mr MENSAROS: That was why I left
his comments to the last. Regarding
reduced tariff for electricity in the off-
Peak periods, I should congratulate the
commission-which has had only about 4j
months since its reorganisation to carry
out its functions--for having already
started to examine this matter and many
others. The commission has examined
a host of questions, amongst them
the question of the tariff for off -
peak electricity supplies. From very
thorough briefings I have had and from
constant communications with the com-
mission, I understand that the situation in
Western Australia Is not as easy as that
in the Eastern States where there is, in
comparison, a tremendously larger con-
sumption of electricity. Nevertheless, no
decision has been made as yet. At present
we do not know what technicalities will
be Involved, and what will be the charges,
if this scheme is introduced. It has to be
examined from an economic point of view.

Obviously we will not be able to Imple-
ment the scheme in the same way as the
scheme has been implemented In Tasmania
where electricity consumption after cer-
tain hours is charged at a lower rate, We
will have to Implement this in a way
similar to that adopted in Victoria where
the reduced tariff is applied to hot-water
storage systems. We will have to do it
either through the use of time clocks or
the introduction of quantitative arrange-
ments.

The studies have not yet been com-
pleted. Quite obviously the point raised by
the member for Victoria Park is a logical
one, and will be pursued. The State
Electricity Commission rules will be
changed, and the relevant parties, such
as architects, local authorities, and builders
will be notified.

Vote:
$3 323 O0D-

Industrial Development,

Item No. 10: Decentralisation Incentives,
$293 000-

Mr TAYLOR: This is a matter which
has been mentioned by two members. I
notice that the decentralisation estimate
for this year has been increased by some
$100 000. Last year the vote was $86 600,
and the actual expenditure was $92 322.
1 should point out that the estimate for
this year for decentralisation incentives
has been doubled.

An article appeared in yesterday's issue
of The West Australian under the head-
line, "Clackline in attack on State Govern-
ment". The article sets out that Clack-
line Refractories Ltd, a local industry,
looks as though it will have to close down.

The chairman, Mr E. E. Tomison3, at.
tacked the Government and told the an-
nual general meeting that the company
failed by only a few miles to qualify for
the pay-roll tax rebate offered to decen-
tralised operations. He said the company
was in trouble.

Though Clackline, by name, may for
some purposes be considered to be in the
metropolitan area, the Clackline Ref rac-
tories Ltd surely Is a decentralised Industry
and has a place under the heading, "Decen-
tralisation Incentives". As the amount to
be provided for decentralisation is to be
doubled, surely there is a case for that
company to receive some relief.

I would like the Mlinister to indicate,
firstly, the purpose of doubling the vote
and where the extra $100 000 is likely to
go and, secondly, whether or not anything
can be done to assist the industry at Clack-
line.

Mr MENSAROS: The pay-roll tax pro-
vision has been raised from $50 000 to
$100 000; rail freight concessions have been
increased from $21 303 to $43 000; and the
interest subsidy has been increased from
$26 297 to $50 000. That accounts for the
increase of $100 68 in the Budget.

In answer to the second query, I am
aware of the article which recently ap-
peared in a newspaper and I made in-
quiries immediately I had read it. As mem-
bers are aware the statutory provisions
relating to pay-roll tax concessions specify
that in order to qualify an industry had
to be a certain distance from the GPO. I
think the company mentioned is within
this distance.

The honourable member will appreci-
ate that a decision has to be made when
legislation is formulated. If an industry
is just beyond the arbitrary limit, it is
Just bad luck for that industry. I am
aware that the increase from $50 000 to
$100 000 this year does not seem to be
a considerable Increase. However, as the
result of a Bill recently introduced, the
number of small businesses which are to
be exempt from pay-roll tax assessments.
has been widened.

If the Treasury reaches the position
where it has revenue available from other
sources, which can be spent on decentra-
lisation incentives, perhaps the boundary
can be extended. I do not make any pro-
mise in that regard.

Mr TAYLOR: It is remarkable, Mr
Chairman, that the boundary of the met-
ropolitan area, for the purposes of de-
centralisation incentives, is 50 miles
whereas parts of your country electorate
are within 10 miles of the GPO. How does
one work that out? The boundary for the
difference between one vote and half-a-
vote is 10 miles, whereas the boundary
for decentralisation is 50 miles. One really
wonders!
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The CHAIRMAN: The member will ap- Part 10: Minister for Local Government,
prediate that I cannot comment.

Mr TAYLOR: Perhaps it is just as well.

Item No. 1.3: Moore River and Northern
Corridor Investigations, $500 000-

Item No. IS: Jumbo Steel Plant Study,
$25 000-

Mr TAYLOR: Information which has
been conveyed to us from time to time,
and reports which have appeared in the
Press, indicate that work is being done by
a consortium with respect to the proposed
jumbo steel plant. A report has been pre-
pared, to which the State was a con tri-
butor. Reports indicate that this docu-
ment has been studied by the consortium
in Western Australia, and also in Mel-
bourne during October.

No decision has been indicated, yet we
have an item in the Budget amounting to
$500 000 for a study of the Moore River
and the northern corridor. That would
seem to indicate, surely, that something
is in the air. An amount of $500 000 Just
to carry out a survey of an area without
any explanation does not seem appropri-
a te.

The northern corridor is an area where
the Labor Government, and the former
Minister for Town Planning, attempted to
procure land for the associated Salvado
development. It does not seem right that
an allocation of $500 000 should be made
without any explanation as to whether the
project is likely to proceed. Could the Min-
ister elaborate on the item? If the Pro-
ject is to proceed we have heard nothing
about it.

Mr MENSAROS: The amount has no-
thing to do with speculation to which the
honourable member has referred in con-
nection with the jumbo steel plant.
The amount will be borne completely
by the Commonwealth Government as
will be seen from a reading of the last
line on page 97 of the Estimates. A
sum of $500 000 will be recouped from the
Commonwealth, and the investigation was
envisaged long before speculation started
with regard to the location of the jumbo
steel plant.

The purpose of the joint investigation
by the Commonwealth and the State Gov'-
ernments was to carry out an examination
of likely port sites north of Perth. It Is en-
visaged that with the extension or the
northern corridor, and with the antici-
pated increase In population, it will be
necessary to have industrial areas to the
north of Perth. From the point of view of
road transport to Fremantle and quantity
of goods, It will be difficult in the future to
handle all shipping from Fremantle. As
I said, the decision was made Prior to any
speculation about a specific location ofa
jumbo steel plant.

Vote put and Passed.
Vote: Mines, $9 540 000-put and passed.

and Town Planning-
MR JAMIESON (Welshpool-fleputy

Leader of the Opposition) (3.18 p.m.]: I
rise on this occasion to take the Minister
for Local Government to task on his con-
stant carping about politics in local
government. While I have been sitting
here I have taken the opportunity to look
through the names of the members of
Parliament listed in the front of Hanisard.
The Minister has indulged in crass hypo-
crisy when talking about the Liberal Party
not involving politics In local government.
How the Minister can dissociate himself
from that Political philosophy, on the one
hand, and not on the other hand, is beyond
the reasoning of everybody other than the
Minister himself.

On looking down the list of members I
notice that those who were previously
members of local goverrnent organisa-
tions, or who are still members of those
organisations, include the member for
Karrinyup, the member for Moore, the
member for Subiaco, the member for
Toodyay, the member for Katanning, and
the member for Dale-the Minister him-
self. So there are a few of these people
on the Government side.

Mr Young: Are you going to name the
ones who just simply get into the manipu-
lation of elections as well?

Mr JAMIESON: I am not too sure of
the point the member is trying to make.

Mr Young: The fellows on your side of
the Chamber have never got involved in
elections?

Mr JAMIESON: Oh, yes, but we do not
deny it.

Mr Old: Is the member for Moore on
that list?

Mr JAIESON: Yes.
Mr Nanovich: Why don't you ask him

where he has been mixed up in it?
Mr Old: His brother!
Mr JAMIESON: Maybe it is his big

brother. The member for Boulder-flundas
has had some local government association,
as has the member for Northam on our
side.

Mr Old: Shame!
Mr JAMIESON: "Shame", says the

Minister. I have no worries about Political
affiliations, and I think this matter should
be open. If we look at the situation in
another Place, we see that Mr Claughton
has had some association with local gov-
ernment. As a matter of fact he went
into local government after he became a
member of Parliament, but he is no longer
with that organisation. We know that Mr
Gayfer, Mr Heitman, Mr Knight, Mr
Masters. Mr Perry, and Mr Pratt, all have
associations with local government, and
they all belong to parties which put for-
ward a different line of political thinking
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from our own. I do not deny them the
right to eater local government, but I am
making the point that we are sick and tired
of the constant harping by the Minister
about the interference of Party politics
in local government. The sooner it eventu-
ates completely, and the purer It is, the
more reasoned the electors will be in deter-
mining where they stand. The people who
hide under bushes are being fundamentally
dishonest in my opinion.

Mr Bertram: You are trying to be too
straightforward,

Mr JAMIESON: Why not come out in
the open about it? To his credit, the pre-
tender to the Nedlands throne-after the
Premier shelves it--is very open. He has
Produced a pamphlet for the Melvista.
Ward of the Nedlands City Council and he
states that he is a lawyer, a member of
the committee of the executive of the
Torchbearers for Legacy, he ise president of
the Nedlands branch of the Liberal Party,
he is promiAnent in community and sporting
organisations, and experienced in local
government and town planning law.

Mr Bertram: What is his name?
Mr JAMIESON: Peter Kyle, the pre-

tender to the throne?
Mr Bertram: Oh, I think I know-
Mr JAMIESON: Oh, not the same

throne! Mr Kyle is being very honest, and
the sooner the Minister is honest in his
attitude, the better for us all. I do not care
whether members of local government be-
long to the Labor Party, the Liberal Party,
the DIP, the Country Party, or any other
party, the People of the area are entitled
to know the policy of the people they vote
for. At the present time a great deal of
argument takes place In local government
about whether certain members can obtain
support for their own particular policy-
on which they were elected-with a com-
plete disregard for the overall advantage
of the electorate.

Mr Clarko: Have not the ratepayers of
Western Australia, proven constantly that
they have voted against people with party
affiliations?

Mr JAMIESON: No, this has occurred
only because of a loaded franchise.

Mr Clarko: Did not all the people asso-
ciated with Political Parties miss out in
Kalgoorlie?

Mr JAMIESON: The franchise is loaded
in Kalgoorlie.

Mr Clarko: It would be fairly one way In
Kalgoorlie.

Mr JAMIESON: Not In regard to local
government. It would be reasonably loaded
against Labor, as it is in most local gov-
ernment electorates.

Mr Clarko: They waited a long time in
Kalgoorlie.

Mr JAMIESON: Of course, but that was
in entirely different circumstances to those
prevailing today. There was a full Labor
council in Boulder for a long time with a
Labor mayor. Every time this matter
comes uP, it is treated as something new.
For many years the representation for the
East Ward of the Perth City Council was
completely Labor. In the days of Jarrah
Deal, Ned Halse, and I forget the third
man, the representation was Labor. Before
the late Dick Nash was elected to the Sen-
ate, he bad been an endorsed Labor can-
didate for a ward in Subiaco. There is no-
thing wrong with that, and these people
show openly that they are associated with a
political Philosophy. Nor is there anything
wrong with the move made by Peter Kyle;
I should imagine that one would be abso-
lutely crazy to run around saying one was
the local president of the Labor Party In
an endeavour to be elected in the Melvista
Ward.

Mr Bertram: Or of the sewerage
workers' league!i

Mr JAMIESON: If one had strong Labor
affiliations, it would be quite dishonest to
stand for council without announcing that
fact. People need to know what philosophy
they will follow and which way they will
vote when philosophies come before the
council, and this happens in many and
varied ways.

I hope the Minister will stop this con-
stant carping. He races into Press every
time the matter is mentioned, as though
it is something new and strange. I have
never known anyone throw up the ex-
ample of Brisbane to show that party poli-
tics do not work in local government, even
though it is a long time now since Alder-
man Groom lost control when his CMQ
group was defeated by Jones. Labor people
have been in charge of local government In
Brisbane, but I do not think even "Hi elke
Joe" has said that it is not the right thing.
He has endeavoured to get rid of a few
people from the local government scene
with legislation at times, but this has al-
ways acted against him. Each time the
people have come out strongly in support
of the Labor candidates. In fact, I think
after the last election there was just one
person on the council of the City of Bris-
bane who was not a Labor man, notwith-
standing the fact that the electorates are
synonymous with the State electorates.

In the State Government elections in
Queenslsnd. I believe Labor mustered
about 11 seats in the 27? electorates, and
yet. 26 Labor men were returned to the
City Council in similar wards, and with
a similar franchise. So there Is nothing
wrong with this principle.

The Liberal Party in Queensland has
come to the conclusion, as its members
have been losers so many times, that they
will now endorse people for every ward in
the coming elections for the city council.
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Of course that is the honest and straight-
forward thing to do. For years there
have been endorsed party candidates for
the Adelaide City Council, as well as an
endorsed lord mayor. I hope this prac-
tice continues because it makes a lot of
sense.

We often have the Westminster sys-
tem of Parliament thrown at us, and the
local government system prevailing here
fairly closely follows that established in
Great Britain. Indeed, It operates quite
successfully there. People know exactly
where they are going and are not con-
fused about philosophies. How far could
any district get without a concerted ef-
fort?

We really cannot get anywhere, be-
cause once the members get in
they start horse tradlng-" You give
me this and I'll give you that" is
the attitude they generally ad opt-
and, as a result, there is no firm policy.
We have heard it said that the Minister
has high Ideals and is politically honest,
but I cannot say the same about the Min-
ister. Other members may be able to
separate their political philosophy from
their approach to local government, but
I feel sure that the member for Dale
would not be able to do so. because of the
antipathy he expresses, because of his
nature, and because he is just not that
sort of person. When the policy of the
council was to be considered hewould have ingrained in his mind the
philosophy of his party; that would be
his basic motivating force. The Minister
certainly will not be able to convince me,
or influence me, with his expressions, and
I hope he will not be able to influence my
colleagues. The honourable member will
always be what he is; he will never
change.

To say it is wrong to introduce Labor
Politics into local government In the
manner we seek is abundantly dishonest.

Mr Nanovich: It is the precise way you
go about Lt.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: It Is all above board.
Mr JAMIESON: We go about it in a

very open manner; it is the honolurable
member who does not. At one time he
was running around with people from the
Labor Party until he was endorsed by the
Liberal Party.

Mr Nanovich: Was I?
Mr JAMIESON: Yes. We saw the hon-

ourable member in this Place accom-
panied by members of the Labor Party.

Sir Charles Court: He cannot help it
if they like him.

Mr JAMIESON: As a matter of fact,
the honourable member was suggested to
us as a possible Labor candidate, and we
almost fell for it until we made further
Inquiries. So it is of no use the member
for Toodyay saying what he has.

Several members interjected.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
Mr Nanovich: I would not Join you.
Mr JAMIESON: We would not have the

honourable member now as a gift.
Sir Charles Court: It must be nice to

be wanted by everybody.
Mr JAIESON: It must be. I would

hate to be in that position. It is hard
enough to be wanted by the few who
want me at the moment; it must be harder
for the Premier because he has even fewer
people who want him.

We will face these problems when we
come to them, but I do think that local
government in this State needs to be
cleaned up: there should be a great deal
of change, and I do not think the Min-
ister has the fortitude to tackle the job
as be should. We should alter the system
so that we may have a reasonable system
of local government. I have raised this
aspect for years.

We were told the other day that there
were 89 ratepayers in the Yalgoo Shire.
They had a big meeting in connection with
a dispute over the sacking of the shire
clerk and Possibly 100 per cent of the
ratepayers attended the meeting!

I do not know what the lowest paid
shire clerk would receive, but I imagine It
would be in the region of $10 0001 or
$12 0010. and this from a shire with only
89 ratepayers! This is one of the ab-
surdities of the whole system.

I quoted one cgase last year, which the
Minister immeidiately rose to defend, of
a shire which had 36 ratepayers and nine
councillors. This is the type of situation
with which we are faced, and the Minister
does not appear to be prepared to tackle
the matter and bring the system to a
point where things are more fair and
equitable.

Local authorities should be established
Properly for dealing with local matters;
they should not be allowed simply to exist.
When local authorities were established in
this State they were established for a
Purpose which has long since passed.

Mr Laurance: Not in those areas. They
do virtually the same thing they have
always done.

Mr JAMIESON: Here we have the man
who is on a double "V" diet and he is
always difficult to handle.

Mr Bertram: What diet?
Mr JAMIESON: The double "V" diet-

the vinegar and vitriol diet. He does not
seem to change much and he is always
difficult to handle because he will never
agree with anything one might say.

Local authorities do not serve the pur-
pose for which they were established. They
may grade a few roads and those who can-
not afford machinery borrow it from here
and there. It would be far better if they
were established in a guaranteed situa-
tion which would help them do a better
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job. It would not take a great deal of ad-
justment to achieve this end. A number
of Royal Commissions have been appointed
to inquire into this aspect, and each one
has brought down a recommendation along
the lines I am suggesting. Unfortunately,
their recommendations are always put in
a pigeon-hole, and it is time we did some-
thing about the matter.

MR FLETCHER (Fremiantle) [3.'37
p.m.]: Previously when speaking of local
government to the Minister and the Pre-
mier I pointed out what had been
achieved In Fremantle and in Belmont
with the finance that had been made
available from Federal sources. I also
indicated the generosity of what is now.
unfortunately, the previous Australian
Government. I made a point of that
Government's generosity and commended
it, and I added that the Premier and the
Minister more or less indicated that the
money was contaminated if it went direct
to the local authority rather than through
their hands to enable them to buy elec-
toral goodwill. MY opinion is not the
only one that has been expressed on that
score. I want it to be known that similar
opinions have been expressed by other
people, indeed by some eminent people;
and to support what I say I would like
to read an article which appeared on
page 26 of The West Australian of the
7th August, 1975. The article is headed,
"Grants seen as boon to local government"
and it reads--

The extension of the powers of the
Grants Commission to deal with local
authorities is the biggest financial
break-through made by local govern-
ment this century, according to the
commission chairman, Mr Justice R.
Else-Mitchell.

He said yesterday that the commis-
sion would radically change the face
of local government In Australia in a
decade If it retained its existing char-
ter and its recommendations were ac-
cepted by governments.

I sincerely hope the situation we have
created will not be disturbed. Mr Jus-
tice Else-Mitchell said further-

... that almost $80 million would be
paid to local governing bodies in Aus-
trala this year in equalisation grants
on the recommendation of the com-
mission.

He said further-
There were no agencies lurking in

the wings to supervise in a "big
brother manner the way in which the
funds were used.

In spite of this the Premier has so often
criticised the Australian Government for
that very thing; he has criticised that
Government ad nauseam to his electoral

disadvantage. Mr Justice Else-Mitchell
further said-

. . that the equalisation principle In
the Grants Commission Act was not
fully understood by local government
officials when the law was amended
in 1973 to extend the commission's
powers to local government.

There is another
mantle section of
dated the 2nd
reads--

headline in the Fre-
The West Australian

October, 1975, which

Shire may get civic centre.

I make apologies to the member for
Cockburn for intruding into his electorate.
but it is an important matter because the
article then read--

The Kwinana Shire Council may
build a civic centre for $498,000.

This is one of five schemes submit-
ted as solutions to the problem of
overcrowding at the council's offices in
Medina Avenue.

Then this significant part appears further
on in the article-

The schemes, including those for the
civic centre, have cost the council
nothing because they were prepared by
two architects and a draftsman em-
ployed under the Federal Government's
Regional Employment Development
scheme.

How do members on the other side of the
Chamber base their case for the vilifica-
tion of the Australian Government that
has now been deposed? And that Is only
one area where assistance has been render-
ed by a decent Government which those
opposite continue to criticise.

I merely wish to make those few points
In respect of local government by showing
the generosity that was extended by the
Australian Government to local govern-
ment in my area, the Belmont area, and
other areas. However, because the money
has not been channelled through the
hands of those on the other side of the
Chamber and allocated according to the
wishes of the State Government, the previ-
ous Australian Government is condemned
for having made that money available to
the people of this State. I have spoken as
the member for Fremantle in support of
the policy of the Australian Government
that has been condemned.

MR BATEMAN (Canning) [3.42 p.m.]:
The member for Fremantle In this instance
did not take full advantage of his allotted
time in making his speech, and so In a
spirit of co-operation I will try to be brief
In making my remarks. I would like to
raise my hardy annual; that Is, urban
rating for farmers In my electorate. I
appeal to the Premier on behalf of one of
the farmers In my area, who wanted to
discuss the problem with the Premier, to
make some concessions not only for him
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but also for others who are in the same
plight, in view of the fact that the position
is so grave.

The position in which this particular
constituent of mine Is placed is similar to
that of a whole host of urban farmers in
the southern river area of Gosnells. I have
written to the Minister seeking to take a
deputation to him from this person and
other farmers to try to gain them some
assistance with their rates. The farmer
who approached me last year paid $707 In
local council rates, but this year he has to
pay $1 333. To Sir David Brand, who was
Premier at the time and who had a big
heart, I pay full credit, because some four
or five years ago he realised these people
were in real trouble so he introduced a
system to reduce their rates by 50 per cent,
provided they remained on their proper-
ties for at least five years and that the
greatest proportion of their earnings was
obtained from these farms. He rendered
that assistance to them by amending the
Local Government Act.

I feel that in the very near future the
Act will have to be amended again be-
cause, as a result of inflation, and in par-
ticular increased charges for electricity,
water, fertilisers, riparian rights, and other
rights these People have along the river,
their expenditure has not doubled, but
trebled. As a result they are In real
trouble and we have to do something about
It.

Some 12 months ago the Minister estab-
lished a special committee to inquire into
what financial hardship these people were
suffering, but to my knowledge up to the
present time nothing has been heard of
the results of the Investigations made by
that committee. The Minister did not
supply me with the names of the members
of the committee when it was formed. I re-
Peat that up till now nothing has been
heard of the findings of that committee.
What I am about to say will be fully
realised by the member for Toodyay be-
cause he has many farmers in the Wan-
neroo area who are equally affected and
who are suffering financial hardships simi-
lar to those farmers in my electorate.

I have said before-and I am sure the
member for Toodyay will agree with me-
it will not be long before we are buying
oranges from Jaffa or fruit from some-
where else, because these people will be
forced to walk off their properties. There-
fore we have to do something tD help
them. Assistance is rendered to other
farmers by way of rail freight concessions,
superphosphate subsidies, and other grants,
but these people receive nothing. They do
not ask for straightout financilal assist-
ance, but they do appeal for some help
such as the Previous Premier (Sir David
B3rand) gave to them.
Sitting suspended from 3.45 to 4,02 p.m.

Mr BATEMAN: in conclusion, I would
like to appeal to the Minister once again
to urge that the financial relief committee

be established to Inquire as expediently as
possible into the Problems experienced by
these urban farmers In an endeavour to
give them some relief.

MR RUSHTON (Dale-Minister for
Local Government) [4.03 p.m.]: Firstly, I
will not take long to answer the member
for Welshpool who, in his normal way,
belittled local government, although he
does not understand it. He does not under-
stand local government because it is
grass roots government. It is not con-
trolled by any outside body, and this must
frustrate the member for Welshpool be-
cause he cannot control it from outside.

It does not matter whether members of
local authorities belong to any particular
party, have a different coloured skin, or
have a certain religious belief. The im-
portant point is that they are not con-
trolled by anyone outside and the member
for Welsbpool does not seem to under-
stand that difference.

The organisation responsible for frus-
trating the whitlam, Government in Its
attempt to form a dictatorship In Aus-
tralia Is local government because it is
grass roots government, and speaks for
the people.

The member for Fremantle referred to
the achievement in the Fremantle and
Belmont areas. It has been a great achieve-
ment, but he does not realise the discrim-
ination between various local authorities
displayed by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment. Local government needs money as a
right, not by direction.

Mr Skidmore: If the other shires would
get off their backsides and do something
they would have got something.

Mr RUSHTON: They could not get any
money when they asked for it.

Mr Skidmore: They put up such a piti-
ful argument they were rejected.

Mr RUSHTON: That is not so.
Mr Skidmore: It Is so. The Swan Shire

is a classic example.
Mr RUSHTON- The Whitlam Govern-

ment has classified as most disadvantaged
areas Belmont, South Perth, Melville, Can-
ning, East Fremantle, City of Fremantle,
Cockburn, Kwinana, Rockingham, and
Mandurah. If anyone believes that those
areas are the most disadvantaged, they
should have another think.

The member for Canning has sincerely
raised an Important matter. It will be
given close attention when the rates
report is submitted. I can assure the mem-
ber for Canning that the matter will be
reviewed and if the related recommendation
is accepted, legislation will be considered.
His submission will certainly be studied
and action taken if practicable.

Votes; Local Government, $695 000;
Town Planning $1 560 000-put and passed.
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Part 11: Minister for Lands, Forests and
Tourism-

Votes: Lands and Surveys, $8 493 000;
Bush Fires Board, $719000: Forests,
$4 957 000; Department of Tourism.
$2 699 000-put and passed.

Part 12: Minister for Health and Com-
munity Welfare-

Votes: Medical, $187 551 000;
Health, $19 212 000; Mental
Services, $20 761 000: Community
$20 209 000-put and passed.

Public
Health

Welfare,

Part 13: Minister for Housing, Coner-
vation and the Environment, and Fisheries
and Wildlife-

MR A. R. TONTKIN (Morley) [4.07
p.m.]: I wish to bring to the attention of
the House something I consider to be very
serious indeed. Members will be aware that
a motion of censure on the Government-
in particular, on the Minister for Health-
was moved in this place and those on this
side of the Chamber were amazed that
when speaking the Minister for Housing
went out of his way not to defend the
Minister for Health. We thought that
extraordinary at the time.

In particular I remember sitting on the
edge of my chair and being very surprised
when the Minister said he was not justify-
ing the stand of the Minister for Health. I
was interested in this and therefore care-
fully read Mansard on the matter and found
that Hansard did not agree with my recol-
lection of the speech. In Hansard. the
Minister is reported as follows--

I am not commenting on the actions
of the Minister for Health.

I think members will appreciate that there
is a tremendous difference between the
words 'commenting on"-mneaning that
the Minister was not going to talk about
it which, in itself, was very strange as the
whole motion was about the actions of the
Minister for Health-and the word "Justi-
fying". In other words, "I am not defend-
ing the actions of the Minister for Health.",

I recalled the Minister saying this and I
discussed it with my colleagues, the mem-
ber for Swan and the member for Gerald-
ton, who also distinctly remembered the
comment being made. So I went to the
Chief Hansard Reporter to check on the
matter and asked for the proof which, in
a moment, I would like to table. In the
proof I find the speech as it was originally
typed. The proof reads-

In the absence of the Minister Who
normally represents the Minister for
Health, I would like to contribute to
the debate purely on the basis of the
mercury content in fish and having no
relationship whatever to the sugges-
tions relative to the Minister for
Health.

In this copy the word "purely" after the
word "debate" has been crossed out and

the word "whatever" after the word
"relationship" has been crossed out so that
it reads-

In the absence of the Minister who
normally represents the Minister for
Health, I would like to contribute to
the debate on the basis of the mercury
content in fish and having no relation-
ship to the suggestions relative to the
Minister for Health.

I think members would agree that that
tones down the emphasis considerably.
However, that is perhaps a minor correc-
tion.

In the weekly Mansard No. 19 we find at
the top of column one on page 4166 the
following-

I am not commenting on the actions
of the Minister for Health.

The word "justifying" has been crossed out
and the words "commenting on" have been
written in.

So I asked the Chief Mansard Reporter
to check with the reporter concerned and
the Chief Mansard Reporter is convinced,
as is the reporter, that the outline in the
Pad was actually quite clearly "Justifying".

I consider this Is a very serious matter
because, as I was saying yesterday, this
is not a small issue. Ministers in the
Australian Parliament have been dismissed
for allegedly misleading the House. The
charge against the Minister for Health was
that he had misled the House. The Govern-
ment did not defend him. I said during,
the debate that I was amazed about this
and from my chair gave the Premier an
Opportunity to defend the Minister. How-
ever. the Minister for Housing, the only
speaker on the Government side, went out
of his way to say-

I am not Justifying the actions of
the Minister for Health.

I think it would be fair enough to say
that he was not defending the Minister
for Health.

Mr Grayden: He did not have the fain-
test idea of what you were talking about
so that is a reasonable assumption, isn't
it?

Mr A. R. TONKIN: The motion was on
the notice paper for months. I would
think that when a censure motion was
moved on the Government and a partic-
ular Minister was attacked, the Premier
would appoint someone to investigate the
matter and ask him to discuss It with the
Minister for Health because he is not In
this Chamber.

Mr Orayden: Had the motion been
moved in another place you would have
got a clinker answer.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: Perhaps. However,
the reason the motion was moved In this
Chamber was not in an attempt to avoid
the Minister for Health, but because I
happened to have done most of the work
on the subject. It is a special baby of mine
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as we all specialise on both sides of the
Chamber. I can assure the Minister that
it was not moved in this Chamber to avoid
the Minister for Health, but merely be-
cause I had a particular interest in the
matter and in fact the aspect of mis-
leading the House was in relation to ques-
tions I had asked, and the Minister f or
Health stated he had tabled something
when in fact he had not done so.

The member for Victoria Park has just
jogged my memory. He has reminded me
that when he rose to speak he asked if
there was to be some defence of the Min-
Ister for Health in the matter.

Ministers in the Commonwealth Govern-
mnent have been dismissed for allegedly
misleading the House. The charge against
the Minister for Health-whether true or
false-was serious, yet the Minister for
Housing went out of his way to say he was
not justifying the actions of the Minister
for Health. I think that is a remarkable
thing, and for the sake of correct records,
it Is most important, that when I said the
Minister had not defended the Minister for
Health, the Premier, who had by then re-
turned to the Chamber, leaned across and
talked to the Minister for Housing. I do not
know what he said, but perhaps he said,
"Surely that is not so. Surely you have
defended the Minister for Health".

Mr P. V. Jones: No he didn't.
Mr A. R,. TONKIN: He did not? Well,

that is what I thought be would say.
The Minister for Housing felt seriously

enough about this matter to tone it down,
so that it did not appear that he was not
justying the Minister for Health, but only
not commenting; in other words, he would
not talk about it and leave an open mind.
However, there is a difference between that
and not justifying something.

Mr Grayden: You are splitting hairs.
Mr A. R. TONKIN: I do not think so.

Surely no member can say there Is no
difference between. "I am not comunent-
ing" on a matter and, "I am not justify-
ing" a certain person in the action he
took. There is a very big difference be-
tween the two.

Mr Grayden: But the Minister did not
reply because he did not think the allega-
tions were worth replying to and he dis-
missed them lightly.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: It is a. very poor
show if a Minister treats Parliament like
that and does not bother to reply to allega-
tions. I think allegations that a Minister
has misled Parliament are very serious and
should be taken seriously; and if they are
untrue I1 would expect the Government to
refute them in no uncertain manner be-
cause If the allegations are untrue they
should not be made.

Mr Grayden: There was no basis for
the allegations.

Mr A. R. TONKIN' I believe there was
a basis. I spoke for some time on a mo-
tion relating to mercury in fish. My party

agreed with the motion, and obviously not
just for the fun of it. Had the Minister
for Conservation and the Environment
read my speech, which substantiated the
charge with chapter and verse, certainly
the answer should have been given.

The point I am raising now is that the
falsification of the Hansard record is a
very serious matter. We all rewrite speeches
because sometimes the Hansard reporters
are not able to take them down-there are
a lot of interjections and some members
speak rapidly and not very clearly-but it
is not normal to change the sense. It is
normal to make sense out of it if it is
completely ungrammatical and does niot
make sense at all. Mansard has a system
of not agreeing to certain alterations, and
I understand the Chief Hansard Reporter
and the reporter concerned would not have
given this correction, but it was very late
at night and it was not seen by them; had
it been, they would not have agreed to it.

Mr P. V. Jones: It was not very late.
Mr A. R, TONKIN: The word "justify-

ing" was changed; it was corrected. I for-
get what time it was, but certainly the
Chief Hansard Reporter has agreed and
said he will change it in the bound volume
because quite clearly it should be, "I am
not justifying the actions of the Minister
for Health." However, whether he will
now change it is another matter. He and
I have discussed it, and if he does change
it my present speech will make nonsense
and anyone reading it will be mystified as
to what I am talking about. But certainly
I had to raise this matter in this way. The
Chief Hansard Reporter agreed with me
that it definitely should be, "I am not
justifying"; that the outline in the re-
porter's notebook was quite clear, there
was no confusion, and it should have been,
"I am not justifying the actions of the
Minister for Health." I believe this is a
very serious matter.

Mr Grayden: what is the difference?
Mr A. R. TONKIN: The Minister said.

"I am not justlfying" -in other words, "I
am not defending" -"the Minister for
Health", and then changed it to something
which means, "I am not going to talk about
the matter." I think I have made the
point. I have here a copy of the speech,
and if any member wishes me to table
the report from which I have been quot-
ing I will be happy to do so.

There are some other matters I would
like to deal with in relation to environ-
mental protection. On the 9th October,
1975, 1 asked question 25 in which I quoted
the T. S. Martin report on the south-west
corridor and the fact that the Alcoa red
mud lakes would obliterate the rather at-
tractive low-lying wooded land, which
would prevent any possibility of these
valleys being used to create a linear
regional park connecting Thompson Lake
with the Serpentine River. Members who
are familiar with this area will be aware
there are many lovely lakes--they may be
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called swamps--including Thompson Lake
and Lake Kogolup. which would form an
attractive linear park with habitats for
water birds. We in Western Australia are
very concerned about the disappearance of
our wetlands, which are under attack for
various reasons, and the disappearance of
water birds as a result. This is a very arid
country and the disappearance of wetlands
gives cause for great concern.

I asked the Mivnister whether as a re-
sult of the T. S. Martin report the EPA
intended to initiate an examination of the
Proposed obliteration of this wooded land,
which would eliminate the possibility of
there being a national park area. The
Minister replied, "No." He gave no ex-
Planation whatsoever. Apparently the EPA
is not going to do what the T. S Martin
report recommended: that is, make a study
to tr'y to prevent the obliteration of these
areas,

Why cannot the Parliament be given
better answers than that? Why cannot
the Parliament be told that the EPA is
concerned with the development of re-
gional parks in this area and is going to
comment upon this matter? Why is there
just this bald "No" answer?

The other day we were talking about
whether the EPA is just another Govern-
ment department. When the Minister for
Conservation and the Environment Said
he was surprised that the EPA had not
made a second report on the wood chip
project-I do not know what right he had
to be surprised-it was as though he were
saying to the EPA, "You had better hurry
along and make a report." In any ease,
The West Australian said, "The EPA,
which Mr Jones controls". I do not know
whether the Minister takes exception to
that comment, but I certainly do. Any-
one who knows what the EPA was meant
to be would certainly object to the concept
that it is controlled by a Minister of the
Crown, because that is not in conformity
with the spirit of the Environmental Pro-
tection Act. I am interested to know
whether the Minister agrees that he cer-
tainly does not control the EPA and that
the Government should not control the
EPA.

I am very concerned about the loss of
something like $1 million with respect to
the provision of national parks in West-
ern Australia because of the recalcitrance
of the State Government in putting up
matters to the Australian Government re-
lating to buying and developing national
parks. I understand that on the 18th
September, 1974, the Australian Govern-
ment requested this State Government to
submit projects for approval under the
State Grants (Nature Conservation) Act. It
was not until the 5th December, 1974, that
proposals were submitted by the Western
Australian Government to the Australian
Government. So a period of almost three
months elapsed.

It Seems to me the Government could
have had studies going prior to the formal
request. After all, it had had discussions
with the Australian Government from the
5th September, 1973. so a year elapsed
before it was first officially requested to
make submissions. Surely Where is so much
conservation to be done, so many parks
and areas needed, and so many eco-sys-
tous; not represented in our parks that
the problem would not be to define suit-
able projects but to rid the list of a num-
ber of the projects because the number
was just too great. We had this long
delay, instead of forward planning by the
Government, and as a result that money
went back into the Australian Treasury
and this State lost a chance to obtain $1
million which could have been spent on
reserves in Western Australia.

I would like to make a Plea for the re-
servation of coastal dune land, especially to
the north of Perth in and near the north-
west corridor. This area is quite unique
and the fauna and flora are largely unre-
presented in our national parks system.
The Minister does not seem to be able to
get to grips with the matter. There is a
considerable need for reservation in this
northern area. If we wait, as the develop-
ment continues we will reach a situation
where this dune land area is lost to poster-
ity for good. I think this would be a tra-
gedy. I therefore ask that the Government
act on the matter, especially as the north-
west corridor is developing rapidly and is
likely to develop more rapidly in the future.

I will make some comments on the En-
vironmental Protection Act. I am not say-
Ing this Act is by any means perfect-and
perhaps it should be looked at critically
with a view to rewriting Some sections of
it-but I believe it is a good Act. Of course,
like all our work here, it is not perfect-, it
may be that we can improve upon it. It is
a good Act in many ways and I and the
environmental movement are very con-
cerned that the Environmental Protection
Authority is not using the Act which was
given to it by the Tonkin Government and
this Parliament. In particular, I am inter-
ested in a whole series of events which
can take place, which would include public
participation in environmental planning
which I believe is very desirable.

Section 36 of the Act says--
(1) After taking into account any

relevant advice or recommendations of
the Council the Authority may, from
time to time, by notice published in
accordance with the requirements of
section 35, make known to the public
its proposals on the policy to be fol-
lowed with respect to any particular
aspect or aspects of environmental
protection or enhancement.

So under section 36 the Environmental
Protection Authority can publicly indicate
its policy. It has not done that once. In the
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years since this Act was introduced in 1971, 1 make that statement because if people
the authority has not invoked section 36.

In addition, after section 36 there is sec-
tion 37, which says--

(1) Where the Minister considers it
expedient in the public interest.
the Minister may, and where the
Authority so requests, shall-

In other words, the Minister must. To con-
tinue-

-appoint a Committee, by notice pub-
lished in the Government Gazette, to
hold a Public inquiry into and report
upon the proposals so published...

So section 36 says the EPA can forward a
Policy on some matter, and I suggest we
need a good policy-for example, on the
coast and on wetlands-not a sketchy four-
Point document such as the one I under-
stand was circulated some time last year.
Then the authority can arrange that there
is a public inquiry into this policy in order
that environmentalists and members of
the public can come forward and put their
points of view and there will be public de-
bate of and public inquiry into this policy.

Eventually the Governor-which means
the Government of the day-can, by pub-
lication of notice in the Government Gaz-
ette, put this policy into Practice and the
policy will have the force of law. There we
have a section of the Act which I believe
the present Leader of the Opposition, who
was then the Minister for the Environment
and Premier, is to be congratulated for
introducing. It is an excellent section of
the Act because it enables the EPA to say
what it thinks the policy on coasts, for ex-
ample, should be, and then there can be a
public inquiry and the policy can be given
the force of law.

The Act is not being used in this way,
and I believe the Environmental Protec-
tion Authority should look very carefully
at the Act with a view to utilising it. Al-
though it is an excellent Act in many ways.
the instrument which has been forged for
it by this Parliament is not being used by
the EPA to the extent that it should be
used.

MR SKIDMO0RE (Swvan) (4.30 p.m.J:
During the luncheon suspension I had oc-
casion to sit with the member for Morley.
He remarked to me that he was concerned
about the fact that he believed the min-
ister, wvhen speaking on the motion dealing
with mercury in fish, had made an altera-
tion to the spoken word which would
destroy the intent of that spoken word.
The member for Morley said to me that he
felt the term "commenting on" was not
used, and I asked him what appeared In
Haoward. He repeated what now appears in
Hansard at page 4166; that is, "I am not
commenting on the actions of the Minis-
ter for Health." I immediately said,
"Without question the word 'commenting'
was not used: I well recall the word 'justi-
fying-' being used."

say there is very little difference between
the word "commenting" and the word
"justifying" surely they are stretching the
bounds of the Queen's English to a ludi-
crous extent. If one looks at the Concise
Oxford Dictionary definition of "comment'
it is almost impossible to say that it could
mean 'to justify". That dictionary says
that a comment is an explanatory note or
remark, or a criticism, I will not deal with
the definition of the word "justifying" at
the moment; I will deal with that later.

If one looks at the tenor of the Minis-
ter's speech up to the time he made the
remark in question, one finds that it
would indicate he was certainly not justi-
fying the Minister for Health in his re-
mark. In fact, in his speech he said almost
that. Since the luncheon suspension I
have looked through the Minister's speech
to see whether I could have been wrong;
and maybe I did not hear him correctly,
but tat was the tenor of his speech.

When a remark was made that it did
not matter what the level of mercury was
because people would eat fish anyway',
the Minister said-

I am answering the question the
honourable member asked, and the
answer is: On the knowledge we have
at the present time, no, The public
have been advised by means of Press
releases and through my talking to
the fishermen recently that there is
no cause for panic in regard to
mercury in shark or other fish in this
State at the present time.

When one looks at the motion moved by
the member for Morley, one finds it states
in part-

...the refusal of the Minister for
Health to inform the public of the re-
sults of the analysis of fish for mer-
cury content;

The Minister for Health was being cen-
sured in respect of the mercury con-
tent of fish, and the Minister for Housing
had the unenviable task of trying to de-
fend the Minister for Health against the
well documented and well presented case
of the member for Morley. He found
himself in difficulty and obviously was
not prepared to extricate the Minister
for Health from his predicament, because
be merely referred to him in the manner
I have indicated.

When one studies the Concise Oxford
Dictionary definition of "justify", one
finds it means to show the justice or
rightness of a person's act, or to vindi-
cate; and then It goes on with other inter-
pretations which do not concern us
because they are mainly of a religious
nature. It then states that it means to
adduce adequate grounds for conduct or
claims, etc. So the word "comment" means
an explanatory note or remark, which is
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a very insignificant thing for the Minis-
ter to say. But when one considers the
meaning of "justify" one finds It is indeed
exactly what the Minister did say. In effect
he said he was not going to adduce ade-
quate grounds for the conduct of the
Minister for Health. That is exactly what

-he meant when he used the word "justi-
tying".

I am not taking the Minister for Hous-
ing to task on the question of whether or
not he was justifying the Minister for
Health; I am merely saying that in my
candid and honest opinion the word "com-
menting" was not used. However, the
word "justifying" was certainly used; and
for that reason I believe the record should
be put straight so that there can be no
doubt in anyone's mind in the future.
Changing a speech made in this Chamber
so that it does not reflect the intention of
the spoken word but reflects something the
member concerned would like it to reflect
is a reprehensible action and should not
occur in this Parliament.

At some time in the future I will take
to task another member of this Chamber
who on an occasion has done the same
thing; but that will be at the time of my
choosing. I hope that when I take him
to task the member concerned will be good
enough to admit that he could have been
wrong.

I believe the Minister has committed a
very grave breach of conduct by changing
his speech to reflect not what ne said but
what he thought he should say upon re-
flection; and there is a great difference
between the two. Since I have been in
this Chamber I have said things many
times which on reflection I have round to
be wrong. However, having said them,
they are recorded in Hansard and should
stay there;, not because I like them, but
because I said them, albeit unintention-
ally. If we are going to alter what is said
to suit ourselves later on, we will be miak-
ing a sham of the evidence produced in
the highest court of the land-that is, this
Parliament.

I believe the Minister has been remis
and should be censured. I, as a member
of this place, believe implicitly in up-
holding the traditions of this Parlia-
ment. if we make a mistake, let us be
honest about it: let us admit it when we
are twitted about it on a future occasion.

MRt DAVIES (VictoriaL Park) [4.37
p.m.]: I will not say very much in this
debate. I do not want to be critkcai of
the Minister for Housing, but there are
a couple of matters which are causing me
concern.

The first is the inability of members
sometimes to get past the parliamentary
liaison officer system of the State Housing
Commission. I believe this system is a
very good one, and although we do not
always receive a reply as quickly as we

would like, at least the system has been
expanded and the officers do their best.

Recently I had occasion to make repre-
sentations on behalf of a lady. I wrote
a letter to the commission on her behalf,
and she received a reply which requested
her to contact a certain officer. This lady
has a horror of telephones, and asked me
if I would make the phone call for her.
When I rang the officer and told him I
was a member of Parliament and was
ringing on behalf of the lady, I was told
that despite the fact that I was speaking
on her behalf he could not talk to mae. He
said. "We are not allowed to talk to mnem-
bers of Parliament; you must go through
the parliamentary liaison officer."

The lady in question Just did not like
to use a telephone. In fact, she was vis-
ibly shaking when I handed the phone
to her. She spoke to the officer and re-
ceived a message, and then the officer re-
peated the message to me.

That is complete nonsense. We use the
parliamentary liaison officer to good ad-
vantage, but when officers of the com-
mission do things like that it makes one
wonder what kind of job they are doing.

On another occasion some people were
thrown out of a house. The commission
had promised them a house in 10 days.
They wrent to court, but there was some-
thing wrong with the summons and the
case was thrown out of court. Subse-
quently the landlord arrived with a team
of eight people and cut off the water and
electricity supplies. These people. with
a young family, were left stranded.-some-
thing which, incidentally, happens all too
often lately. They went to live in an-
other house in which nine people are liv-
ing: and this is a two-bedroomed house
with a sleepout.

However, then the Housing Commission
said the situation of these people had
changed and that It would have to reassess
their position. Once again, that is com-
plete nonsense. These people were within
one week of obtaining the house promised
to them by the commitssion, but then they
were faced with a reassessment of their
position.

My next point is that I think It is tine
we had a look at the needs basis to see
whether or not it is a reasonable assess-
ment. I am not quite certain of the needs
basis, despite discussions with officers of
the department. The Housing Commis-
sion was good enough to run a course
recently, but I was unable to attend on the
days It was held.

Mr Sibson: Why didn't you go to the
seminar?

Mr DAVIES: I am just apologising for
not being able to attend the seminar. The
member far Bunbury should get Dr Dadaur
to check his hearing. He asks why I did
not attend the seminar, and I am in the
process of apologising for being unable to
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attend It. Is this a member of the Liberal
party? if so. it is no wonder the party is
going bad!1

I still apologise for being unable to
attend the seminar.

several members Interjected.
Mr DAVIES: Could I have some pro-

tection from the Chair, as the member
for Morley did this morning? I do not
mind a running fire of Intelligent interjec-
tions, but when I have this mumbo jumbo
from my left flank sooner or later I must
object.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
Mr DAVIES: The fact remains that It

appears a reassessment should be made of
how houses are allocated. I have so many
people in my electorate who are just not
getting anywhere. I have eases which I
considered were deserving in the past and
which I consider still to be deserving: but
having regard to the way the Housing
Commission is reassessing cases now it does
not seem that some of the most deserving
cases are receiving the attention they
should receive.

I ask for a slightly more intelligent
approach. When I ring the officers on be-
half of an elector, and I am speaking on
her behalf, surely officers other than the
parliamentary liaison officer should be
allowed to speak to me.

Secondly, I ask the Minister whether
something could be done about the method
of reassessing the position of applicants.
rhirdly, I ask whether we could have a
more sensible approach to situations such
as the one I have described in which
people have been about to obtain a house
and their circumstances change tempor-
ariy for reasons beyond their control, and
then their whole case has to be examined
again. I believe this is 'why we are getting
further and further behind.

Once again, I apologise for being unable
to attend the seminar, and I will be happy
If the Minister could answer the three
queries I have raised.

MR DERTRAM (Mt. Hawthorn) [4.42
p.mn.J: I rise to support the matter raised
by the member for Morley, and supported
by the member for Swan. As I understand
it, Mansard Is a record of words spoken;
minutes are, I think, a record of things
done, but Mansard is a record of words
spoken. I think the matter which has
been raised is one of considerable impor-
tance. If I did not think that, I would
not bother to speak on it at this stage of
the session.

It is a fact that in more recent months
-most belatedly, but all for the good, I
believe, of the parliamentary system-a
renewed requirement of accuracy and
honesty within the Parliament has
occurred, We have seen two instances on
the Australian scene where, by reason of
the fact that Ministers have been said to

have misled the Parliament in some way
or other-I do not know the Precise fault
which occurred-those Ministers have
forfeited their ministries. That is a very
real price to pay.

We remember a6 man named Profumo
who only a few years ago also forfeited his
ministry. There was no argument about
that. He abused a privilege given to him
by the House of Commons, whereby he was
given the opportunity to make a statement
to the House for the purpose of clarifying
a situation and to Put the record straight:
and he abused that privilege and lied to
the House.

Mr Jamieson: We have had our own
Profumos, too.

Mr BERTRAM:, Oh, yes; in analogous
circumstances, too.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I ask the
member to resume his seat. I allowed the
member for Morley a fair amount of lati-
tude to enable him to refer to a matter on
which he wanted to speak. I ought not to
have allowed any debate on the question
which has been raised concerning the
Minister for Health. The Minister whose
responsibilities now are being examined
represented the Minister for Health and
the question raised by the member for
Morley should have been raised on that
section of the Estimates dealing with the
Minister for Health's portfolio.

I allowed the member for Morley to
speak because he indicated he wanted to
make only passing reference to it and
move on to talk about something else.
However, I do not want debate to con-
tinue on that subject. I think the time
has passed for that matter to be raised
in general debate. Unless the member for
Mt. Hawthorn wishes to debate something
that is specifically covered by this part,
he must resume his seat.

Mr BERTRAM: What page is that, Mr
Chairman?

The CHAIRMAN: Page 119,
Mr BERTRAM: That has to do with

conservation and the environment, and
other matters. Item 121 touches on that,

The CHAIRMAN: I think the remarks
of the member for Morley were with re-
spect to the responsibilities of the Minister
for Health.

Mr BERTRAM: That is correct. I
really wished to touch only on that matter
and not on any other. In those circum-
stances, it appears I have no alternative
but to resume my seat.

MR TAYLOR (Cockburn) r4.48 p.m.]:
I sympathise with the member for Mt.
Hawthorn because 1 think he was touch-
ing on good grounds. I should like to
make a few comments, following the re-
marks of the member for Victoria Park,
on which I hope the Minister will com-
ment: In anyv case. I would appvreciate
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an opportunity to discuss these matters
with the State Housing Commission, or
have the commission comment to me.

The first problem to which I wish to
refer is that of vandalism in SHC areas.
This has been almost endemic in these
areas, largely because they were estab-
lished over a very short period of time.
Young families move into the new area
and a large number of children tend to be
in the one age group. The problems ex-
perienced in the areas of Medina-Kwinana
and Coolbellup at present are quite seri-
ous.

I would ask the commission to consider
providing assistance-I realise there must
be some limitations, but ways surely
could be found-to provide special houses
in State Rousing Commission areas for
the use of police. I have had occasions
when I have been approached by police
constables to help them obtain accommo-
dation closer to the stations in which
they were serving, and this has not always
been possible. It would be a great ad-
vantage if by some arrangement through
Government finances, police constables
could be allocated houses in such areas
where there is a degree of vandalism,
particularly where there are large nuim-
bers of young children.

Mr O'Neil-. Does that imply they would
be on duty 24 hours a day?

Mr TAYLOR; Unfortunately, yes, It
does, the samne as is a member of Par-
liament and many other people. We
know that Just because a person goes to
work at 9.00 a.m. and returns home at
5.00 p.m., it does not mean that he neces-
sarily ceases his occupation during the
hours he is at home. If the Minister for
Works wishes to prolong the debate, I
could point out that from the police con-
stable's point of view, it is advisable also
that he becomes intimately familiar with
the area In which he is stationed.

The second problem Is only a minor
one, but has caused some irritation on
three or four occasions over the last
three months. When an SHC tenant
terminates his agreement and another
tenant takes over, quite often the second
tenant is sent a very high excess water
bill at the end of the rating period.

Investigations invariably have shown
that the first tenant used the entire per-
missible quantity for the residence in a
period of about six months and the In-
coming tenant, trying to do the right
thing by the lawns and gardens of the
house, finds he is faced with a bill of
anything between $20 and $50 for excess
water after only a few months' residence.

Mr O'Neil: He could take the precaution
of having the water meter read. I am
sure the electricity meter is read before
he moves In.

Mr TAYLOR: I understand the 81KG
arranges for the electricity meter to be
read as the outgoing tenant leaves the

premises and the incoming tenant then
has a clean sheet. However, it is more
difficult in the case of water because we
are talking about the excess water bill;
some sort of pro rata arrangement would
have to be arrived at. However, the pre-
sent system does lead to Irritation In
certain instances.

Mr O'Neil: There is a question on the
notice paper today about this very matter;
it relates to country areas.

Mr TAYLOR: The third matter to
which I wish to refer concerns house
maintenance. Despite commients to the
contrary, there seems to be an inordinate
delay in carrying out maintenance in
some SHC areas in my electorate, This
invariably results in people who want
transfers wandering around the area,
locating these houses, and complaining
about the fact that the houses have been
empty for six weeks or so.

I suggest that the rent loss must be
an important factor to the commission.
if the loss of rent is taken Into account
it could well be that the commission
should have special staff appointed to do
these jobs quickly, thus enabling these
houses to become available more readily.

While I am very happy that Abo-
riginal people are allocated homes in
normal communities, I am not very happy
that this is done almost exclusively in
SHC areas. From what I have been
told, apparently this is done because
it Is easier for the SEC rent collectors to
collect rent on behalf of the appropriate
authority, and for maintenance and ser-
vicing to be carried out. However, this
seems to put an inordinate load on an
SHC estate. There could be a dozen such
families in one small area in circumstances
which could cause social conflict.

I can see no reason that the commission
should not allocate to Aborigines some of
these second-hand houses in other sub-
urbs which the B3udget provides for it to
purchase; thus, by allocating houses in
other suburbs to Aboriginal families we
would create a reasonable mix thoughout
the community. I do not say this to
stigmiatise the Aboriginal people in any
way, but merely to allow for a leavening
within each community, giving these peo-
ple a better chance.

To cite just one example a comment was
made to me that in the early days of the
establishment of a particular area, there
were only one or two Aboriginal families.
and the Aboriginal children mixed with the
white children with no discrimination or
problems. However, when a considerable
number of families moved into the district,
the Aboriginal children tended to form a
group in the playground and play together
and we had the beginnings of what in a
sense was anti-social behaviour on the part
of both parties.

With the member for Victoria Park, I
am not happy with some of the methods
of implementing policy adopted by the
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SHO and I would ask, as I had occasion
to ask when I was Minister, that the com-
mission assesses much of the information
it conveys to applicants. I well remember an
instance where over a number of months I
had appeal after appeal from people who
claimed they had applied for a purchase
house but when inquiries were made, found
there was no record of such application.
It just did not seem possible that all these
people were in the wrong and af ter In-
vestigating the files, in several instances
right back to page one, I discovered the
reason for this confusion.

At the bottom of the rental application
form there was a clause which, in effect
said, "If You had the opportunity to pur-
chase this property, would you do so?"
and these people had answered. "Yes."
They had been under the impression that
this represented an application to pur-
chase the dwelling they were renting, but
in actual fact the 8MG was seeking only
information.

From the bureaucratic mind, that point
did not emerge; however, to those people
who later found they were not registered,
that clause represented an application to
purchase. They had spent two or thiree
years renting premises only to find their
names were not on a purchase list.

The same thing is happening in other
areas. I have had a number of people
living in fiats approach me saying, "We
have been in this flat for two years, and
we want cur transfer." When I checked,
I found that they were told they could
apply to be transferred after they had
been in the apartments for two years.

These provisions are all quite clear to
the bureaucrat but to the people who have
been living in these rental premises, build-
ing up their hopes only to find that they
have not been registered, it is misleading.
I think the words are clear in one context
but they are not in another, and there is
a real need to try to sort out some of the
information conveyed to applicants and
tenants so that there is a real understand-
ing of what is being conveyed.

in fact, those of us who deal with 8MG
problems find that perhaps one-third of
the complaints arise basically from in-
formation which has been misinterpreted.
I will not say the 8MG has been mislead-
ing, but something should be done to avoid
the possibility of such misinterpretation
of information conveyed to tenants. Per-
haps this Is due to the way the words have
been put together; even if this is the ease,
some of these people have been prepared
to show some animosity in order to over-
come their problem.

I should like to question what is happen-
ing with regard to "Social mix" in com-
mission estates. Members on both sides
have referred to the very commendable
"Orelia mix" exercise, where project de-
velopers at Kwiriana built the great maj-
ority of houses, and the 8MG built, perhaps,
one house In every six. This has developed

Into a very worthwhile community, and
although they are all "workers", with only
half a vote-their vote is very strong for
the Labor Party-almost three-quarters of
these people are in their own houses. This
Is commendable, because these people have
been given the opportunity to purchase
their own houses,

However, I see no move in this respect
in other commission developments, and I
feel something should be done to further
this concept. I should like some sort of
report on what has happened to this con-
cept of "mix"~.

I should now like to make a point with
respect to the commission's land in the
Cockburn Town Council area, known as
Southwell. This area is adjacent to Cool-
bellup, which is adjacent to Hamilton Hill,
which is adjacent to Hilton Park, which is
adjacent to Willagee. It would seem to me
it is about time that this long run of com-
mission estates came to a halt.

At this time, perhaps only one-quarter of
the Southwell estate has been built on by
the commission and It is most appropriate,
following an answer supplied by the Min-
istter somne days ago, that the land still un-
occupied, which is serviced by roads and
other facilities, should be handed over to
the R. & I. Bank, or some other authority,
placed on the open market and sold to
those who would like to live in the area.
There is a shortage of building blocks im-
mediately available in the Cockburn area.

These are serviced lots. I suggest that
the type of person who would buy those
lots would he the type who is eligible or
who Is in receipt of income just over the
eligible amount. They would be people in
the lower or lower-middle income groups. I
should point out that the waiting list for
8MG purchase homes in the Fremantle
area is about five years.

The money so obtained could be used by
the commission to open up new areas at
Leeming and Mason Road, which the Min-
ister has advised will be developed. That
should be done in preference to completing
the Southwell development over the next
couple of years. By this means more people
could be housed.

Perhaps that could be done by offering
the lots to people on the commission list,
because the land is relatively cheap. The
money so obtained could be used to develop
the housing projects at Leeming and
Mason Road. It would not matter so much
if these latter areas became complete hous-
Ing estates.

My final point relates to apartments or
flats. Part of the problem arises through
the reaction of people who are put Into
such units in Housing Commission areas.
Some real value could be achieved by the
commission undertaking spot purchases of
apartments as it does in respect of houses:
and allocating these to people who are
eli'lble for commission assistance, and at
the samne time balancing that in terms
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of rent by offering leases of SHC apart-
ments and fiats to young couples and
others looking for accommodation.

I believe that many people in large Hous-
ing Commission flats, which are well ser-
viced In terms of hot water systems and
stoves, would prefer flats half the size if
they were located outside Housing Commis-
slon areas. We would have far fewer social
problems If occupancy of apartments was
mixed under some arrangement; that is,
some blocks of SHC fiats could be made
available to the married children of nearby
tenants. They would pay appropriate rents,
not necessarily those applicable under the
Housing Commission policy but those ap-
plying under normal letting arrangements
with private landlords.

At the same time, those people now
living in SHC appartments would be able
to live in appartinents in other areas, and
feel they have same degree of dignity,
rather than be living in what is con-
sidered by them now to be the worst type
of accommodation within State housing
areas.

I have not elaborated on any of these
points, because to do so on any of them
could take half an hour. I merely ask
the Minister to comment on them, or else
to request the Housing Commission officers
to discuss them with me at some length.

The CHAIRMAN: Before the Minister
replies I would ask him to keep in mind
the matters raised by the member for
Morley, especially as I have required the
member f or Mt. Hawthorn to desist from
speaking on that subject. The Minister
should have some opportunity to comment
on those matters.

MR P. V. JONES (Narrogin-Minister
for Housing) f 5.04 P.m.]: First of all, may
I thank You, Mr Chairman, for allowing
the member for Morley to raise the matters
which he did, because this Provides me
with an opportunity to make the position
crystal clear: evidently I did not make it
clear at the commencement of my speech
on the 5th November. As has been said, and
as has been properly recorded at the time,
I did not enter into that debate in any
other capacity than as Minister for Fish-
eries and Wildlife, making comment upon
the aspects relative to mercury in shark.
I participated In that debate due to the
absence of the Minister in this Chamber
who represents the Minister for Health.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: So you were actually
representing the Minister for Health be-
cause the Minister who usually represents
him in this Chamber was not present?

Mr P. V. JONES: I would like to make
the record quite clear: that was why I
spoke only on matters relative to mercury
in shark and that is what I would like to
repeat again! I did not use that oppor-
tunity to defend the Minister for Health.
I indicated that at the commencement of
my remarks, for the simple reason that

he had adequately defended himself
against the mischievous, untruthful, and
derogatory attack that had been levelled
against him. There was no cause for me
to Justify that part of the motion refer-
ring to the Minister for Health, because
he had done that through the due process
of law.

Point of Order
Mr A. R. TONKIN: I would ask the

Minister to withdraw the statement that
the motion was based on untruths. He
said the motion we were debating was
untruthful and offensive. I ask for a
withdrawal of that statement.

The CHAIRMAN: The member for
MAlorley has aked for a withdrawal of the
words used by the Minister. I1 would ask
him to withdraw them.

Mr P. V. JONES: I withdraw those
words.

Committee Resumed
Mr P. V. JONES: Let me repeat the

sense of what I said.
Mr A. R. Tonkin: The Minister did not

reply to the censure motion outside the
Chamber.

Mr P, V. JONES: I am trying to clarify
the position. At the commencement of
my remarks I said I wished to refer only
to that part of the motion which dealt
with mercury in shark: and not to any
reference to, attack upon, or anything else
relating to the Minister for Health. I was
not trying to justify the actions of the
Minister for Health.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: Why did you alter
the record then?7

Mr P. V. JONES: Following the making
available to me of that report, in order
that the sense might be made quite clear
and that the word "justify" referred to
the fact that it was a statement of fact by
me, I said that I had no intention of re-
ferring to that particular part of the mo-
tion. I used the word "comment" so that
the sense in which it was used would be
quite clear.

In no way at all do I retract from the
fact that I was intending to convey the
Impression that I was referring only to
mercury in shark, and that I did not in-
tend to interfere in any activities relative
to the Minister for Health; because that
was his province, and particularly as these
had been the subject of an action outside
this Chamber.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: That was an entirely
different matter. He objected to certain
words.

Mr P. V. JONES: I agree. I said the
subject relating to the statements or sug-
gestions of the Minister for Health relative
to mprcury in fish was something for him
to defend, and the matter was within his
province and not within mine.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: He is not a member
of this Chamber.
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Mr P. V. JONES: I wish to make only
two more comments. Firstly, this ques-
tion was alluded to again yesterday, I did
not comment on it then, simply because
,I had no intention of providing comments
for the Muinister for Health to be attacked
continually in this manner through me.
Secondly, if in fact some further altera-
tion is required, I am quite happy to rest
upon the wisdom and advice of the
Speaker.

I shall now deal with the other matters
that have been raised on this vote. A com-
ment has been made on the wood chipping
industry, and it has been alleged that 1
was said to have expressed some "Surprise".
I dealt with this matter today. The Con-
servation Council of Western Australia to-
day published an open letter, of which I
had some prior knowledge. I would like to
repeat what I said to the Press today; I
issued no statement at Manjimup on that
day. I simply made a private comment to
some members of the Manjimup Shire
Council whom I met. The word "surprise"
was not mentioned at all, I am approach-
ing the Conservation Council privately to
ask why it did not check on the word that
I was alleged in the Press to have used.

The next point relates to funding for
native conservation projects. It was sug-
gested that there had been a loss of $1 mil-
lion. The State produced all extensive list
of projects which it considered were of
value for preservation Purposes. I use the
word "Preservation" in the sense that these
areas are part of the natural heritage of
the State. The list was sent to the Com-
monwealth, and there was considerable
delay in two respects. Firstly, there was
delay in compiling the list in order of pre-
ference. We were then asked to give the
Common~ealth more specific detail, and
we were informed that the amount of
funding would be considerably less.

The member for Morley might recall
asking me a question a week or two ago as
to the reasons we had not received the
funding. My answer implied that certain
information was made available only in
the month of June, 1974. The time limit
elapsed subsequently to that, and we moved
into the next financial year. Some funding
has been made available.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: You mentioned the
month of June, 1974, but I think it should
have been June, 1975.

Mr P. V. JONES: I regret the error. It
should have been June, 1975. There has
been some funding since that time, but at
a lower level than that indicated. I am not
aware of any loss amounting to $1 million,
but I am aware of some withdrawal by
the Commonwealth of the funding which
was made available. I will have to let the
honourable member know exactly what
funds were available on thfe dates he re-
ferred to.

Regarding the coastal strip study, I agree
this is an important matter. Last year some

$8 500 was made available for photo-
graphic work carried out by the Lands
Department; and this year $7 350 will be
made available.

The member for Victoria Park dealt with
aspects relative to the State Housing
Commission. The Parliamentary liaison
officer, Mr Harvey, works under extreme
pressure. However, with the help of an
assistant whom he has had for some
months, he has managed to reduce the
turn-around time to something like four
weeks, provided the requests are not com-
plicated or are not ones relating to local-
ities ouside the metropolitan area and re-
quiring considerable research. I agree that
the number of requests is increasing, but
we are looking Into the activities of that
section of the commission.

The member for Cockburn raised the
question of the needs basis, to which the
member for Victoria Park also referred.
We have done some work on this. I think
there Is need for further assessment, and
this is being carried out.

I have noted the other major points
which have been raised, but I cannot reply
now to aLl1 of them. The member for
Cockburn referred to the matter of main-
tenance of houses. The problem relates
largely to the availability of contractors
and the difficulty the commission is ex-
periencing in finding response to its tenders
and In getting people to carry out the
work.

Where light maintenance is required we
are looking into the desirability of letting
such premises to new tenants on the
understanding that light maintenance
work will be undertaken during their ten-
ancy.

Two other points in relation to housing
have been raised. The "social-mix" concept
of housing has lagged, due to the difficulty
of obtaining suitable premises. However, it
is picking up again. We are now releasing
for private sale, in certain Housing Com-
mission areas where it owns land, blocks
that are already developed. I am not refer-
ring to the blocks at K~arrinyup which will
be auctioned next Saturday, but to blocks
at Collie and Bunbury. These will be the
first two projects to get off the ground.
We are making available a deal of land
scattered throughout the State, and some
of this land is located in the Perth area.

The final point raised by the honourable
member, and in which he takes a particu-
lar interest, was the development of South-
well. The concluding part of the develop-
ment at Southwell has just been approved
by me for -nmrpeti'n. I think it will
commence during February or March next
year. A change will be Involved in the de-
sign of the last stage of the work, and will
provide for a lesser density.

Mr Taylor: I have noticed there has been
a change to single units, which is to the
good.

4578



[Thursday, 13 November, 19151 4579

Mr P. V. JONES: I was concerned that
there was a shortage of playing areas for
children, and recreation areas generally,
so I requested an adjustment. We now
have a revised plan which, as I have said.
will provide for lesser density.

Votes: State Housing Commission, $10;
Conservation and Environment, $724 990:
Fisheries and Wildlife. $2 837 000--put and
passed.

Part 14: Minister for Water Supplies-
Vote: Country Water Supplies, Sewerage,

Drainage and Irrigation, $29 956 000-put
and passed.

Part 15: Minister for Railways-
MRt T. H. JONES (Collie) [5.17 P.m.]:

I feel it is my responsibility to refer
briefly to our railway system. I am sure
the Minister, after studying the report
which has been tabled in another Place,
will appreciate the depressed situation of
the transport system, generally, in West-
ern Australia. It is a problem which is not
easily overcome, and it is one which has
been with us for some time.

I have not had very much opportunity
to study the report because it was tabled
in another place and I am relying on the
Press report which appeared in today's
issue of the Dlaily News. From that report
I notice the loss to the Metropolitan Trans-
port Trust on bus and ferry services
amounted to $8.4 million. That represented
an increase of $2 695 590 over the previous
12 months, or an increase of 47 per cent.
It is quite clear that the Government will
have to get down and tackle the problem.
The report which appeared in the Dlaily
News, in part, stated-

The report said that unless steps
were taken to halt the current trend
of encouraging more cars into the city,
Public and private transport users
would be disadvantaged in the long
run.

I am sure the Minister while he was on his
overseas tour observed the Policies imnple-
mented in other parts of the world. I will
refer Particularly to Nottingham where
busways are provided on which the buses
have precedence over ordinary motor-
ists. This is something we will have to
look into. The metropolitan railway system
will need to be electrified to encourage
people to use it. Speedier bus services will
also have to be provided. I hope this mat-
ter will receive some early attention and
some priority from the Government.

I was pleased to note that the Govern-
ment has scrapped the idea of incorporat-
Ing a system of buaways. There is ample
evidence-and I think the Minister would
agree with me-that many large cities are
returning to the electrification and exten-
sion of their underground systems. Most
countries are going back to the use of trol-
ley buses and trains in their major cities.

This is something to which we will have
to give some consideration. I notice there
is an increase in the use of trains in Mel-
bourne.

The Opposition is concerned with the
number of derailments which are still at-
curving. I do not have up-to-date figures,
but in answer to a question asked by my
leader, we were informed that derail-
ments cost this State $681 947 in the 12-
month period from the 13th August, 1974.
to the 13th August. 1975. A derailment at
Bruce Rock cost $10 540; another one at
Spring Hill cost $23 660, and another de-
railment cost $70 400. The overall cost of
derailments during the 12-month period to
which I have referred was $681 947 and I
have no doubt the Minister will agree that
is a large sum of money.

I am also concerned with the speed res-
trictions which are applied to large sec-
tions of our railway system in Western
Australia. I do not think the Minister
will deny that the restrictions are being
extended even to busy sections in our
south-west. What is being done to rec-
tify the situation?

In answer to a question I1 asked the Min-
ister supplied a table showing the sections
where speeds and axle loads have been re-
duced below those applying to the desired
classification. The table is as follows--

(a) Loads:
Mullewa-Meekatbarra-Bogie

wagons with 10 t axieload
only permitted

(b) Speeds:
Karnbalda-Esperance-Speed re-

duced below track standard
Fremiantle-Nth Fremantle-Res-

triction applied to empty
bauxite and alumina trains

Armadale - Bunbury-Restriction
applied to empty bauxite and
alumina trains and 20.5 t
axleload bogie wagons

Fremantle-Robb Jetty-Restric-
tion applied to empty bauxite
and alumina trains

Robb Jetty-Spearwood-Restric-
tion applied to empty bauxite
and alumina trains and 20.5 t
axieload bogie wagons

Spearwood-Cockburn South-Res-
triction applied to empty
bauxite and alumina trains
and 20.5 t axleload bogie
wagons

Kwinana-Cockburn South-Res-
triction applied to alumina
and bauxite trains and 20.5 t
axleload bogie wagons.

Weston Street-Mundijong-Res-
triction applied to alumina
and bauxite trains and 20.5 t
axleload bogie wagons.
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Mundijong-Jarrahdale No. 2-
Restriction applied to alumina
and bauxite trains and 20.5 t
axieload bogie wagons

Millendon Junction-Coorow-Res -
triction applied to 11.0 t axle-
load 4 wheel wagons

Mingenew - Narngulu-Restriotion
applied to 11.0 C axleload 4
wheel wagons

Pinjarra-Calcine-Restriction ap-
plied to empty bauxite and
alumina trains and 20.5 t
axieload bogie wagons

Alumina Junctlon-Dwelliflgup-
Restriction applied to Y and
F class locomotives

Brunswick-collie-Reduced below
track standard

Collie-Western No. 2-Reduced
below track standard

Muja-Centaur-Restriction ap-
plied to 11.0 t sxleload bogie
wagons

The speed on the section of line between
Brunswick and Collie has been reduced
below track standard, and the freight on
that line will increase further. I am sure
the Minister is concerned because of the
restrictions placed on certain sections of
line. Those restrictions increase consider-
ably the time taken for journeys.

I sincerely hope the Minister will give
close attention to the derailments which
are occurring in this State and to the
speed restrictions which are applied to our
railway system. I understand that further
restrictions are to be applied.

I was pleased to read in the annual re-
port of the Western Australian Govern-
ment Railways that the Government has at
last seen the light, and is to bring back
repair gangs. This is a matter which we
on this side-particularly the member for
Avon. who is not here today-have been
raising for some time. We are concerned
with the standard of work which has been
carried out by the maintenance contrac-
tors. As I said, it is pleasing to note that
Westrail is to have its own maintenance
gangs, and that they will be formed at
five centres-Northam, Merredin, Bun-
bury, Kalgoorlie, and Geraldton. I hope
the number of gangs will be increased, and
that not only will the maintenance be
done by the snake charmers-as they are
known-.-or the fettlers, but also the track
laying. With the improvement of the
standard of our railway system the trains
will be able to travel at normal speeds.
I draw those matters to the attention of
the Minister.

MR B. T. BURKE (Balga) (5.25 p.m.):-
I wish to speak to public utilities, which
appear at Page 123 of the Estimates. I
am a little puzzled-

The CHAIRMAN: We are now dealing
with part 15, railways.

Mr B. T. BURKE: Yes. I amn a llttle
puzzled by what appears to be a practice
which differs sharply from the philosophy
of the party which Is presently in Govern-
ment In this State. We have been told,
time and time again, that It is Govern-
ment philosophy to encourage private
enterprise and to assign everything possible
to that part of the economy which Is oper-
ated by those people pursuing profit
motives and providing services for which
they can reasonably expect, in cases, a
lucrative return.

No-one can deny that this State has
allowed a substantial SUM Of Money for
the maintenance of the railways system
which is presently operating. It seems to
me, and I think it would be difficult for
any member to deny, that the services
provided by the Government railways in
this State have been cut back sharply.

Mr O'Connor., You are referring to the
matter of passenger services?

Mr B. T. BURKE: I am referring to the
matter of passenger services, It seems
to me It Is about time we made some sort
of decision with regard to exactly where
we are going. If the Government pro-
fesses that Governments should not run
those Public enterprises which very fre-
quently Incur a loss borne by the general
public then it seems to me this is one
very good case for reassessing the Govern-
ment's position.

1 am also Interested in a comment which
was reported to me as having been made
by the Minister for Works, which impinges
directly upon this general area. During
recent negotiations the Minister for Works
said it was the policy of this Government
not to employ wages staff, and wherever
possible all work should be carried out by
private enterprise.

Mr O'Neil: I think you are over-reacting
a little. We have a policy that as much
work as possible should be done by private
contracetors, but that does not mean there
is no room for day labour. You stretch
the long bow a little further each time you
speak.

Mr B. T. BURKE: I am interested to
hear the Minister qualify the situation.
In summnarising what he has just said, we
can say this Government has undertaken,
whnrever possible, to replace wages staff
with contractors.

Mr O'Neil: We have not made any such
undertaking at all. I will allow the mem-
ber to continue to be confused.

Mr B. T. BURKE: The Minister cer-
tainly need not allow me to remain con-
fused; he Provokes confusion.

Mr ONeil: There Is no difficulty there.
Mr B. T. BURKE: The point of the

matter is simply this: The Government
talks about private enterprise, and pro-
fesses to support private enterprise, but
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when it acts it does nothing to promote
private enterprise which it professes to be
so valuable.

Mr Bertram: The railways are national-
ised.

Mr B. T. BURKE: The railway system
in this State is a socialist service. It is
a service provided by the public sector,
anut a service which does not Incur the
Pleasure of the Government, by the nature
of its organisation. It seems to me that
the Government has an opportunity to
say that here is proof of the pudding It
Is constantly talking about-un unprofit-
able socialist pudding. Why does the
Government talk In one vein, and act in
another?

Mr O'Connor: Is the member reflecting
mainly on maintenance gangs?

Mr B. T. BURKE: I am referring to the
whole matter of the railways, and to the
problems of this Government which says
publicly that private enterprise is more
efficient and is more profitable from the
community point of view and, after saying
that sort of thing, does something com-
pletely diff erent.

If this Government is unhappy about
incurring the cost of Promoting and prop-
ping up a service which is unprofitable,
then because of Its philosophical arg-u-
ments, and because of the alternatives
available to it, there Is a way to avoid
the expenditure of all this money.

MR JAMIESON (Welshpool-Deputy
Leader of the Opposition) [5.30 p.m.]: I
would like to talk briefly on this part.
When the Minister for Railways returned
from overseas, he made some statements
about underground railways and that the
cost would be about $50 million a mile-
He seems to have been bugged about the
amount right from the time this matter
was introduced, and he said he was
appalled at the high cost Involved. if Sir
John Forrest had been appalled at the
high cost of the water supply to Kal-
goorlie, It would not have been completed,
because the entire loan funds of this State
for several years were allocated to that one
purpose. I am not recommending, of
course, that the entire loan funds for any
one year now should be allocated to an
underground railway system. However, the
cost structure cannot be measured against
the advantage to the people of Perth.

For example, we can never hope to make
an underground loop pay, and therefore,
we cannot expect the Railways Depart-
ment to bear the capital expenditure. The
advantages of another level of transporta-
tion outweighs all these features. I was
amazed that the Minister did not seem to
appreciate this fact when he discussed the
problem with people overseas. Everyone
told the Minister about the tremendous
financial problems with their railway sys-
tems, but I am sure that. if asked, they

would all have told him of the immeasur-
able benefits associated with the schemes
when they were in operation. This is the
ultimate goal we must seek right from the
start.

When I introduced the schematic plan
for an underground railway line, the Min-
ister produced a pair of calipers, measured
the radius, and nit-picked about that. Hie
said that we could not even have a turn-
around in the area. These provisions
associated with our legislation were merely
to get the scheme off the ground.

I have stood up today mainly to say
that Sooner or later an underground
railway system will have to be provided.
People will not stand for another system
of transport through a city like Perth
where surface land would have to be re-
sumed or buildings would be despoiled.
The only thing to do with a railway line
is to bury it.

We have been told that it will cost $50
million a mile, but even if it cost $50 mil-
lion a kilometre-and there are five or
six kilometres involved, depending on
which system is opted for-it would still
be cheaper to do this than endeavour to
put in an above-surface line. The advan-
tages of an underground system to the
commercial business district would be
unlimited. Employees would be delivered
to the city: and traffic on the road would
flow much more smoothly because there
would be much less of it.

The Minister has many more inivestiga-
tions to undertake. We need only look at
such places as Melbourne, Sydney, Bris-
bane, and Adelaide. There have been
extensions to the underground railways in
Sydney and Melbourne, and there is an
underground project under construction
beneath King William Street in Adelaide;
all costly projects.

Looking at the history of other cities
we can see the mistakes they have made.
when their population was less than ours
is, they ran away from the provision of
such systems because of the cost involved.
However, they are finding that such plans
cost ever so much more now. Eventually
we will have to install such a railway line,
and the Wilbur Smith report indicates it
is feksible. Nobody is denying that it will
be an expensive project, but everything
these days is expensive. Roadway systems
are expensive, and goodness knows what
it would cost if we had to start today to
construct the Narrows interchange. We
would probably have to look for some
cheaper method because of the tremendous
expense involved.

With an underground system we would
avoid the environmental problems of free-
ways and busways. As soon as we mention
a busway, someone wants an environmental
impact study. If we bury the railway line,
people will not care. When the present
Minister for Local Government was on this
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side of the Chamber, he wanted an en-
vironental impact study every time he
turned around because he was so con-
vinced of their importance. It is most vital
that we have another level of transport
in this State, and we should not rn away
from the problem.

The main concern of course is the initial
financing, but at least the Government will
have moved in the right way if it has
opted for some sort of train transport
system. We must have complete electri-
fication of our trains as the first start to-
wards an underground system. We cannot
have an underground railway line without
electrification.

The Director-General of Transport is a
great supporter of busways. Recently at
the university he put forward the argu-
ment for busways, and I went along to
put the opposite point of view. A fter
we had bath spoken, he was asked what
be saw as the ultimate transport form in
40 or 50 years' time. He said that he had
no doubt it would be some form of train
transportation, although perhaps not quite
the same type of trains as we have today.
However, he thought that the same form
of track would be used to transport the
multitudes in the future.

We should plan for this now and not
in the future, otherwise we will get into
more and more trouble. I know the Com-
missioner of Main Roads is not very en-
thusiastic about any form of transport that
does not use tyres. I have been on trips
with him and have discussed these matters,
but he has never convinced me that poli-
tical influence in regard to busways is not
a great disadvantage.

On the surface, busways look to be a
solution to the Problem. However, first
we find that the police are entitled to use
them, then ambulances, then taxis, and
then cars carrying four passengers. Uilti-
mately they will be just as gummed-up
with traffic as everything else. Any surface
upon which one can drive a rubber-tyred
vehicle is a potential danger because no
matter which side politicians are on, they
are subject to local pressures, and they will
bend with them. Nobody wants to get
onto a railway line because it is dangerous,
unless one is in a railway carriage. So I
suggest that an underground railway is
the goal we should be aiming to achieve.

I know that every day underground
railways will become more and more ex-
pensive, but there Is no way that this
expense will decrease. Even the City of
Antwerp-which Is not as big as Perth-
is putting in a loop about the size of
the one envisaged here. The city is taking
this step because no other course is pos-
sible.

The only alternative to this course was
to wreck many buildings and to despoil
Antwerp. The underground system avoided
all the problems of environmental Impact
studies. The environmentalists are not
likely to be looking underground and they
have to be satisfied only about the entry

and exit of the railway line. As long
as we effectively prop up the buildings and
do not let them drop into the underground
system, the environment will not be al-
tered.

The problem of finance is always with
us, but If we work towards the installa-
tions of such a system we will achieve
something for posterity, If we forget about
railways altogether now, someone will say
in 50 or 100 years' time, "If our forebears
had been a little more adventurous, like
John Forrest, and if they had been pre-
pared to take the risk and accept the view
of the engineers about this underground
scheme, as John Forrest accepted the view
of the engineer about water to Kalgoorlie,
we would be a lot better off today. Cer-
tainly there was a cost structure problem
then, but it is even worse now."

with those remarks I suggest to the
Government that it considers this matter
very carefully before discarding the pos-
sibility of having an underground loop
railway.

MR SKIDMORE (Swan) [5.41 p.m.]:
Yesterday I asked a question without
notice of the Minister about the official
opening by Westrail of the Midland
Workshops. The Minister immediately
undertook to rectify an oversight, and I
was able to attend the opening with him
on the dais, and I thank him very much
for that. In future I hope invitations will
be extended to other members of Parlia-
ment, and not only to me, to such func-
tions.

I congratulate Westrail for its efforts
last night in throwing open the Midland
Workshops to the public.

Mr Jamieson: They had a reconciliation
there this morning!

Mr SKIDMORE: I hope that in the
future other members of Parliament will
attend similar types of inspections of the
workshops, and I understand there will be
an opportunity to do this early in the
session next year. I commend such a visit
to members because of the tremendous
effort that has gone Into this project, and
I compliment the workers at the Midland
Workshops.

MR O'CONNOR (Mt. Lawley-Minister
for Railways) (5.43 p.m.)1: I would like to
comment briefly on the remarks made by
members. The member for Collie referred
to the loss on the running of the MTT
and the railways. Naturally, we are con-
cerned about this; it is one of the matters
I had an opportunity to investigate while
overseas, and I have spoken to the honour-
able member regarding certain points in
connection with it.

A great deal of the loss is attributable
to the tremendous increase in wages over
a short period of time, and at the same
time we have endeavoured to keep charges
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down. We all know that the worst form
of transport financially is in the field of
commuter operations. The railways are
ideally suited to cart bulk commodities,
and they handle these much better than
any other form of transport in the world.
However, people want conveniences which
goods do not require, and It is the pro-
vision of these conveniences that make
operations uneconomic and extremely
difficult to carry on, and this is why some
services have to be closed down.

Mr Jamieson: That does not apply Just
to commuter railways-you just try to
close down a farm railway!

Mr O'CONNOR: The Deputy Leader of
the Opposition knows that all hell breaks
loose when we close down a railway line.
However, we must give consideration to the
cost to individuals and to the community
generally.

I would like to make a few brief com-
ments regarding the railways generally
apart from the commuter operations. The
year was not as bad as it seems on the
general cargo side and the carriage of
goods throughout the State. We did have
a strike of CBH workers which affected our
economic operations; apart from this we
had a break in the line on the Nullabor,
which affected our finances during the year
and cost us a lot of money. As a result of
this, the railway lost quite a deal of goods
traffic and there does not appear to be
any chance of getting it back again.

In regard to the commuter service, we
have a record harvest In front of us, quite
apart from the prospect of getting extra
minerals. We have already made represen-
tations in connection with Eneabba. There
are many needs for an east-west line,
particularly with the closing down of ASP.
We would prefer that shipping line to re-
main in service and it will be a great loss
to the State when It pulls out. However,
when it does do so this will Place more
goods on rail and allow us to be in a bet-
ter financial position at the end of the
year when we will have an extra 400 000
tonnes of goods coming across by rail from
the Eastern States. I admit that the ques-
tion of commuters Is a difficult one, and
it will have to be watched very closely. We
will do all we can to encourage people to
use public transport In the metropolitan
area, because this is where our finances are
In difficulty and where losses are Incurred
to a great extent.

Mention was made about commuter ser-
vices being used in the country centres. We
have refused to agree to retain some of
these for the reasons I have mentioned.
There is also the point that some of this
equipment will need replacing and the cost
will be around $9 million; apart from
which some of the country areas would not
warrant it.

Mr T. H. Jones: More people are travel-
ling now.

Mr O'CONNOR: The honourable member
would agree that although there are finan-
cial difficulties associated with commuter
services they must be retained in certain
areas. The member for Collie also men-
tioned speed restrictions and added that
the tracks were In a poor condition. This
aspect could, of course, be overcome if we
had the money.

Mr T. H. Jones: You should have no
trouble now.

Mr O'CONNOR: I do not think any
alterations should be made at this time;
nor do I think It would be proper for us
to make an approach to the Commonwealth
at the moment. The honourable member
will realise that we have made approaches
to the Commonwealth Government and
have mentioned the difficulties we have had
with our line. Because of our population
and the nature of the State we have more
miles of line when compared with popula-
tion than any other State and of course It
is very costly to operate.

We have made approaches to the Com-
monwealth Government on the Eneabba
line and the Kalgoorlie line. There are
difficulties in regard to parts of the line
and we have had to apply speed restric-
tions. If we had unlimited cash we would
be able to take care of this aspect. But
we must get the assistance from the Com-
monwealth because the amount required Is
outside the State's finances.

The member for Balga made some men-
tion about private contracts. What we have
tried to do iii regard to cyclic maintenance
Is to take both aspects into consideration.
We did let a contract for $3 million over
three years, I think It was--although I hope
the honourable member will not hold me to
that figure. This contract was let to a
private company, but we also put specialist
groups on within the railways so that we
could have a balanced budget. Some of
the work is done by private contract and
some of it is done by specialists. We have,
however, had difficulty In keeping men in
the railways for purposes of track main-
tenance. It is apparently not the sort of
work they want to do and continue doing
and, as a result, they move from one place
to another. This is one of the difficulties
with the railways, but we are now trying to
get specialist groups, and we hope to be
able to keep these specialists within the
department.

The member for Welshpool made some
comment regarding an underground sys-
temn. I do not think I have ever said we
will not have an underground railway
System, or a railway system commuting
through the central part of the city. I
did, however, say that we could not afford
it. I said that on the basis of the investi-
gations I had made overseas I found that
in Milan 27 miles of line is being con-
structed at a cost of $50 million a mile. So
the honourable member would have some
idea of the cost involved.
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This applies also to San Francisco
where the system is considered to be the
best in the world. That city had all the
facilities it needed but it could not run
the line at a profit and it is now necessary
to close the service after 8.00 p.m.: the
city just cannot afford to keep it going.

When people talk about the under-
grounding of a railway they should con-
sider the expense. It would be foolish to
commit people today to something we
might require in 50 years' time, particu-
larly when we cannot afford it.

In Washington 97 miles of underground
line were put in at a cost of $6 000 mil-
lion. The deficit there in the first year
of operation was $200 million. This Is a
colossal amount and far beyond what we
can afford.

Mr Bertram: It is too much.

Mr O'CONNOR: Yes, and the people
there are now considering other means.
The consultants are talking in tenns of
light rails, but when asked what they
mean they cannot answer the question.
They are just groping in the dark.

I do not think the undergrounding of
the railway Is feasible In Perth. Possibly
we will have to electrify the railways. We
have a fairly untidy section of line, and
electrification will improve it. I would like
to see the overhead lines got rid of,
though, of course, there are dangers in-
volved, particularly where children are
concerned. While not agreeing with the
member for Welshpool that we should
proceed with this aspect at the moment I
do not disagree that eventually this may;
be necessary.

if we consider some of the cities where
underground railways are operating, we
will find that the populations are fairly
big. For example, London has a popula-
tion of nine million, Mexico City has a
population of 11 million, and Tokyo has a.
population of 11.5 million. The situation
there is quite different from what it is
here.

Mr Jamieson: They are much bigger
systems.

Mr O'CONNOR: In most of these places
they could not do without their under-
ground systems; London certainly could
not do without its underground system.

Mr T. H. Jones: The London under-
ground has been extended to Heathrow
Airport.

Mr O'CONNOR: That is so. I conclude
by thanking members for their comments.

Vote: Railways, $118 057 000-put and
passed.

Part 16: Minister for Mines-
Vote: State Batteries, $1 375 000--put;

and passed.

Fart 6: Minister for Police and Traffic-

MR T. H, JONES (Collie) (5.50 p.m.):
May I continue with moy remarks, Mr
Chairman?

The CHAIRMAN: Yes, the honourable
member has 20 minutes of his time re-
maining.

Mr T. H. JONES: Thank you, Mr
Chairman, It is not my intention to delay
the Chamber longer than is necessary, but
it is important that I make a few com-
ments in relation to police control gen-
erally In Western Australia.

I have already touched on the appoint-
ment of the Road Traffic Authority and
have given my views in relation to the
control being exercised. There are a num-
ber of matters which concern me and I
mentioned yesterday the police staff of
370. The Minister said this was brought
about by the transference of policemen to
the Road Traffic Authority. My main con-
cern is the amount of overtime that is
being paid. On the 15th October the fol-
lowing question was asked of the
Minister-

Since the Road Traffic Authority took
over traffic control in the metropolitan
area-
(a) how many drivers have been

apprehended;
The Minister replied, 61 660. To a further
question as to how many were charged,
the Minister replied, 38 465; which left
23 195 drivers who were stopped but not,
charged. This is a very big figure. For
61 660 drivers to be apprehended and only
38 465 to be charged indicates to me that
the patrolmen stopped 23 195 motorists on
frivolous charges. This involves time be-
cause the vehicle must be inspected and
some consideration given to the charge
being made.

The Minister was then asked what were
the numbers convicted for drunken driv-
ing offences, and he replied, 941; and on
being asked what was the total overtime
paid, the answer he gave was $240 009. This
is a large amount to be paid in overtime.
and when I consider that 23 195 motorists
were not charged it makes me feel that
patrolmen are stopping motorists on frivo-
lous charges. If the officers had good rea-
son to stop them they would have gone
ahead with the charges. Some considera-
tion will have to be given to this aspect.

I know the Minister is as concerned as
we are about the question of fatal asoi-
dents, but the number of people who have
not been charged since the Road Traffic
Authority has been operating is quite a
large figure. it is obvious they should not
have been stopped because no charges were
laid. The Minister should give some con-
sideration to this matter because several
hours must be involved in stopping motor-
ists, and I do not think it justifies an.
expenditure of $240 009 on overtime.
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The Minister gave me an assurance when
we were discussing the question of the
Road Traffic Authority that he would bring
in amendments and that spot cheeks would
not take place. He will recall having given
an assurance to the member for Boulder-
Dundas that spot checks would not be
carried out.

I would also like to hear the Minister in
relation to this matter, because he will
recall my speech when I referred to it aut
asked him the following question-

Further to my question 1 of 15th
October, 1975 concerning traffic off-
enders apprehended and prosecuted
by the Road Traffic Authority, will he
further advise the amount of fines im-
pesed in relation to answers (b) and
(c) ?

The Minister replied-
The total amount of penalty Paid in
relation to answer (b) is $1 302 724.
Included In this total is $264 450 for
court fines for drunken driving
offences and $692 '763 for infringement
notices.

It Is quite clear that with the amount of
overtime Involved consideration should be
given to the points I have just raised, and
also to those I raised when speaking
previously.

Another matter I wish to mention Is the
question of the Police Department pur-
chasing its own helicopters. When I was in
New York I had the opportunity, through
the courtesy and generosity of the Police
Force there, to tour New York by helicop-
ter. Everything was shown on a television
screen and the operation was cardied out
in a most efficient manner. I believe their
equipment Is far better than that at Scot-
land Yard.

In a helicopter the police in New York
are able to trace a stolen car. What hap-
pens is that while the police road patrol-
men are chasing a stolen car, the helicopter
hovers overhead to let the road patrolmen
know the movements of the stolen vehicle.
Therefore, the use of helicopters is a tre-
mendous advantage to the police. I ama not
suggesting we should purchase the same
number of helicopters as are available to
the police in New York.

Sir Charles Court: They are stone
motherless broke. At the moment they
may be Prepared to sell us a few on the
cheap.

Mr T. H. JONES: Members may laugh
at such a suggestion, but I put It forward
In all seriousness. Not only could a heli-
copter be used to trace stolen vehicles, but
In this State it could be used to great
advantage to locate boats off our coast that
have been reported missing. In extending
Its activities In this direction surely the
Police Department could afford at least
one helicopter that could be used In
searches for missing vessels, or where a
report has been received that a boat is in
trouble. Further, following the report of a

breaking and entering crime the helicopter
could be used to trace the vehicle used by
the offenders. At the moment the police
do not have such a facility.

Members may laugh at such a suggestion
and contend that there is no need for a
helicopter to be used, but If they had the
opportunity, as I did, to see how these ma-
chines are used by the police in New York I
am sure they would change their minds. In
New York the police have at least 20 heli-
copters on standby to assist in the detec-
tion of crime. The Goverment in this State
should give close attention to this sugges-
tion, because, as I have said, a helicopter
could be used to locate missing vessels or
to follow up a report of any boat that is In
trouble along our coast. It has been found
In the past that quite often a boat has
been located too late to avert a tragedy,
but if the police had available a heli-
copter at short notice this could possibly
save lives. Police officers could be trained
In their use, and surely the Government
could afford to purchase one or two heli-
copters for general service throughout the
State.

I now wish to speak about the transport
industry. The Minister did not have an
opportunity to speak on this subject. The
other day I asked the Government what it
was doing to prevent five or six transport
drivers going to the wall every month. On
the 6th November I asked the Premier the
following question-

AS in the Governor's Speech of 13th
March, 1975 he outlined the Govern-
ment's legislative Programme and In-
cluded in the Bills to be introduced
a Bill to rationalise the road transport
industry...

I will not read the rest of the question,
because that is sufficient to make my
point. In part, the Premier replied-

The Government has already acted
to more stringently administer section
36 (d) of the Transport Commission
Act, which relates to entry into those
road transport operations for which
Transport Commission licenses are
required.

I would Point out to the Minister for
Police that it Is still apparent that this
is not the answer. I think, in view of his
experience, that he knows owner-drivers
In Western Australia are still in dire
straits, and therefore it is necessary for
the Government to Introduce legislation
similar to that which we introduced for
the control of taxis. Similarly, if legisla-
tion were introduced by the Government,
control could be exercised over people who
desire to enter the transport industry in
order to save the men who are already
engaged in It from going to the wall, be-
cause there is no doubt It is a cut-throat
industry.

The reason for its being a cut-throat
industry is that a driver has no difficulty
in obtaining a load to transport it from
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the city to the country; the problem arises
on the return trip when he is Seeking to
backload. As a result cut-throat tactics
are being adopted by many drivers and so
many of them are going to the wall. I
would therefore like to hear the Minister's
comment on that question.

My final question is: when are we going
to legalise massage parlours? I raised this
matter with the Government about 12
months ago. I am referring to the pseudo-
massage parlours that operate in this
State at present. We should be following
the lead set by other States and introduce
legislation to register the dinkumn masseur,
because many massage parlours are being
used for another purpose, We should be
registering massage parlours.

Several members interjected.
Mr T. H. JONES: I understand that at

some parlours People can get more than
a meal and a massage, Speaking seriously,
we should get down to the question of
registering massage parlours in the inter-
ests of the qualified masseur who, at the
moment, is very concerned at what Is
happening in other so-called massage par-
lours in Western Australia.

MR BATEMAN (Canning) rs.o5 p.m.]:
I join the member for Collie In saying a
few words on this part. As usual, I wish to
refer to radar traps. The member for
Collie covered many other areas governed
by the police which I intended to cover,
so r will not delay the Committee by refer-
ring to them again.

I am most unhappy about police radar
traps and I always have been. They are
not serving any useful purpose whatso-
ever in the way of preventing accidents on
the road. The only way to prevent acci-
dents on the road is to get the road
patrolmen on the road where people can
see them. At present, on many occasions,
one can see nine or 10 policemen hiding
anywhere along the various city highways--
even on private properties-trying to catch
erring motorists with a radar gun. On
one occasion I saw a police officer, hiding
In a bus shelter, but operating his radar
gun through an aperture in the bus
shelter.

Police also hide behind workmen's sheds
that are erected on the highways on
occasions and to my way of thinking this
is not the way to solve our road traffic
problems. In the last couple of days a
Supreme Court judge in Sydney advocated
that all road traps should be abolished.
With your permission, Mr Chairman, I
will quote the following letter which I
received from an eminent psychiatrist
dated the 27th March, 1975. It reads as
follows-

Having just read yesterday's Dafty
News I would like you to know that I
heartily concur with your remarks
about Police radar traps.

I have no personal axe to grind, in
that I have not been a victim of a
radar trap, but I am most concerned
at the damage that is being done by
the "hiding behind trees, playing cloak
and dagger" that you referred to.

The vast majority of motorists who
fall victim to those traps are sober,
law-abiding and responsible people
who are travelling at a speed com-
mensurate with safe driving conditions
at the time and they are rightly
resentful to find themselves subjected
to a Polite but "holier than thou" ad-
monition from a policeman as he
hands them an on-the-spot fine.

Maybe this does slow down average
traffic speed: maybe it does make
drivers more alert to road dangers
and maybe it even saves an occasional
life. However, the cost of this occa-
sional saving of a life is much higher
than we generally realize. This con-
stant "needling" of the citizenry by
radar-police is breeding a strong
reactionary resentment towards the
police force, resulting In a very un-
heaithy "us versus them" attitude by
the average citizen.

This is exemplified by the new
tactic of "flashing" headlights that
motorists now use to warn approach-
ing vehicles of the existence of a
radar trap.

I saw this happening the other day when
I was driving to the city. Continuing-

At no time in our history has there
been a greater need for the police
force to enjoy the solid backing of
the citizenry in combining together to
combat the increasing elements of
lawlessness.

1 could not agree more. The letter con-
tinues-

I agree with you that, by destroy-
ing this good wiil, policemen preying
on their neighbours by hiding behind
trees with their radar guns are doing
the community a disservice of Incal1-
culable magnitude.

I hope the Minister of Police was
present to hear your remarks In the
House.

I thank you, Mr Chairman, for allowing
me to have that letter recorded in Hansard,
At present there Is a great feeling of
'uncomfortabiiity" between the Police

Force and the Road Traffic Authority.
Recently a detective-sergeant, whom I
will not name, was stopped by a road
traffic, patrolman whilst he was speeding
along the road to attend to a report of an
offence at Scarborough. Actuially the
detective -sergeant eventually apprehended
the culprits in the Scarborough area, but
at the time the road traffic patrolman
stopped him he was asked for his license.
his number, and all the particulars I would
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have been asked for had I been appre-
hended on the road. This police officer
had a difficult job to extricate himself
from the situation. Instead of the road
Patrolman escorting him to his destina-
tion, as I said, he went to the trouble of
obtaining all the detective's particulars
before he allowed him to proceed on his
way.

Furthermore, resentment is growing
among many members of the public
against the Road Traffic Authority, and
this is not doing the Police Force any
good, either, because on many occasions
the Police rely on the public for informa.-
tion concerning breaches of our laws, such
as the offence of breaking and entering.
Lately It has been found that the public
are not co-operating in this respect and
this is causing some concern among police
officers. This can be substantiated if the
Minister cares to make some inquiries. I
would be only too happy to supply the in-
formation.

Whilst he was overseas I am sure the
Minister did not see any radar traps, and
who wants to see them? The sooner we get
rid of them the better. I would not drive
my car beyond the limit laid down int the
various speed zones, but if I were swerving
all over the road in my vehicle it would be
the job of the road patrolman to poull me
UP. If the road patrolmen wish to appre-
hend these people they should be appre-
hended in the correct manner and that is
on the road.

Also, in dealing with the question of
drunken drivers, the road patrolmen
should not wait until a. person gets on the
road before they apprehend him. They
should wait in the car park outside the
licensed premises and if they see a person
coining out of the hotel whom they con-
sider to be under the influence of liquor
they should take his car keys from him
and not wait until he gets on the road be-
fore they apprehend him. We have to get
down to fostering better public relations
than we have now, because the public will
not co-operate with the Road Traffic Auth-
ority unless a better approach is made by
the authority itself.

Another point I want to mention is that
the police union should not take action
against the Sunday independent because
that paper has published articles criticis-
ing its members. In a letter circularised
among all policemen the union asked
Its members not to buy goods adver-
Uised in the Sundal; Independent. Surely
this will not improve relations between
members of the Police Force and the
public. Surely the wives of policemen
have friends who work in those shops
that advertise In the Sunday Independent.
Whether we like that newspaper is an-
other matter altogether. This is the sort
of action that gets the backs of people up
against the police and the Road Traffic
Authority, and that is not what we want.

I am sure that we in Western Australia
would want the Road Traffic Authority to
be respected by everybody. If the mem-
bers of that authority adopt this "holler
than thou" attitude they will not get any
respect from members of the general pub-
lic. Therefore I would suggest to the Min-
ister to abolish radar traps, and I also
express the hope that he will never intro-
duce the new super computer the police are'
seeking, because if it were introduced to
this State I am sure that would be the end
of good public relations between the police
and members of the general public.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 Va.

MR J. T. TONKIN (Melville-Leader
of the Opposition) 17.30 p.m.]: In connec-
tion with Part 6, 1 have two matters I
wish to raise, but in view of the desire
generally to terminate the session today
If possible, I shall make my remarks as
brief as I possibly can.

The first item is that within the last
few days I read what I thought was a very
well reasoned and logical article by a judge
who very much doubted the wisdom of
having police blitzes in connection with
traffic. I have often thought about this
myself and wondered whether, In the long
term, they do any good at all.

I read the article twice to see 'whether
I could detect any errors In the reason-
Ing, but I could not. I feet that this is
a matter which the Minister and the de-
partment might very well closely consider
because the article seemed to me to con-
tain a lot of common sense.

The other matter to which I wish to
refer concerns the death of a young lad,
15 years of age, in a traffic accident. He
was in a vehicle which was completely
unroadworthy; the brakes Would not
operate at all. I asked some questions in
the House about this and the Minister was
reported as having said-

There is no firm evidence that
vehicle inspection schemes reduce
road accidents to any major extent.

That puzzled me because last year 538
vehicles were ordered off the road. If
inspecting them does not yield anything
of value, why have them Inspected and
ordered off the road? Why not let them
stay on the road?

The Minister has changed his mind
about this because in April, 1973, when he
was dealing with the question of vehicle
inspections, he is reported as follows, on
page '739 of Ilanard of Thursday, the 5th
April-

I have been looking into this matter
not only in recent weeks but over a
long period, and I support compulsory
vehicle inspection because statistics
throughout the world have proved that
it reduces the toll on the road.

What has happened to statistics In the
meantime? If in 1973, the Minister, after
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a long examination of this question, de-
cided that he should support vehicle in-
spection and gave as justification for his
attitude the fact that statistics through-
out the world have proved it reduces the
road toll, how does it come about that
within recent days he was able to say that
there is no firm evidence that vehicle
inspection schemes reduced road accidents
to any major extent? That is not good
enough.

In the case of this young lad who died.
the vehicle had not been safety checked
before it was sold by a dealer, and there
had been complete brake failure. It seems
to me that the Minister's former idea was
the correct one; that is, that vehicle in-
spection Is worth while. It seems to me
to be only common sense. If used-car
dealers do not have to check the vehicles
they sell, they will sell any car in stack
and leave the buyer to put up with the
consequences. Therefore there should be
some form of vehicle inspection which
would prevent the sale of the vehicle unless
it was accompanied by a certificate to saY
It had been safety checked.

Mr O'Connor: Would you say this should
be annually or when a vehicle changed
hands?

Mr J. T. TONKIN: I am not sufficiently
skilled to be in a position to express an
opinion on that; but I do believe that no
vehicle which has been passed into a dealer
should be sold to anyone without the
dealer first being able to say that the
vehicle had been safety checked, and pro-
duce a certificate to that effect. The cer-
tificate should also stipulate the date on
which the vehicle was inspected and it
should again be inspected within what ex-
perts would regard as a reasonable time.
If this is not done, there will be a repeti-
tion of fatal accidents as a result of the
unroadworthiness of vehicles, Unroad-
worthy vehicles will be sold and accidents
will occur.

I draw the attention of the Minister to
the very serious conflict between the two
opinions expressed, because In the first
instance he said that world statistics de-
monstrated that vehicle inspection was
worth while, and he followed that up re-
cently by saying there was no evidence
that it was of any value at all.

Mr O'Connor: I did not say that it was
of no value at all. What you quoted was
what I said.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: The Minister said
that there is no firm evidence that vehicle
inspection teams reduced road accidents
to any major extent.

Mr O'Connor: That is correct.
Mr J. T. TONKIN: Previously the Min-

ister said that statistics throughout the
world have proved that vehicle inspection
reduces the toll on the road. That con-
flict has to be resolved, and my purpose
in rising on this part is to draw attention
to this because I1 firmly believe that it is
only common sense that if there is some

system of checking vehicles for safety then
that must make a worth-while contribution
towards a reduction of the toll on the road,
and I know that is the Minister's objective.

MVIR MOILER (Mundaring) [7.38 p.m.]: I
wish to raise an issue concerning the Road
Traffic Authority. When the legislation
to establish the authority was introduced
into this Chamber those on this side clearly
demonstrated that the local authorities
throughout Western Australia which had
strongly opposed the police takeover of
traffic under the previous Tonkin Gov-
ernment were prepared to abandon that
policy and go along with the policy of
the present Government. This is in keep-
ing with the attitude of local government
throughout Western Australia; that is. one
of support of the Liberals. Now, of course,
we have police control of traffic in Western
Australia.

It has been demonstrated by answers
to questions asked by the member for
Canning and me that there are on the
RTA representatives of local government
and they are there for no other reason
than as a sop. They are Paid represen-
tatives of local government to support the
Government on the authority.

Mr Rushton: That is not true.
Mr O'Connor: In what way is a sop

being paid?
Mr MOILE.R: Because the Government

established an authority comprising seven
people, three of whom in some way re-
Present local government throughout
Western Australia. There is a represen-
tative of cities or towns, a representative
of the Local Government Association, and
a representative of the Country Shire
Councils' Association.

The member for Canning asked some
questions which established that since
March, this year, the authority has held
nine meetings attended by these three re-
presentatives. The average meeting time
has been four hours. The shortest meet-
ing was for 2 hours 45 minutes and the
longest was for 6 hours. The cost for the
three local government representatives
alone was some $2 468 which is made up
of a charge of $45 per meeting per re-
presentative plus $1 388 for expenses, these
being fees, mileage allowances, and hotel
expenses. What was the purpose of this
expenditure? Absolutely nothing of any
benefit. It was merely a payment to these
Ineople so that the authority would have
the support of those representing local
government throughout Western Australia.

It has Cost the State $10 an hour for
each of these members for these and other
meetings. All meetings except the first
one, which was held In the Minister's
office from 10.00 a.m. to 12.45 p.m. on
the 4th March this year, have been held
at 22 Mount Street; Yet we have an expen-
diture for fares, mileage allowances, and
hotel expenses, which would account for

4588



(Thursday, 13 November, 1975]358

something like $11 an hour for these rep-
resentatives of local government.

I would like the, Minister to explain what
they have contributed to road traffic im-
provement throughout the State. The
Government is obviously obliged to make
some pretence of having local government
representatives on the ETA and it paid
these people some money so that it would
have support on the authority.

I have before mue the annual report for
1974-75 of the Local Government Associa-
tion and under a heading "Road Traffic
Authority" Councillor D. R. Lamont, in
referring to the ETA, is reported as to)i-
lows-

The Authority is having "teething
troubles" in minor forms, only to be
expected in a transition from a numi-
ber of separate authorities to one
organisation. However, local govern-
ment representation upon the Auth-
ority has strongly assisted in ironing
out these irregularities.

I would like the Minister to let us know
what benefit these three representatives
have been to the ETA within Western
Australia since the authority has been
operating.

In my belief there would have been little
advantage. It was nothing more than a
political move. These representatives are
being paid an inappropriate sum for their
Support of this authority. When we were
in government we indicated quite clearly
that road traffic should bc a responsibility
of the police. At the present time it is a
responsibility of the police. Having local
authority representatives on the Road
'Taffic. Authority up to this point has cost
the State $2 500. They have met monthly
for an average of four hours--a junket
every month which has cast the State
something like $90 a meeting for each of
those members so that the Government
will be able to curry some support from
these representatives. I think it is dis-
graceful. I see no good reason that this
should continue.

MR TAYLOR (Cockburn) [7.48 p.m.]:
The first matter I want to mention re-
lates to a traffic problem at the Junction
of Stock Road and Rockingham Road.
Stock Road is a new major thoroughfare
In the Rwinana industrial area. Rocking-
ham Road runs parallel to it three chains
away and takes a sharp left-hand turn
into the Junction. A number of near
accidents have occurred there-involving
motorists going In both directions--be-
cause of lack of visibility. The problem
is that high grass, namely "wild oats", is
growing on the embankment. The matter
has been reported and nothing has hap-
pened. I ask the Minister to look at it.
This Junction is the major thoroughfare
for all traffic, particularly heavy traffic,
between the south-west and the metropoli-
tan area.

The second matter involves the same
intersection where it appears a makeshift
junction has been established. The en-
gineering does not seem to be good. MY
understanding is that at least three cars
in recent months have failed to take the
turn into Stock Road when travelling
south down Rockingham Road. They
have Passed over the junction and gone
into the sand on the other side, taking
sign posts with them.

Thirdly, just past the junction itself
a number of properties have been blocked
off. The last property has very limited
access. It is a market garden. Trucks
bringing in fertiliser have become bogged.
The market gardener has developed a
large U so that the trucks can get out,
and he has thus lost market garden space.
The matter has been reported but noth-
ing has happened. The fourth property
has virtually lost Its whole frontage be-
cause of the embankment. I would ap-
preciate the Main Roads Department hav-
Ing a look at It and I would like to be
present.

Mr O'Connor: Could you give me a note
on this?

Mr TAYLOR: I would like the Minister
to take it up on the basis of the Hasar~d
report.

The next matter I want to mention re-
lates to the MIT fare structure. I ask
the Minister to have a look at this mat-
ter to see if he can overcome an injustice
to people living around the metropolitan
area. The members for Toodyay, Dale.
Darling Range, and Mundaring will be
interested in this.

On the map setting out the new fare
structure of the MTT, which allows con-
tinuous travel within certain areas for
certain fares, an arbitrary line has been
drawn 30 kilomnetres from the GPO, out-
side which one must pay an additional
15c. Within that area the fare is 30c.
One can travel from Armadale to Perth.
to Fremantle, and dawn to the Kwinana
industrial area for 30c. The bulk of the
people can go anywhere In the metropoli-
tan area for 30c.

However, a small group of people are re-
quired to pay 45c for travel to and from
their work. For example, to the north
there is a small section at Yanchep. in
answer to a question I was advised that
while there are three services a week
from Yanohep. two passengers a day
travel on It and they are required to pay
45c.

Mr Blalkie: It Is pretty cheap.
Mr TAYLOR: It is cheap enough in

terms of the overall distance, but those
People outside that area who have to use
the bus can perhaps afford it least. They
are most likely to be young people going to
work and students going to technical col-
lege or university who do not have motor-
Cars. Two people get the bus from Yan-
chep each day and their fare is 45c,
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Mr O'Connor: You are putting up a
case for those outside the metropolitan
area.

Mr
metre
work
-the

TAYLOR; I am not. The 30 kilo-
arbitrary line encompasses all the

places within the metropolitan area
Midland Workshops and all the

major employment places within the
Perth and Fremantle areas. Very few
people outside this area use the buses-
two a day from Yanchep, four a day from
Karragullen. 11 a day from Jarrahdale,
51 a day from flullsbrook, 56 a day from
Sawyers Valley, and 54 a day from Chid-
low, a total of 178 People.

Mr May; How many are in the coun-
try?

Mr TAYLOR: All these people are con-
sidered to be in the country, but certainly
people in my own area, which is con-
sidered to be metropolitan, are paying 45c.
If the Minister looks at it I think he will
see there is some basis for my argument.
If these people were allowed to travel for
30c the cost to the MTT would be $12 500
a year. I believe more people would use
those buses-for example, even four pas-
sengers a day from Yanchep would re-
cover the loss in revenue on that route-
and It could attract people to the metro-
politan buses rather than the use of motor-
cars.

Out of 1 000 passengers within the 30
kilometre radius, 999 will pay 30c for a
ticket and the other one in the 1 000 on
the perimeter of the metropolitan area
will pay 45c. This seems iniquitous. The
arbitrary line designating the fares finishes
at Medina. It stops just prior to the
houses, and I cannot help feeling this has
been done deliberately by the MT=I.

It Is from Medina and Rockingham that
the largest number of people outside the
arbitrary circle travel to the metropolitan
area. These people are In the metropoli-
tan area as voters but they are in the
country In terms of the fare structure.
All other sections of the metropolitan
area look to Perth as their centre and
that is why the fare structure operates
from Perth. But the centre for Rocking-
ham and Kwinana Is Fremantle; that is
where the bulk of the work force goes.

I have the figures from the MIT, which
indicate that of 240 people who travel
from Ewinana, to destinations within the
circle, only 38 go to Perth. The great bulk
of them go to Fremantle only. They travel
shorter distances than most other people
going to the metropolitan area, yet they
have to pay 45c for a matter of one extra
mile. Of 229 people who travel from
Rockingham to Fremantle, 66 go on to
Perth. Of 240 People who travel from
Ewinana to Fremantle. 48 go on to Perth.
The total number of passengers is there-
fore 470, yet, as I Indicated during debate
on the Education Estimates, 400 people

from that area are registered for technical
education.

So 409 students go from that area to
Fremantle each day-approximately the
same number of People who daily travel
by bus to Fremantle. I agree that a cer-
tain number of students travel by car, but
the numbers roughly balance out, and one
must assume that a fair proportion are
young people going to the technical school
at Fremnantle. Others who do not travel
by car are paying 45c to travel to their
logical centre, whereas People in all other
parts of the metropolitan area are paying
30c to travel longer distances to their
logical centre.

The cost to allow 3Cc-travel over the
whole metropolitan area-allowing for full
fares-would be $35 000 for a year. I
make the Point that there could be savings,
in that extra numbers of people would be
travelling because of a reduction from 45c
to 30c; in other words, a return fare of
60c instead of S0c.

In any case, a loss of $35 000 is not too
much when we have a turnover in fares
of $16 million a year.

The final point In this regard is that
the People who travel from Bullsbrook,
Yanchep. Chidlow, Sawyers Valley, Medina,
and Rockingham should be encouraged to
use the buses, because many would now
use their cars for long Journeys and so
clutter up the central business districts,
I would like the Minister to have a look
at it. There could be some real economy
in providing a one-ticket structure over
the whole system, instead of the two
tickets which now apply.

The second part of this matter relates
to the tickets which can be used con-
tinuously during a two-hour period. It is
suggested even in the publication of the
MTT that this is enough time for people,
including elderly people, to do their shop-
ping, hop on the bus, and get a free ride
home.

I suggest that is not so: that two hours
is not long enough. Again, unfortunately,
this militates against those people In the
outer fringe of the metropolitan area who
have to travel for at least 30 to 45 minutes
to get from Bullsbrook or Chidlow to
Midland, or from Gooseberry Hill and Kai-
amunda, etc.: and by the time they get off
the bus and go to the shopping centre it is
almost Physically impossible for them to
do their shopping and get back to the bus
within two hours.

There are reasons, perhaps, for the two-
hour limit. One would be to ensure that
the buses are clear for the heavy after-
noon load, but I am sure It would be pos-
sible to allow three hours in the morning
for these people to do their shopping.
This would not create any worries for the
MIr=, because the driver would be re-
quired to examine the time stamped on
the ticket anyway, to see that it is within
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the two-hour limit. It would require only
a regulation stipulating that the three-
hour limit should apply up to the lunch
hour.

I believe there would be no loss to the
M'IT if it were done in this way, and it
would be to the advantage of those people
concerned in that they would have a little
extra time to do their shopping and to
carry their groceries back to the bus at a
more leisurely pace.

Mr Chairman, as your area is also in-
volved I am sure you would agree with
me that a great imposition is placed upon
the very small number of passengers out-
side this arbitrary ring that has been es-
tablished, and that these are the people
who deserve the most assistance. Also,
there could be greater efficiency if the
fare structure were reviewed.

MR O'CONNOR (Mt. Lawley-Minister
for Police) [8.02 p.m.J: I wish to comment
briefly on the points made by members
on this part. The member for Collie made
a comment in respect of the overtime
worked by the police. I agree the figure
he quoted is accurate; that is, that some-
thing like $240 000 was paid out in over-
time. However, this has contributed to a
reduction in the road toll, and I do not
think the figure is excessive if it is :re-
sponsible for saving lives.

Mr T. H. Jones: We would be happy
if you spent that sum down our way.

Mr O'CONNOR: I am sure the member
for Collie would be happy if It went to-
wards saving lives. He also made a point
regarding the number of drivers stopped
by patrolmen. He mentioned 61 000 per-
sons being stopped, and 23 000 cautions
being issued. I think this is good because
If people are given cautions they are liable
to drive more carefully. I hope In future,
instead of fining people, cautions will be
issued to a larger degree than they are at
the moment. we do not want to take
more people to court if we can avoid it.
I have asked the Police Department and
the Road Traffic Authority to give consid-
eration to this matter; I think cautions
should be issued for minor breaches.

Mr Bateman: As long as they are not
-spot checks.

Mr O'CONNOR: I think the member for
Collie made constructive criticism in this
respect. He referred to the use of heli-
copters, and I believe there is merit in this
not only in respect of spotting stolen
cars, etc., but also because they could
even be used as ambulances in the case
of a bad traffic accident, and would save
the time a road ambulance requires to get
through heavy traffic. I will keep this in
mind. Again, money is the thing that is
holding us back.

Mr T. H. Jones: Surely we could afford
one for the State.

Mr O'CONNOR: I would not mind if we
could, and I will see if I can impress this
upon the Treasurer when the next Bud-
get is being prepared.

on the matter of the transport industry,
this is being looked at by the Director-
General of Transport in the study which
is being made at the Moment.

The member for Canning was a little up-
set about the use of radar traps. One point
that amused me was that he said law-abid-
ing citizens were being picked up. However,
it is only when they breach the law that
they are picked up.

Mr Batemnan: I did not say they were
law-abiding citizens,

Mr O'CONNOR: No, I am sorry; It was
in the letter he quoted.

Mr Bateman: The person who said that
is a doctor and the most senior psychia-
trist in Western Australia at the moment.

Mr O'CONNOR: I think the member
Would admit it is not quite right to say
that.

Mr Bateman: Hut they are law-abiding
citizens; they do not smash windows or
thieve.

Mr O'CONNOR: I do not want to argue
about this. I merely wish to go briefly
through the points raised. We have issued
instructions that traffic patrolmen should
spend 80 per cent of their time on the road.

Mr Bateman: And you will get more
credibility from the public if you do that.

Mr O'CONNOR: Instructions have al-
ready been issued in this regard.

Mr Bateman: That is music to my ears.
Mr O'CONNOR: I thank the member for

Swan for his comments about last night.
I am pleased to hear that he did enjoy the
function at the WAGR Midland Work-
shops.

The Leader of the Opposition referred
to Judges, and I am quite happy to
consider the point. I would like to look at
the article because I did not see It, and If
he would make it available to me I will
take it up with the Police Department. He
also referred to vehicle checks, and X must
admit that for a number of years I have
Pursued this matter. I made a statement
that vehicle checks save lives on the road,
and that is correct. However, the depart-
ment has evidence that money spent In
other areas is of greater benefit and saves
more lives, and that Is why we have not
put the system Into effect so far. However,
It is under constant consideration.

The member for MundarIng referred to
shires selling out In connection with the
Road Traffic Authority. I do not agree with
his comments, and I think if I spoke for
half an hour we still would not agree. I
feel we must agree to disagree.

In connection with the remarks made by
the member for Cockburfi, I will examine
the points he put forward In respect of
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bus travel. I believe we have not only the
cheapest fares in the country, but also the
beat running system.

Mr Taylor: I agree; that was not ques-
tioned.

Mr O'CONNOR: I appreciate that. With
the deficit we have at this stage it is very
difficult to consider reducing fares in any
particular area. As a matter of fact, re-
cently a6 study was held in Germany. The
authorities there gave 10 000 people in a
particular area free transport to work,
and they found it did not increase the num-
ber using public transport by 5 per cent.

Mr Taylor: But $35 000 in a fare strue-
ture of $8 million Is not a large amount.
and it would help these people tremend-
ously.

Mr O'CONNOR: I think I have covered
briefly the points made. if members wish
to raise other points I will be quite happy
to assist them.

Votes: Police, $23 846 000; Road Traffic
Authority, $12 323 000--put and passed.

Schedules A to E put and passed.
Clauses 1 to 4 put and passed.
Title put and passed.

Report
Bill reported, without amendment, and

the report adopted.

State Trading Concerns Estimates:
In Committee

The Chairman of Committees (Mr
Thompson) in the Chair; Sir Charles
Court (Treasurer) in charge of the Bill.

Vote: State Engineering Works, $4 518 000
-put and passed.

Vote: The West Australian Meat Export
Works, $10 253 000-

Mr TAYLOR: I have one comment,
which the Minister could answer by way
of interjection if he likes. I ask whether
he was impressed with the work force at
the West Australian Meat Export Works
the other day when he opened the new
section at 2Robb Jetty. I thought It was
an excellent performance; the work force
were hard at it. I think the Minister for
Agriculture will agree that while there
was not very much smell, the area is not
a very pleasant one In which to work.
These people work long hours; that is,
eight hours standing against a chain. They
have no great security in their work, and
there is a fluctuation in the arrival of the
beasts they slaughter. This causes some
problems in ternms of employment.

I would remind the Minister bricfly that
I felt quite proud of these men on that
occasion, and I felt he may in future give
greater thought to considering them as
people worthy of a vote equal to that given
to the people who provide the beasts these
men slaughter.

Vote put and passed.

Report
Resolution reported and the report

adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by Sir

Charlcs Court (Treasurer), and transmit-
ted to the Council.

CONSTITUTION ACTS AMENDM4ENT
BILL (No. 3)

Second Reading
Debate resumed from the 1st October.
MR. O'NEIL (East Melville-Minister

for Works) ia.i5 p.m.]: This Bill purports
to remove the legislative bar for a min-
ister of religion to become a member of
the State Parliament, and we support it.

MR BERTRAM (Mt. Hawthorn) [8.16
p.m.): I thank the Minister for his sup-
port of the Bill, and once again commend
it to members.

Question put.
The SPEAKER: To be carried, this

motion requires an absolute majority. I
have counted the House; and, there being
no dissentient voice, I declare the question
carried.

Question thus passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Tftird Reading
MR BERTRAM (Mt. Hawthorn) (8.17

p~m.): I move-
That the Bill be now read a third

time.
Question put.
The SPEAKER:, Once again, to be car-

ried this motion requires an absolute
majority. I have counted the House:
and, there being no dissentient voice, I
declare the question carried.

Question thus passed.
Bill read a third time and transmitted

to the Council.

QUESTIONS (27): ON NOTICE

1. DEPARTMENT OF INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT

Functions
Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
for Industrial Development:
(1) Under what Act of Parliament has

the Department of Industrial
Development been established?

(2) Which Act of Parliament deter-
mines the department's func-
tions?
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(3) (a) Does the department pro-
duce an annual report;

(b) if so. are copies made avail-
able to the State Library;

(c) is the department required to
produce an annual report by
any Statute?

(4) (a) Is the planning and co-ordi-
nating authority a statutory
body;

(b) if so. under what Act has It
been established;

(c) which Government depart-
ment services this authority;

(d) who appoints members of
the authority;

(e) who are the authority's pres-
ent members and what Inter-
ests do they represent;

(f) what are the authority's func-
tions and terms of reference;

(g) to whom is the authority re-
sponsible;

Ch) does it produce an annual re-
port in Its own right or Is this
included as part of the De-
partment of Industrial Devel-
opment's annual report?

MENSABOS replied:
No one specific Act authorises the
establishment of the Department
of Industrial Development. The
department administers the Acts
set out in the Government Gazette
of 20th June, 1975, plus the Mine-
ral Sands (Western Titanium)
Agreement and Mineral Sands
(Allied Eneabba) Agreement Bills.

(2) Answered by (1).
(3) (a) No.

Cb) Answered by (a).
(c) No.

(4) (a) No.
(b)
(c)

(d)
(e)

Answered by (a).
Department of
Development.

2.

Industrial

Cabinet.
Mr E. R. Gorham (Chair-
man), Co-ordinator, Depart-
ment of Industrial Develop-
ment; Mr T. A. O'Brien, Sec-
retary, Department of North-
ern Australia;
Mr E. N. Fitzpatrick, Director
of Agriculture;
Mr R. M. Hillman, Director of
Engineering, Public Works
Department;
Dr B. J. O'Brien, Director of
Conservation and Environ-
ment;
Mr B. Mt. Rogers. Under-Sec-
retary for Mines;
Mr D. H. Aitken, Commis-
sioner of Main Roads;

Mr,
(1)

Alan

Dr I. D. Can, Commissioner.
Town Planning Department;
Mr L. E. S. Mccarrey. Under-
Treasurer;
Mr J. F. Morgan, Surveyor-
General;
Mr R. B. McKenzie, General
Manager, State Housing Com-
mission;
Mr J. B. Kirkwood, Commis-
sioner, State Energy Commis-
sion.

WD (i) Assess natural resources
and their potential dev-
elopment;

(ii seek out and examine
projects which lend them-
selves to development at
State and/or Common-
wealth levels.

(Ili) co-ordinate and imple-
ment the construction of
approved projects which
involve in a major way
the activities of a number
of Government depart-
ments;

(Qv) co-ordinate and advise
the Minister on the broad
engineering aspects of in-
dustrial development in
the North-West region.

(g) The Minister for Industrial
Development.

(hI) No. Refer (3) (a).

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT
Zone Development Committees:

Functions
Mr A. Rt. TONKIN. to the Minister for
Industrial Development:
(1) What are the functions and terms

of reference of zone development
committees?

(2) What statutory provisions speci-
fically relate to their establishment
and operation?

(3) What is the maximum Dumber of
members for these committees.
who appoints them, for what
terms, and how are members
selected?

(4) Would he table the following de-
tails in relation to each zone
development committee-
(a) name:
(b) districts represented;
(c) names of members and chair-

man and their special inter-
ests which qualified their
selection;

(d) number of meetings during
the 1973-74 financial year?

(5) What is the nature of any ser-
vicing of these committees by the
Department of Industrial Devel-
opment?
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(6) What expenditure was made on
zone development committees by
the department during 1973-74?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) The terms of reference and con-

stitution are set out on papers
hereby tabled.

(2) There are none.
(3) Answer to (1) refers.
(4) It will take some time to assemble

the information and this will be
communicated to the Member as
soon as possible.

(5) The Department of Industrial
Development provides administra-
tive services.

(6) $4 697.80.
The paper was tabled (see paper No.
579.)

3. TOWN PLANNING
Committees Outside Metropolitan Area:

Functions
Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for
Urban Development and Town Plan-
ning:
(1) Are there any region, sub-region,

zone or district planning commit-
tees established outside of the
Perth Metropolitan Region?

(2) If so, would he table the following
details in regard to each commit-
tee-
(a) name;
(b) local authority districts cov-

ered;
(c) names of members and chair-

man, and their special inter-
ests which qualified their
selection;

(d) number of meetings during
the 1973-74 financial year?

(3) What are the general functions
and terms of reference of such
committees?

(4) What statutory provisions spedt-
fically relate to their establish-
ment and operation?

(5) What Is the nature of any servic-
Ing of these committees by the
Town Planning Department?

(6) What expenditure was made on
these committees by the Town
Planning Department during
1973-74?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) (1) (a) Geraldton Regional Plan-

ning Committee (formerly
Regional Planning Com-
mittee);

(b) Town of Geraldton,
Shire of Greenough,
Shire of Chapman Valley,
Shire of Irwin:

(c) 2 representatives from
each local authority;
1 representative each
from Town Planning De-
partment, Public Works
Department, State Eaec-
tricity Commission, Main
Roads Department, Lands
and Surveys Department,
Harbour and Rivers (Port
Authority), Department
of Industrial Develop-
ment, Western Australian
Government Railways;
others may be co-opted:
Chairman, the Mayor of
Geraldton;

(d) Pour;
(2) (a> Peel Sub-Region Advisory

Planning Committee;
(b) Shire of Mandurab,

Shire of Murray.
Shire of Waroona;

(c) 3 representatives from
each local authority;
1 representative from
Town Planning Depart-
ment, Public Works De-
partinent, Main Roads
Department;
others may be co-opted;
Chairman from a local
authority by periodic ro-
tation;

(d) four;
(3) (a) Bunbury Regional Advis-

ory Planning Committee:
(b) Town of Bunbury,

Shire of Capel,
Shire of DardanuP,
Shire of Harvey:

(c) 3 representatives from
each local authority;
1 representative from
Main Roads Department.
Town Planning Depart-
ment, Lands and Surveys
Department, Public Works
Department. State Elec-
tricity Commission. De-
partment of Industrial
Development;
others may be co-opted;
Chairman, the Mayor of
Bunbury;

(d) two;
(4) (a) Albany Region Advisory

Planning Committee;
(b)l Town of Albany.

Shire of Albany;
(c) representatives from each

local authority:
1 representative from
Town Planning Depart-
ment, Main Roads De-
partment, Public Works
Department. Western
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Australian Government
Railways, Department of
Industrial Development,
Albany Port Authority;
others may be co-opted;
Chairman, the Mayor Of
Albany;

(d) two;
(5) (a) Esperance Regional Ad-

visory Planning Commit-
wee;

(b) Shire of Esperance
Shire of Dundas;

(c) 3 representatives from
each local authority;
1 representative from
Town Planning Depart-
ment, Western Australian
Government Railways,
Main Roads Department,
Public Works Depart-
ment, Department of
Fisheries and Wildlife,
Lands and Surveys De-
partmsent, Port Authority;
others may be co-opted;.
Chairman, President of
the Shire of Esperance;

(d) two;
(6) (a) Carnarvon Sub Regional

Planning Committee;
(b) Shire of Carnarvon;
(c) A representative of the

local authority, 1 repre-
sentative from Town
Planning Department.
Public Works Depart-
ment, Department of
Fisheries and Wildlife,
Main Roads Department,
Lands and Surveys De-
partment, Department of
Industrial Development;
others may be co-opted;
Chairman, the Shire
President;

(d) none;
(3) To prepare and update advisory

plans covering areas around grow-
ing towns, particularly where the
interests of several authorities or
departments are affected. To dis-
cuss matters of common interest.

(4)
(5)

None.
The attendance of officers when
required. In some instances the
preparation and circulation of
minutes. The occasional prepara-
tion of maps and reports as re-
quired.

4. ENVIRONMJENTAL PROTECTION
Peel inlet Study

Mr SHALDERS. to the Minister for
Conservation and the Environment:
(I) When Is it anticipated that a study

of the Peel Inlet will commence?
(2) What is the purpose of such study?
(3) How long will the proposed study

take to complete?
(4) What is the anticipated cost of

the study and what proportion of
this cost has been budgeted for In
1975-76?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
(1)
(2)

Probably first half of 1978.
The details of the proposed re-
search are still being formulated
at present.
In general terms it will be aimed
at--

(a) control of weed problem,
(b) possible effects of further

development on river and
estuarine systems and sur-
'rounds.

(3) Difficult to estimate, but not less
than three years. In the mean-
time, it is expected that "cosmetic"
clearing of rotting weed will con-
tinue in some areas.

(4) The final cost will be estimated
when the details of the research
are finalised.

5. AUSTRALIAN WINE LICENSE
Conditions and Premises

Mr SE-ALDERS, to the Minister iep-
resenting the Minister for Justice:
(1) How many Premises Ii Western

Australia are licensed to sell under
an Australian Wine License?

(2) What alcoholic drinks may be sold
In such premilses?

(3) is the sale of-
(a) non-alcolohic dnnks;
(b) other Items commnl sold In

hotels,
restricted in any way?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
(1)
(2)

(6) The salaries and travel allowances
of the officers involved in this
work. Stationery, typing and
drafting services. These items can-
not be abstracted from general
departmental expenditure.

20. 14 metropolitan; 6 country.
Wine made In a State of the Com-
monwealth from fruit grown in
the Commonwealth. Wine includes
cider, mead, cyser and Perry, but
does not include any liquor con-
taining more than 35 per centumn
of proof spirit.

(3) No,
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EDUCATION
Recess Supervision, and Youth

Education Officers
Mr SRLAWERS, to the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Education:
(1) (a) Is it the duty of a school Prin-

cipal to arrange supervision
of students or pupils during
school lunch and recess
periods, and if so. to what
extent;

(b) for what purpose I- such
supervison arranged?

(2) (a) Can the Minister advise how
many additional youth educa-
tion officer appointments are
likely to be made in 1976;

(b) will a Youth education officer
be appointed to the Pinjarra
Senior High School in 1976?

Mr ORAYDEN replied:
(1) (a) Yes. No extent Is defined

other than "proper super-
vision".

(b) To secure good conduct and
the safety of pupils.

(2) (a) Fourteen new youth educa-
tion officers are being ap-
pointed in 1976. Six of these
are to replace present staff
and eight schools will be
staffed for the first time.

(b) No.
An application has been re-
ceived from the school prin-
cipa but no suitable Youth
Education Officer is available
for PinJarra.

EDUCATION
Diploma of Agriculture

Mr COWAN, to the MInister repre-
senting the Minister for Education:
(1) Will agricultural schools continue

the practice of awarding a diploma
of agriculture to graduate students
in the 1976 school year?

(2) If so, are these diplomas recog-
nised by the tertiary entrance
board Inasmuch that students
holding a diploma of agriculture
may continue their education at
a tertiary level?

(3) What are the subjects offered by
agricultural schools?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1) and (2) Awards such as diploma,

associateship and degree have
special significance and are award-
ed only by certain types of In-
stitutions in accordance with de-
fined standards.
Agricultural schools cannot award
diplomas within the policies of
the Commonwealth Committee
which reviews such matters.

8.

9.

It is therefore the practice f or
agricultural schools to award cer-
tificates at the completion of the
course.
Such certificates are not recog-
nised for admission to tertiary
education but discussions are at
present being held for the Board
of Secondary Education to issue
in 1976, a Leaving Certificate
which will be recognised.

(3) Animal husbandry
Crops and Pastures
Economies and Management
Workshop practice
Farm practice
English,

EDUCATION
Perth Chamber of Commerce:

Lectures and Films
Mr T. 11) EVANS, to the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Education:

When may I expect a reply to my
letter dated 24th July. 1975 ad-
dressed to the Minister for Edu-
cation concerning lectures and
films delivered to schools by the
Perth Chamber of Commerce (my
said letter was acknowledged as
having been received on 25th July.
1975)?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
A reply will be available within
the coming week.

TRANSPORT
Sawn Timber

Mr H. D, EVANS, to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) Is an Investigation into transport

problems in the south-west beinig
carried out, and if so by whom
and when will the report on this
matter be available for consider-
ation?

(2) (a) What Is the maximum length
of sawn timber which may be
carried by mmU owners on
their own trucks from the
south-west to the metropoli-
tan area:

(b) is It proposed to alter the
minimum length which mill
owners may carry, and if so,
what are the details of any
such changes and from when
will they apply?

Mr O'CONIJOR replied:
(1) If the member refers to Liberal

Policy 19 74-77 he will find the
following:
"Overall we Intend to undertake
a far reaching study of transport
alternatives for Western Austra-
lians in the future."
In pursuit of this Policy commit-
ment the Government has in-

structed the Director- General of

4596



[T'hursday, 13 November, 1975) 59

Transport, the Commissioner of
Main Roads, the Comissioner of
Transport, the Commissioner of
Railways, the Co-ordinator De-
partment of Industrial Develop-
ment and the Under-Treasurer to
undertake the necessary work. The
study, known as the southern
western Australian transport
study, Is being carried out by their
own staff. Initial work has com-
menced. We expect results to be
available late in 1976 or early
1971. These may take the form
of recommendations for changes
to transport policy south of the
26th parallel.

(2) (a) The maximum length is
governed by the overall length
of the transporting vehicle
and its load, L~e.

maximum length of a rigid
truck and Its load-li
metres.
Maximum length of an ar-
ticulated vehicle and its
load-5.3 metres.
If the length of individual
timbers on an articulated
vehicle cannot be reduced
to 15.3 metres, an over-
length permit can be issued
to a maximum of 22 metres.
No overiength can be per-
mitted on a rigid truck.

(b) No, not at the present time.
However a recently completed
road vehicle limits study
sponsored by the National As-
sociation of Australian State
Road Authorities contains
certain recommendations on
increased lengths but this has
yet to be considered by the
authorities.

EDUCATION
Vacation Swimming Classes

Mr BLA]E, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Education:
(1) Would the Minister advise on the

policy of appointing instructors to
the vacation swimming classes?

(2) Is preference given to local resi-
dents suitably qualified in country
areas?

(3) Is there a minimum age restric-
tion for appointment, and If so,
would he indicate?

(4) is his department subject to pref-
erence to unionist requirements?

(5) What Is the number of personnel
Involved in-
(a) metropolitan;
(b) country areas?

(0) What is the estimated cost in the
1975-76 year?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1) It is customary to appoint per-

sonnel who have had previous
swimming experience in vacation
swimming classes or Education
Department school swimming
classes. Preference is given to
teachers, ex-teachers and teach-
ers' college students. Staff is also
obtained from University and
WAIT students and interested
qualified persons. Each Person
appointed must have the mini-
mum requirement set down by the
Education Department; viz, be a
bolder of the bronze medallion of
the Royal Life-Saving Society or
the Surf Life-Saving Association.

(2) First consideration is the welfare
of the students In the classes. It
is thus vital that the most suit-
able instructors be employed.
Every consideration would be
given to a local resident but pre-
ference in the unconditional sense
would not be extended.

(3) Minimum age is 18 years.
(4) No.
(5) In 1975-MetropolItan 812 staff.

Country 468 staff.
(6) $84 000.

11. MOTOR VEICLE LICENSES
Pensioner Concessions1

Mr T. H. JONES, to the Minister for
Traffc:

Will he advise the future policy
for the issue of Pensioner conces-
sional licenses and the basis of
qualifications?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
No change to current policy Con-
teinpiated where civilian pen-
sioners receive a free vehicle
license If the total income does
not exceed the State basic wage of
$48.50 per week, and a 50%
concession if total income does
not exceed the basic wage by more
than $6.00 per week.

12. WATER SUPPLIES
Mandurah: Connection to South Dandalup

Dam

Mr SHALDERS, to the Minister for
Water Supplies:
(1) Will he advise when it is antici-

pated that a commencement will
be made on the connection of the
Mandurab water supply to the
South Dandalup Dam supply?

(2) What portion of the work is to be
completed during the 1975-78
period?

(3) What is the anticipated cost of
the work to be completed in the
1975-76 period?
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(4) What is the nature and present
level of the sediment(s) in the
present supply which cause dis-
coloration, blocking of pipes and
formation of scale in hot water
appliances?

(5) What levels is it anticipated
sediment(s) will be reduced to
lowing the connection to
South Dandalup Dam Supply?

the
fol-
the

Mr O'NEIL replied:

(1) and (2) Work of a preliminary
nature only is scheduled for
1975/76 and this work is pro-
grammed to commence in March
1970. It Involves the construction
of an access track along the pipe
route with pipe deliveries
scheduled to commence in May
1976.

(3) $100000.

(4) Discoloration occurs at times due
to iron sediments which settle out
in periods of low usage and are
then flushed out when there is a
heavy draw on the supply.
The water is very hard and if con-
sumers do not put softeners on
their hot water supply, scaling and
eventual blocking of pipes can
occur due to some calcium car-
bonate coming out of solution
when the water is heated.
A typical analysis of the water
Is as follows:-

Total dissolved salts; 850 milli-
grams per litre.

Sodium chloride; 501 milli-
grams per litre.

Total hardness (calculated as
calcium carbonate); 385
milligrams per litre.

Calcium; 116 milligrams per
litre.

Magnesium: 23 milligrams per
lire.

Iron; 0.07 milligrams per litre.

(5) This Information is not readily
available: however, the quality of
supply will be similar to that In
the metropolitan area where hills
and bore water is mixed.

13. BLUEF POINT SCHOOL
Pre-Primary Centre

Mr CARR, to the Minister represent-
ing the Minister for Education:
(1) How many year one students at-

tend the Bluff Point Primary
School?

(2) How many year one students at-
tend St. Lawrence's School, Bluff
Point?

(3) Will the Minister give urgent con-
sideration to providing a pre-
primary centre at Bluff Point Pri-
mary School for the 1976 school
year?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1) 81 as at 1st August 1975.
(2) 47 as at 1st August 1975.
(3) Pme-primary centres have been

guaranteed for only those new
primary schools opening in 1976.
Consideration will be given to
establishing a pre-primary centre
at Bluff Point along with all other
primary schools when further
funds become available.

14. AUSTRALIAN FISHING
INDUSTRY COUNCIL
Financial Assistance

Mr CARR. to the Minister for Fish-
eries and Wildlife:
(1) What financial assistance is given

by the State Government to the
Australian Fishing Industry Coun-
cil?

(2) Are the new license fees used to
financially supply APWC?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
(1) Under Section 35 L (3) (d) of the

Fisheries Act the Government al-
located $36 800 to the Australian
Fishing Industry Council for
1975-76 from the fisheries re-
search and development fund.

(2) The new limited entry license fees
form part of the financial input
into the fisheries research and
development fund. On 24th
October, 1975, the Premier an-
nounced that as from the begin-
ning of the 1976-77 financial year
the Government would, at a rate
of $20 000 per year, meet from
consolidated revenue the salaries
of those research and development
staff, and the associated admin-
istrative expenditure, presently
being financed from the fisheries
research and development fund.
These costs are at Present absorb-
ing $84 000 per year of fund
money.

15. CARNARVON SCHOOL
Alterations and Additions

Mr LAURANCE, to the Minister re-
presenting the Minister for Education:

When Is it anticipated that work
will commence on the alterations
and additions to the Carnarvon
Primary School?

Mr ORAYDEN replied:
It is anticipated that work will
commence at Carnarvon before
the end of this year.
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10. PRE-PRIMARY CENTRE
East Carnarvan

Mr LAURANCE, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Education:
(1) What was the tender price and

who was the successful tenderer
for the East Carnarvon pre-pri-
mary centre?

(2) When is construction expected to
commence?

(3) What is the anticipated comple-
tion date?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1) (a) $89 923.

(b) Barry Scott & Co.
(2) The contract commenced on 10th

October and site works have now
begun.

(3) 19th March. 1976.

17. HOUSING
Carnarvon: Waiting List

Mr LAURANCE, to the Minister for
Housing:

What is the current position in
relation to the "wait list" for all
types of State Housing Commis-
sion housing at Carnarvon?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
Caucasian Aboriginal
applicants applicants

Rental:-
4 bedroom ..
3 bedroom ..
2 bedroom
Pensioner

couples
Single unit

pensioners

Purchase:-

Less Dual appli-
cants (Tenancy
and Purchase) .

12
40

a
5

4
45
22

3

6

00 80
7 -

87 80

2 -

65 80

Current indications are that the
wait time is 6-8 months for two-
bedroom accommodation, and 12-
18 months for three-bedroom.

INFLATION
Effect on Fixed Incomes

Mr DAVIES, to the Premier:
Referring to question 10 of 11th
November, 1975. regarding the in-
quiry to be conducted by Profes-
sor Alex Kerr, will he table a copy
of the terms of reference and copy
of the arrangements made for the
study, please?

19.

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
The terms of reference are:-

To inquire into and report upon
what effect the falling value of
money in Australia in the last
two years has had upon:-
1. the real purchasing power

of the Income of persons on
superannuation or other
forms of Private retirement
income which have re-
mained fixed during the
period of study;

2. the purchasing power of In-
comes derived from invest-
ments in government bonds
and other gilt-edged secur-
ities.

The other details of the arrange-
ment will be made available to the
Member when a clearer indication
of the time likely to be taken for
the study and some other study
details are available.

EMUS
Management Scheme

Mr DAVIES, to the Minister for Fish-
eries and Wildlife:
(1)

(2)

What forms the basis of the emu
management scheme?
Can he supply a copy of relative
material?

(3) Does the scheme have any Statu-
tory backing?

(4) If so. under what conditions?
Mr P. V. JONES replied:
(1) The basis or main principle of the

emu management scheme is de-
fined in paragraph 1 of Section
VILL of Wildlife Research Bulle-
tin No. 4. It reads as follows:-

"EMUS are Indigenous fauna
and as such should not be sub-
ject to mandatory destruction.
However, where agricultural or
ecological damage results, some
form of management control
will be necessary. Manage-
ment programmes for the
species, before implementation,
will be prepared and agreed
upon by both the Agriculture
Protection Board and the De-
partment of Fisheries and Wild-
life."

(2) Yes, copy tabled herewith. Further
copies are available from the De-
partment of Fisheries and Wild-
life.

(3) Yes.
(4) The scheme is operated within

the framework and in accordance
with the provisions of the Fauna
Conservation Act and the Vermin
Act and the regulations made
thereunder.

The report was tabled (see -paper No.
580).
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20. WATER SUPPLIES Mr O'CONNOR replied:
Meter Reading on Change ol Occupancy

Mr CARR, to the Minister for Water
Supplies:
(1) Is it a fact that where occupancy

of a dwelling changes during the
one year water charging period
the rate chargeable to the incorn-
Ing resident follows on from the
meter reading at the time of occu-
pancy rather than reverting to
zero?

(2) Is he aware of a case in Geraldton,
assessment No. 8223, where the
new owner used a moderate 246 ki
in six months and was charged for
119 kl at 22c and 127 k1 at 44c be-
cause the previous owner had used
1 248 k1 in the first six months of
the year?

(3) How does the Minister justify
what appears so clearly to repre-
sent an injustice to the incoming
occupant?

(4) Will he consider altering this
situation so that all incoming oc-
cupants are billed at the rate com-
mencing from a zero reading?

O'NEIL replied:
and (2) Yes.
The ascending scale of charges
for water is designed to inhibit
the wasteful usage of what is a
scarce resource in many parts of
the State and at the same time
to permit a consumer to draw a
basic quantity at a reasonable
Price.

Mr
(I.)
(3)

It is recognised where a house
occupancy changes during a rat-
ing year and the Previous tenant
has wasted water the incoming
tenant Pays for his water at a
higher rate. Investigations by
the department indicate that there
does not appear to be an equit-
able solution to this problem.
However, a country water costs
committee consisting of members
of the Government Parties has
recently submitted recommenda-
tions in this regard which will
now be considered by the Gov-
ernment.

(4) It is not intended to commence
billing from a zero reading with
the change of an occupancy.

POLICE
Housing: Country Areas

Mr BRYCE, to the Minister for Police:
What action has the Government
taken so far and what action does
it Propose In the future and when
to raise to an acceptable level
housing for Policemen stationed
in country areas?

22.

Housing for officers in charge of
Police stations is being replaced
Progressively each financial year,
subject to funds being available.
Hawing required by Police officers
other than the officer in charge
is also under constant review, and
a listing of houses required in
order of priority is forwarded to
the Government Employees'
Housing Authority each year. The
number of such houses suppilled.
which are of an acceptable
standard, is governed by the
amount of funds available.
Regular maintenance and renova-
tions as required add to the up-
grading of officer in charge quar-
ters to an acceptable standard.
Tenants in Government Em-
ployees' Housing Authority ac-
commodation, to keep these
houses up to standard, apply
direct to that authority, who
arrange to have such improve-
ments carried out.

POLICE
Housing: Country Areas

Mr T. H. JONES, to the Minister for
Police:
(1) Is it a fact that many policemen

stationed in country areas must
Purchase their own houses there?

(2) If "Yes"-
(a) do many policemen have to

borrow from building socie-
ties in order that they may
buy their homes;

(b) do many policemen suffer
considerable financial loss
when after a short space of
years they are again transfer-
red and obliged to pay off said
mortgages?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) No. Accommodation for married

Police officers is assured prior to
transfer. Should accommodation
not be available, the transfer is
withheld. If Police officers pur-
chase their own homes in country
areas, it is through choice and
not design by the department.

(2) Answered by (1).

23. POLICE STATIONS
Country: Accommodation

Mr BERTRAM, to the Minister for
Police:
(1) How many and which country

police stations provide Inadequate
accommodation, e.g.. offices, inter-
viewing rooms, toilet facilities,
etc., for officers and/or members
of the force?

21.
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(2) Wml he list each of such stations
In each case stating the nature
of the inadequacy of accommoda-
tion?

(2)
O'CONNOR replied:
and (2) Other than Police sta-
tions erected over the past five
years, it is not possible without
making a survey of the accommo-
dation of the remaining Police
stations, to give the answers re-
quired.

24. MIfNISTERS OF THE CROWN
Misleading of Parliament

Mr BERTRAM, to the Premier:
Is his Government's policy the
same as Malcolm Fraser's, namely
that any Minister who hs fled or
knowingly misled the Parliament
Is unfit to remain a Minister?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
I would hope that this would be
the position with any Govern-
ment where allegations of the im-
proprieties stated were properly
and effectively proved correct.

25. COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY
Transfer to Eastern States

Mr BERTRAM, to the Premier:
What action has his Government
taken, and when, to stop the Plan-
ned as opposed to headlong rush
by commerce and industry to cen-
trallse in the Eastern States to the
serious disadvantage financially
and employment-wise of Western
Australi1ans and the State of West-
ern Australia?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
If the Member gives me details
of what he claims is "the planned
as opposed to headlong rush by
commerce and Industry to cen-
tralise in the Eastern States" I
will have his information studied.
As far as the Western Australian
Government is concerned, our
policy is the reverse of this.
We seek every opportunity we can
to prevent decisions to concen-
trate more of the existing indus-
trial and commercial activity in
the Eastern States.
in fact, we go further and actively
seek opportunities to encourage
Eastern States and overseas In-
dustrial and commercial opera-
tions to decentralise to Western
Australia.
I remind the Member that the
Whitlam Government's Policy of
so-called rationalisation of indus-
try in Australia had an Inbuilt

26.

27.

and inevitable result that more
and more industry and commerce
could concentrate near Melbourne
and Sydney.

POLICE
Prosecutors: Country Areas

Mr BERTRAM, to the Minister for
Poliee:
(1) Is it a fact that police prosecutors

handling a considerable volume of
court work In country areas are
often obliged to do this work with-
out adequate text books or alterna-
tively buy their own?

(2) Since the foregoing constitutes a
very real inconvenience and dis-
advantage to the police as against
the legal practitioners opposing
them, will he take prompt action
to remedy this position?

Mr O'CONNOR replied,
(1) No. Reference libraries are avail-

able in clerk of courts offices
throughout the State, some of
which are located in Police sta-
tions.
Immediate reference is also avail-
able to prosecutors by means of
the V.KJ1. Police radio network.
telephone and correspondence to
the prosecutions branch in Perth
where expert advice is always
available.

(2) Adequate reference facilities are
available.

COMMONWEALTH BUDGET
PAPERS

Des patch to Premier
Mr BERTRAM, to the Premier:
(1) Is it a fact that he has received

Australian Budget papers prior
to their being presented to the
Australian Parliament?

(2) If "Yes" how often has this oc-
curred. and in each case what
space of time elapsed between
their receipt and the time of pre-
sentation?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:.
(1) and (2) I am afraid Premiers did

not enjoy the same privileges from
the Whitlam Government as did
the President of the ALP and
ACTTJ (Mr Hawke) in respect of
Budget papers.
In each of the last two years it
has been the practice for State
Premiers to be advised by letter
from the Prime Minister, delivered
mid-afternoon of the day the
Commonwealth Budget was intro-
duced, details of the amounts to
be provided in the Budget for ex-
penditure programmes involving
the States. No Information Is
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given in these letters on other
measures proposed in the Budget
nor on the overall economic
strategy.
on this occasion, the Budget
speech and papers were made
available to the Premier's Depart-
ment on a security basis at 7
p-in EST (that is 1 hour before
the Treasurer commenced his
speech) on Budget day, but the In-
formation was not available to me
as Premier and Treasurer until
the speech was in process of being
delivered.

28. TOWN PLANNING
Scarborough: Pizza Hut

Mr BERTRAM, to the Minister for
Urban Development and Town Plan-
ning;
(1) Has he recently overridden a de-

cision of the City of Stirling so as
to allow commercial development
of land situated at and adjacent
to the corner of Scarborough
Beach Road and Liege Street, In-
naloo?

(2) If "Yes" -
(a) will be detail each and every

factor which persuaded him
to do this;

(b) is he aware of the very heavy
traffic occurring at said corner
and will he table any corres-
pondence between him and the
Minister for Traffic seeking
and/or obtaining his agree-
ment or permission to permit
such development?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
(1) and (2) 1 have recently upheld an

appeal to allow the development
of a pizza hut on Ft. lots 9 and
10. corner Scarborough Beach
Road and Liege Street, Innaloo.
This approval was subject to entry
and exit points to the site being
designed and developed to the
specifications and satisfaction of
the City of Stirling and the de-
velopment complying in all res-
pects with the provisions of the
Stirling City planning scheme. In
that scheme, the land is zoned for
commercial purposes.
I am aware of the heavy traffic
occurring at this intersection and
before I made my decision I had
studied traffic reports by P.O.
Pak-Poy & Associates and officers
of my department. The reports
indicated a minimal traffic in-
crease from this development.
I had a meeting with the Mayor,
councillors and officers of the City
of Stirling and the Town Planning
Commissioner on Wednesday, 12th
November, at which this issue was

fully discussed. I shall be attend-
ing a meeting of ratepayers which
is to be held on the site on Satur-
day, 15th November.

29. AUSTRALIAN
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION

Attendance

Mr BERTRAM, to the Premier:
(1) Is he aware that a further meeting

of the Australian Constitutional
Convention will occur in October,
1976?

(2) If "Yes" does he intend again to
block members of this Parliament
from attending the 1976 confer-
ence and/or from committee and/
or working party meetings leading
up to them?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(1) I am not In a Position to say

whether a further meeting of the
Australian Constitutional Con-
vention will be held in October,
1976.
I am, however, aware that a
further meeting has been pro-
posed.

(2) This Parliament resolved that
State Parliamentary delegates
would not attend the session in
September last.
There was no resolution in regard
to attendances at committees or
working parties.
The Government is in favour of
Parliamentary delegates keeping
the Constitutional resolutions of
the Commonwealth and States
under examination with a view to
ensuring that a proper system of
co-operative Federalism is main-
tained.
This matter does not call for a
decision at this stage. A decision
will be made at the appropriate
time and when it can be deter-
mined whether the meetings will
be a genuine attempt to review the
Constitution objectively, as op-
posed to a Whitlam type party
political exercise into which the
last meetings degenerated.

30. FIRE FIGHTING SERVICES
Learmontfl Airport

Mr LAURANCE, to the Minister repre-
senting the Chief Secretary:
(1) What fire fighting services are

available at Learmonib airport?
(2) Who is responsible for the provi-

sion of these services?
(3) Are the facilities available accept-

able tar an airport of this size
particularly in view of the fact
that It Is an alternative airport
for international flights?
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(4) Has it been necessary to call on
the fire fighting services from the
town of Exmnouth to assist at
Learmonth airport?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
(1) to (3) Fire fighting services at the

Learmonth airport are 'the res-
ponsibility of the Commonwealth
Government.

(4) Yes, but their services were not
required.

31. WATER SUPPLIES
North of 26th Parallel: Sprinklers
Mr SODEMAN. to the Minister for
Water Supplies:*
(1) Are the restrictions as imposed on

1st September, 1974, on tihe use of
domestic sprinklers, north of the
26th parallel, still in operation?

(2) If so, does he agree that owing to
the current cost of excess water
usage to the consumer that It
would be appropriate to discon-
tinue the previously imposed re-
strictions?

(3) If "Yes" from what date will the
restrictions cease to operate?

Mr O'NEILL replied:
(1) The controls introduced on 1st

September, 1974, apply only to the
towns of Port Hedland, Karratha,
Wickham, Roebourne and Point
Samson and are still in force.

(2) and (3) No.

32. SCHOOLS AND HIGH
SCHOOLS

Pilbara

Mr SODEMAN, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Education:
(1) Has there been or will there be

any variation to the air condition-
ing and building programme as
supplied in answer to my question
In this regard, asked on 18th
March, 1975?

(2) If "Yes" what are the specific pro-gramme variations and the reason
for each variation?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1) and (2) The only variation has

been to the completion of works
at Onslaw and Port Hedland.
Delay in the supply of materials
has slowed both contracts.

33. NON-LABOR PREMIERS
Meeting in Melbourne

Mr BERTRAM, to the Premier:
(1) Did he attend the meeting with

Malcolm Fraser and other non-
Labor Premiers in Melbourne on
24th September, 1975, as the Pre-
mier of Western Australia?

34,

35.

(2) If "Yes" was not the true yet con-
cealed purpose of the said meeting
to conspire for the overthrow of
the Whitlam Government by the
means which since then have been
employed by the Liberal and Nat-
ional Country Parties then In op-
position in Canberra?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:'
(1) Yes. in addition, appropriate

senior Liberal and National Coun-
try Party Parliamentary repre-
sentatives were present from all
States and the Federal Parlia-
mentary wing of those Parties.

(2) The inference in the member's
question is completely untrue and
reflects ill on the Member, as he
knows that the purposes of the
meeting were to study and then
announce the Liberal/National
Country Party policy of Federal-
ism to provide a new deal in
Commonwealth -State-Local Gov-
ernment finances and relation-
ships.

INCOME TAX
Surcharge Policy

Mr BERTRAM, to the Premier:
(1) Is it his Government's intention

to insist upon the implementation
of the income tax surcharge policy
announced by the Liberals on 24th
September, 1075?

(2) Uf "Yes" will he list the numerous
detriments and disadvantages
which Western Australians and
the State itself will suffer by the
implementation of this policy?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(1) and (2) The Member obviously

does not understand the policy
proposed by a Liberal/National
Country Party administration in
Canberra as the basis of a new
and enlightened approach to
Commonwealth-State finances,
and calculated to return some of
the responsibilities and rights to
the States, as intended by the
Constitution.
Copy of the proposal can be made
available to the Member, if be
so desires.

KEW#DALE HIGH SCHOOL
Prevocational Centre

Mr JAMIESON, to the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Education:
(1) Is It not a fact that $193 000 was

provided for the construction,
etc., of the Kewdale High School
library?

(2) As it is believed to be only costing
$156 000 could not the difference
be allocated to the provision of
a prevocational centre for tbIs
school?
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Mr GRAYDEN replied: from a further 50 kinderaartens
(1) and (2) It is true that the con-

tract price is $156 926. However,
such a figure does not represent
the final cost. Allowance must be
made for furniture, floor cover-
ings, consultants' fees, cost ad-
justments and other items such
as landscaping. The amount of
$193 000 will be required to meet
the total cost.

36. RE-SCHOOL CENTRES
Takeover

Mr MOILR , to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Education:

Is the Minister now in a posi-
tion to provide the details sought
in my question 43 of Thursday,
30th October, concerning the con-
trol of pre-school centres by the
Education Department?

Mr GRAYDEN repied:
At the present time there are ten
school-site Pre-primary centres in
operation. These are at the Mon-
trose (Girrawbeen), Southwell
(Hamilton Hill), North Scarbo-
rough Junior. West Busselton,
Ealingup, Greenbushes, Queens
Park, Bentley Junior, Girrawheen
and Jarrahidale Primary Schools.
In Febraury 1976, two centres
will open. These will be at; the
North Lake and Koondoola Prim-
ary Schools.
In addition, thirteen school-site
centres will be completed during
the first term of 1976. These are
presently under construction or
are soon to commence construc-
tion at the following primary
schools: Winterfold, Spearwood,
Nulsen (Esperance), East Carnaer-
von, Eneabba. South Kalgoorlie.
Allenswood (Greenwood), Dudley
Park (Mandurab), Phoenix
(Hamailton Hill), Erookman
(Langford). South Thornie,
South Willetton, Karratha Junior.
Tenders have been called for a
pre-primary Centre to be estab-
lished on the site of the proposed
lcardinya Primary School.
Plans to establish a further four
centres located at the Warnbro
Primary School, Narenibeen,
flrookton and Williams District
High Schools are being finalised at
the present time.
In addition to these new centres
attached to primary schools a
number of existing kindergartens
will transfer to the Education De-
partment. Negotiations have
reached an advanced stage with
the parent committees and local
authorities associated with 23
kindergartens. Representatives

37.

have approached the Education
Department and negotiations are
proceeding for their Possible
transfer.
It is evident that there has been
considerable interest in the Gov-
ernment's plans for Pre-primary
education. The Government will
be establishing a minimum of 29
centres on Primary school sites
and, in addition, it is heartening
to note, representations have been
made by local authorities and
parent committees connected with
13 pre-schools interested in trans-
ferring to the Education Depart-
ment.
I am quoting these figures to il-
lustrate the real interest which
is apparent in the Government
proposals.
I can assure the Member that
negotiations are Proceeding at
many different levels. Some have
almost reached finality. Others
are In the early stages. I believe
that It is only natural that mem-
bers are keen to know of this pro-
gress and that they will appreciate
that too early a release of names
might jeopardize the transfer of
centres.

I would be pleased to Inform the
Member at the earliest Possible
date.

YOUTH CENTRE
Warren: Toilets

Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister re-
Presenting the Minister for Education:
(1) On how many days Per week and

for how many hours on each day
of use Is the Warren Youth Centre
used by-
(a) students of Manilrup Senior

High School;
(b) Pupils of Manjirnup primary

School;
(c) Youth groups Outside normal

school hours-,
(2) For how many days Per week is

the district youth officer involved
in duties at the Youth Centre?

(3) Is it a fact that Manjimiup Shire
Council proposes to condemn the
toilets which serve the youth
Centre?

(4) If "Yes,' to (3)-
(a) will the groups which use the

youth Centre be able to use
the Primary school toilets;

(b) what would be the total cost
of replacing toilet facilities
for the Warren Youth Centre;
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(c) does the Education Depart-
ment propose to construct new
toilets for the Warren Youth
centre if the existing toilets
are condemned?

(5) If the existing toilets are con-
demned and the Education De-
partment does not propose to
construct new ones, will the youth
centre be able to operate for the
purposes it is intended?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
()(a) Secondary students, in school

hours-
Monday-I hour
Tuesday-2 hours
Wednesday-A hours
Thursday-3 hours
F'riday-3 hours.

(b) Primary students, in school
hours-

Monday-2 hours
Thesday-2 hours
Wednesday-2 hours
Thursday-2 hours
Friday-2 hours.

(c) Youth Groups, evening
classes-

Monday-S hours
Tuesday-5 hours
Wednesday-S hours
Thursday-B hours
Friday-S hours.

(2) The Youth Education Officer is
rostered one night per week. To-
gether with overall responsibility.
Two District Youth Officers (part
time assistants to Youth Educa-
tion Officer) are each rostered
three nights per week.

(3) The shire has requested that the
toilets be upgraded.

(4) These are hypothetical questions
which can only be answered in
the light of circumstances which
might develop.

(5) High school and primary school
students could undoubtedly use
primary school toilet facilties
during school hours.
The special case of evening acti-
vities would need to be reviewed.

QUESTIONS (6):; WITHOUT NOTICE

PENSIONERS
Concessions: Report of Committee
Mr DAVIES, to the Premier:

on the 30th October last the
Premier told me that he hoped to
table before the end of the session
a report of the committee which
was appointed to deal with mat-
ters relating to pensioner conces-
sions. Is he still hoping to table
It before the end of this session?

2.

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
I am afraid not, because the re-
sponse we were hoping to get from
the other States in respect of the
report to assist us in finalising our
own deliberations has not been
forthcoming, nor has the report
from the Commonwealth been
forthcoming. I still hope that
within the next few days we will
be able to release our own com-
ments without waiting for the re-
sponse from the other States or
the Commonwealth.

PiONEER QUARRY
Zoning Restrilctions

Mr BARNETT, to the Minister for
Urban Development and Town Plan-
ning:

Further to the Minister's answer
to my question 31 of the 12th
November will the Minister please
advise what number of people
signed the petition presented to
him In favour of the reopening of
the Nettleton Road quarry?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
Seventy nine.

3. HEALTH CARE CENTRE
Mandurak: Lease

Mr SHALDERS, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Health:

Has he or any other person given
an assurance to the Murray niedi-
cap group in respect of their being
given a lease of all the consulting
rooms in the Mandurah Health
Care Centre, and if such an assur-
ance was given but not by either
himself or the previous Minister
for Health, on whose authority was
such an assurance given?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
Nb, but during an early stage of
planning, it became obvious that
the group would require to lease
all the medical centre area and
this was in effect an understand-
ing.

4. JAMES STREET, GUILDFORD
Widening

Mr SKIDMORE. to the Minister for
Transport:

I1 preface my question with the
remark that I will be satisfied to
receive an answer at a later date.
Is it the intention of the Main
Roads Department to undertake
any alterations In the widening
of Jamnes Street, Guildford, which
would endanger the trees growing
along that street?
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Mr O'CONNOR replied:
I know the Main Roads Depart-
ment has been doing work in
James Street, Guildford. I can-
not give the answer now, but I
will do so later.

5. HAMEESLEY RANGE NATIONAL
PARK

Effect on Hamrersity Gorge

Mr SODEMAN, to the Minister for
Conservation and the Environment:

Has the National Parks Board
made any requests where the
Hamersicy Range National Park
is concerned, so far as it might
involve the Hamersley Gorge?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
Yes. The National Parks Board
has requested that the Hamersley
Gorge be included within the area
of the Ham ersley Range National
Park. The Conservation Through
Reserves Committee has made ex-
tensive ground inspections and
overflights of the total region and
Includes such a recommendation
in its report (Pages 8-25).
In response to the request for
public comment on the recommen-
dations made for the flameraley
Range area no submissions or
comments have been received
from membeirs of the public but
comments have been received from
the Department of Industrial De-
velopment, the Chamber of Mines,
and Hamersley Iron, in addition
to the National Parks Hoard.

6. STATE GOVERNMENT
INSURANCE OFFICE

Tabling o1 Report
Mr HARTHEY, to the Minister for
Labour and Industry:

Is the Minister yet in a position
to table the report on the State
Government Insurance Office,
which he promised a couple of
months ago to do?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
I am very anxious that this report
should be tabled at the earliest
opportunity. However, the report
is outdated, because we have had
several reports since that time.
I think it would be ludicrous to
table a report of this kind at this
time, in view of what has taken
place since it was formulated.
Any decision made in respect of
the State Government Insurance
Office has to be made against a
background of what has been
happening in respect of Insurance
in Australia.

We have the Commonwealth
Government talking in terms of
introducing a Bill dealing with
national insurance. We know
what Is contemplated In respect
of workers' compensation and
motor vehicle third party insur-
ance.
I repeat that any decision has to
be made against that background.
In those circumstances all I can
say to the honourable member is
that I will have the report tabled
as soon as possible.

BILLS (6):- RETURNED
1. Industrial Training Bill.

Bill returned from the Council with
an amendment.

2. Industrial Arbitration Act Amend-
ment Bill (No. 4).

Bill returned from the Council with-
out amendment.

3. Builders Registration Act Amendment
Bill.

Bill returned from the Council with
amendments.

4. Road Traffic Act Amendment Bill
(No. 2).

5. Parliamentary Superannuation Act
Amendment Bill.

Bills returned from the Council with-
out amendment.

6. Family Court Bill.
Bill returned from the Council with

an amendment.

INDUSTRIAL TRAINING BILL
Council's Amendment

Amendment made by the Council now
considered.

In Committee
TeChairman of Committees (Mr

Thompson) in the Chair: Mr Grayden
(Minister for Labour and Industry) in
charge of the Bill.

The amendment made by the Council
was as follows--

Clause 37, page 22. lines 12 to 26.-
Delete subelauses (1) and (2).

Mr GRAYDEN: I move-
That the amendment made by the

Council be agreed to.
Mr SKIDMORE: During the second

reading debate and during the Committee
stage of this Bill both the member for
Maylands and myself pointed out the dif-
ficulties which would be associated with
the legislation in the form In which it was
presented. I am pleased that there has
been a change, and the difficulties which
prompted the earlier debate will be over-
come. We have no objection to the
amendment.

Question Put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.
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Report
Resolution reported, the report adopted,

and a message accordingly returned to the
Council.

FAMILY COURT BILL
Council's Amendment

Amendment made by the Council now
considered.

in Committee

The Chairman of Committees (Mr
Thompson) in the Chair; Mr O'Neil (Min-
ister for Works) in charge of the Bill.

The amendment made by the Council
was as follows-

First schedule, page 23, line 4 of
subsection (1) of the proposed re-
enacted section 90-Delete the word
"Law" and substitute the word "Court".

Mr O'NEIL: I move-
That the amendment made by the

Council be agreed to, subject to the
following further amendment--

Third schedule, page 26--Add
after the passage " (3) This section
does not affect the operation of
section 29B" the passage ", but the
provisions of that section shall not
apply to or in relation to a recog-
nisance entered into pursuant to
this Act to secure compliance with
an order for the payment of
money made under this Act".

The amendment made by the Council is
purely to correct an error. At page 23
of the Bill, in the first schedule, there is
reference to part IV of the Family Law
Act. Of course the reference should be to
the Family Court Act, and the Legislative
Council has requested the appropriate
amendment.

Regarding the further amendment, an
examination has been made of the legisla-
tion. Members will recall that during the
second reading debate I indicated that to
conform with the provisions of the Com-
monwealth Family law Act it was no
longer possible for a person to be
imprisoned for nonpayment of a mainten-
ance order. That provision is covered in
the third schedule to the Bill, where there
Is reference to an amendment to the
Married Persons and Children (Summary
Relief) Act, 1965-1972.

Unfortunately, there is a proviso which
states-

(3) This section does not affect the
operation of section 29B.

That small paragraph does, in fact, make
it possible for a person to be gaoled for
noncompliance with a maintenance order.

Mr Hartrey: And the guarantor, too.

Mr O'NEIL: The matter has been exam-
ined and corrected to ensure that the Bill
is in accordance with what we stated It
would be during the second reading.

Mr HARTHEY: As the person who oni-
ginally raised the point just referred to by
the Minister, I wish to say that the situa-
tion has been satisfactorily handled, and
I support the amendment.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to subject to the As-
sembly's further amendment to the third
schedule.

Report
Resolution reported, the report adopted.

and a message accordingly returned to the
Council.

APPROPRIATION BILL (GENERAL
LOAN FUND)

In Committee
Resumed from the 23th October. The

Chairman of Committees (Mr Thompson)
in the Chair; Sir Charles Court (Trea-
surer) in charge of the Bill.

Vote: Agriculture, $250 000; Fisheries
and Wildlife, $200 000; Forests, $3 @00 000;
Industrial Development, $946 0100; Mines,
$50 000-put and passed.

Vote: Public Works-Engineering and
Associated Works, $16 415 000-

Item No. 7: Country Areas and TaUm
Water Supplies $8 373 000.

Mr JAMIESON: I would like some In-
formation dealig with country towns
water supplies. Recently I saw a news re-
lease-perhaps it was while the Minister
was In the area--that a sum of $150 000
was to be spent on the Shark Bay water
supply. The town is to receive one of the
new fangled reverse osmosis schemes
which the Public Works Department has
been playing around with for a long time.

I see that in 1975-76 it is proposed to
spend only $55 000 which seems to be a
little short of the capital required to install
the scheme. The people at Shark Bay have
waited a long time for a suitable water
supply and while I agree that the present
reticulation system will have to be dupli-
cated something will have to be done soon.
Why is a sum of only $55 000 provided
when the capital works programme re-
quires $150 000?

Mr O'NflL: Firstly, I did not make any
announcement while in the area because I
have not, as yet, visited Shark Bay since
I have been the Minister for Works. I will
have to check out fully what the figures
mean. It could be that an allocation of
funds has already been made to cater for
the water supply.

Mr Jamieson: It does not appear to be
that way.

Mr O'NEIL: The plant Is on order but I
am not too sure of the date upon which
it will be supplied. As the honourable mem-
ber said, it will be necessary to duplicate
the reticulation service in that town in
order to provide a water supply from the
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desalination plant. I have taken note of
the comments, and I will provide the de-
tails at a later date.

Item No. 9: irrigation and Drainage,
$1 524 000-

Mr LAURANCE: I want to draw the
attention of members to one item under
"Extension of Supply System--Carnarvon"
and the amount listed for this financial
year is $360 000. Members well know that I
have raised the question of finance for the
Carnarvon and Gascoyne groundwater
supply system constantly in this Chamber,
and I want to take this opportunity to
commend the Government for spending
this amount of money on irrigation to
provide water for the plantations and the
township of Carnarvon.

In addition to the $360 000 for Irrigation
and drainage, there Is an amount of
$216 000 for the extension to the Carnar-
von town water supply, making a total of
$576 000. This is in line with the recent
policy to provide from State funds ap-
proximately $500 000 per annumn for the
extension of this water supply system.
The Importance of the system to this area
is well known; it has been canvassed by
myself and by the previous member for
Gascoyne on many occasions.

Having thanked the Government for
continuing with this State programme, I
would just like to draw the attention
of members, and particularly that of the
Leader of the Opposition, to the facts
about the latest Piosition in regard to
Federal funds which were promised some
time ago, so that he is kept completely up
to date. He will remember very well, be-
cause he was the then Premier of this
State, that on the 28th February, 1974-
just tour weeks before the last State elec-
tion-he addressed an audience in Carnar-
von. The then Premier took his Cabinet
Ministers to Carnarvon, and at this meet-
Ing he announced that the Federal Govern-
ment would provide $6.250 million for the
scheme. It had been organised so that his
announcement in Carnarvon coincided
with the opening of Federal Parliament by
the Queen on that day. Of course, the
people of Carnarvon were very excited
about the prospects, but nothing was
forthcoming after that announcement.

Mr Jamieson: That shows how wrong
you would be because the only informa-
tion we got was over the air while we were
at Carnarvon.

Mr LAURANCE: It was worse than we
thought then.

Mr Jamnieson: You want to make sure
of your facts.

Mr LAURANCE-. The 1974 Federal Bud-
get allocated no funds for the Carnarvon-
Gascoyne groundwater scheme.

Mr Bertram: It would be the only part
of the State that did not beniefit from the
Whitlam Governiment.

Mr11 LAURANCE: That Interjection defies
description!

Mr Bertram: Have a look at the figures.
Mr LAURANCE: I will continue. As I

aid, representations were made in this
Chamber by me, questions were asked in
Federal Parliament, and an approach was
made to the Prime Minister. Unfortun-
ately, again in the 1975 Budget, nothing
was forthcoming.

I want to draw the attention of the
Leader of the Opposition to the latest we
have heard about this. On the 15th August,
the then Prime Minister (the Hon. E. G.
Whittlam) wrote to the Premier of Western
Australia. Mr Chairman, I hope you will
permit me to read this as it is just a few
short lines. The then Prime Minister said-

You will be aware that the question
of financial assistance for the Carnar-
von and Gascoyne Groundwater Sup-
ply Scheme has been under active
consideration by the Australian Gov-
ernment.

In view of the need to restrict Aus-
tralian Government expenditures dur-
Ing the current financial year, I regret
that It will not be possible to provide
assistance for this project.

So that meant the Whitlarn Government
would go another year without paying any
attention to this Problem.

Mr B. T. Burke: You keep criticising
the expenditure of the Australian Govern-
ment.

Mr LAURANCE: I thank the Premier
for replying to that letter on behalf of the
people of Carnarvon. and asking that the
matter be reviewed.

Vote put and passed.
Vote: Public Works--Buildings and As-

sociated Works including Furniture and
Equipment, $58 173 000-

Item No. 12: Hospitals, $12 568 000-
Mr DAVIES: I want to express some

concern about the way hospital planning
seems to be going in this State. The mem-
ber for Subiaco has expressed concern on
a number of occasions, and following his
last statement there was an article in the
Sunday independent about a big cut in
hospital expansion. According to the
answers to the questions which I have
since asked, th~s does not mean very much.
It appears that the article In the Press
referred only to acute beds and that the
planning for the Royal Perth Hospital and
the Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital-that is,
the Perth Medical Centre-will go on very
much the same as has been announced and
as has been considered essential for some
time. What concerns me is that there is
no evidence of who is doing the actual
planning.
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I have here a report on metropolitan
hospital needs which was presented by
the State Health Council. it 'was given
to me, as Minister for Health, on the 11th
March, 1974, A tremendous amount of
work went into this report, and mem-
bers can see there are several hundred
pages of detail and recommendations. I
would have thought that would provide
an excellent basis for planning hospital
needs in the metropolitan area up till the
1980s, but it appears the report has never
been looked at by this Government.

I am wondering why, in view of the
availability of this report, when dealing
with the introduction of the Estimates,
the Premier should indicate that research
was being carried out Into metropolitan
hospitals for the next 15 years. It seems
that this res?arch is being carried out by
medical and non-medical departmental
officers, as well as by the principal archi-
tect. More importantly, the firm of Llewel-
lyn-Davies Kinbill Pty. Ltd. has been
commissioned to undertake a review of
hospital beds. That was the requirement.
but the charter goes Into much more detail
than that. However, that is the effect of the
review and the total cost is expected to
be $85 000. It is not expected that the
final report 'will be available until some
time this month.

So first of all we had a detailed review
of hospital needs presented in March,
1975, then we bad the firm of Llewellyn-
Davies IXinhill Pty. Ltd. appointed at a
cost of $85 000 to inquire into hospital
needs, we then read in the Sunday inde-
pendent that there is a big cut in hospital
expansion. When I asked who decided on
this cut, the answer was that it 'was de-
cided upon by the senior officers of the
Medical DapartmenL- So 'we can see the
tremendous conflict that Is developing and
the lack of planning that exists. Why do
we have the State Health Council under-
take a detailed study, then appoint another
organisation, and then before that report
is available, senior officers of the Medical
Department decide there should be a big
alteration? According to 'what appears in
the Press and according to the answer I
received, that information is substantially
correct.

Everyone is critical of the cost of
medical services delivered, not only in this
State but also throughout Australia.
Politicians, people in the department,
doctors, university academics, and many
others have all expressed the utmost con-
cern about this matter and the need for
proper planning. Someone is pulling the
wool over someone else's eyes, and it looks
as though 'we 'will go on planning on 'what
can only be described as an ad hoc basis.
it locks as though we need a, hospitals
commission. As I have said before, the
Teaching Hospitals Advisory Council Is an
abject failure. No-one seems to have given

the Programme any guidance, and the only
answer seems to be a hospitals commission.
I have not thought that course necessary
in the past, but I am swiftly coming to the
conclusion that it is the only answer.

These are my reasons for expressing
concern that $10 million-odd is being put
into the hospital sytem to meet the need
for extra beds, and especially maternity
beds, throughout the length and breadth
of th;e country. It is good to see that some-
thing is happening in the northern cor-
ridor1 but the fact remains we are still in
what I can only describe as an undecided
state in regard to planning. Whilst this
goes on, the cost of medical delivery in
the State will continue to escalate, and
Unnecessarily so.

Vote put and passed.
Votes: Railways, $21 100 000; Treasury,

$652 000; B us iness Undertakings,
$20 300 000; H ouas ing Authorities,
$3 400 000; Port Authorities, $6 123 000;
Other Authorities, $650 000-put and
passed,

Schedules A to C put and passed.
Clauses 1 to 3 put and passed.
Title Put and passed.

Report
Bill reported, without amendment, and

the report adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by Sir

Charles Court (Treasurer), and trans-
mitted to the Council.

LOAN BILL
Second Reading

Debate resumed from the 12th Novem-
ber.

MR J. T. TONKIN (Melville-Leader of
the Opposition] 19.15 p.m.]: It is neces-
sary for the Government each financial
year to secure parliamentary authority for
the raising of the money necessary to pay
for the works and services outlined in the
Loan Estimates. The Bill under discussion
conforms to the general practice and Is
for that purpose.

It Is well known that for some years now
actual borrowing of the necessary funds
is undertaken by the Commonwealth
which acts on behalf of the States. Since
1970-71 a very important and significant
change has occurred in financing Inasmuch
as since that time the States have been
in a Position to receive from the Common-
wealth quite large sums of money by way
of capital grants, These capital grants
relieve the State of a very considerable
burden of debt charges which otherwise
would be incurred If the money were made
available in the ordinary way.

This Government wil benefit substan-
tially this financial year because of the
amount of money that will be received In

4609



4610 ASSEMBLY)

this way. From memory about one-third
of the total loan funds required by the
State is made available by way of capital
grants, and the figure for 1975-76 is
$40.1 million. For 1974-75 it was $32.179
million. So, approximately, there has been
an increase in the amount of capital
grants, interest free, of 25 per cent. This
would take care of the inflation which has
occurred in that period.

So it can be seen that the Government
benefits substantially from receiving
money in this way. As I have already said,
the Bill conforms with the general prac-
tice. It is necessary and naturally enough
the Opposition, in those circumstances,
supports it.

Question Put and passed.
Dill read a second time.

in Committee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Tlard Reading
SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands-

Treasurer) [9.21 p.m.!: I move-
That the Bill be now read a third

time.
I thank the Leader of the Opposition for
his support of the Bill and his assistance
with it.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a third time and transmitted

to the Council.

PHARMACY ACT AMENDMENT BILL
Second Reading

Debate resumed from the 22nd October.

MR DAVIES (Victoria Park) [ 9.22 P-rn.]:
This Bill has been with us for quite a
long time, but it has been passed by
another place. I should imagine It will
not cause much controversy.

The Act has not been amended since it
'was introduced in 1964, and later pro-
claimed in July, 1955. The Act itself has
47 sections. The Bill before us has 27
clauses and those clauses comprise some-
thing like 70 amendments. However, when
we have a close look at them they are
not, in many cases, of great significance.
Some of them define the practice of a
pharmaceutical chemist as being relegated
to what we previously considered to be a
business. So we are seeking to alter the
word "business" for "Practice" In 15 or 16
amendments. Several of the remaining
amendments relate to penalties and, gen-
erally, they have been doubled compared
with what they were in 1964. In one In-
stance the penalties have been increased
four or five times, and I really do not
know the reason for that. In some in-
stances they have been doubled, and In
others they have been Increased more sub-
stantially. No doubt the Pharmaceutical

Council considered that the offences which
will now carry heavier penalties are prob-
ably more heinous crimes in Its eyes.

The only exception Is in paragraph (g)
of clause 27. The amendment In that
clause seeks to convert the penalty of £50
to $10e.

The first major amendments in the Bill
are to part III of the Act dealing with the
registration of pharmaceutical chemists
and all pharmacies. The first change that
seems to be required is that a pharnacist
shall qualify in first aid. When It is con-
sidered that many people enter a chemist
shop for advice on some minor ailment,
cut, or bruise, It is probably reasonable to
expect that a pharmacist should have
some knowledge of first aid. Further on,
dealing with registration, Interstate and
New Zealand trainees will be obliged to
produce acceptable credentials before be-
coming registered. There is nothing wrong
with that.

I think that if a person says he is a
qualified chemist, and has qualified in the
Eastern States or in New Zealand, he
should be able to produce acceptable cre-
dentials to the Pharmaceutical Council.
There are provisions also for certificates
of identity to be produced by overseas
candidates. Here again, the onus is on
the candidate who is seeking registration
in Western Australia.

Section 22 (2) of the Act deals with
the prescribed fee, and I think that has
been left to be in accordance with what
is considered to be fair by the Pharma-
ceutical Council. I do not know that we
can do much about that. I do not know
whether the council thinks the fee is ex-
cessively high. Also, I do not know whether
the fee is to be prescribed by regulation.
We have left that to the Pharmaceutical
Council. From what I know of It it Is a
responsible body and I do not see why it
should not continue to act responsibly.

Many of the amendments before us seem
to have a familiar ring. I seem to have
seen them elsewhere on a number of occa-
sions. Firstly, the most important ques-
tion deals with the restrictions placed on
the carrying on of the pharmacy. Secondly,
limitations are to be placed on the Inter-
ests of the pharmacist and the place of
business. Thirdly, there are amendments
relating to disciplinary matters. Fourthly,
there are amendments relating to the dis-
pensing of medicines and, fifthly, there
will be limitations placed on trading.

In regard to the restrictions in the
carrying on of a pharnacy, they have been
updated to meet present-day requirements.
I think there has been some move to dodge
the requirements that presently exist in
the Act and it has been found necessary to
make certain that what we place in the
Act is observed. I1 know why chemists are
limited to trading in only two shops, but
it has always puzzled me that they can
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have two shops. If a pharmaceutical
chemist is obliged to supervise two shops it
is reasonable that he should have only
one shop.

Mr O'Neil: He can employ a Pharma-
cist in the other, can he not?

Mr DAVIES: Yes, but I wonder why the
number of shops has been limited to only
two. Why not three? I know the pharma-
cists are afraid of chain stores entering
the business. Initially Boots was the chain
store company that was likely to enter this
State, and therefore this Protection has
been provided in the Act.

I notice also there is some control to be
exercised over agreements that can be
made between chemists and shops if they
let out what would be their only other
outlet. I should imagine that although
some of the agreements are restrictive and
they will expire with the passage of time,
if the person who felt he was penalised
wanted to he could take his grievance to
the Trade Practices Tribunal to have it
ironed out. However, once the measure
goes through it means that a chemist will
be able to have an interest In not more
than two shops and there will be no
secrecy in regard to agreements. If neces-
sary they will have to be shown. I can-
not see how such a provision conforms
with the principle of free enterprise and
the interests of the individual, but at this
stage I will not debate that.

We come now to the disciplinary mat-
ters. Some of these are dealt with under
clause 13 in the Bill. There are some re-
arranged provisions. In fact the exist-
ing provisions have been contained, as far
as I can see, in the new Bill and further
expanded, probably again to meet present-
day conditions after 10 years' operation of
the Act.

However, I notice that the clause has
been widened by adding one additional
offence. That appears on page 11 -of the
Bill. Paragraph (e) of subsection (6) of
proposed new section 32, at the top of that
page, reads-

Ce) is guilty of contravening the regu-
lations relating to advertising.

I do not know what the regulations relat-
ing to advertising are, but I imagine it
would be fairly diffiult to stop chemists
from advertising. I know some concern
has been expressed about the Friendly
Societies Pharmacies inserting full-page
advertisements in the Press. But I have
noticed also that the Target Chemists for
instance, insert full-page advertisements.

Further, I have noticed that when some
of the large departmental stores in the
city advertise their sales, the advertise-
ment has a section dealing with the
specials that are available In the pharmacy
sections of the various stores.

I do not know what the regulations will
be regarding advertisements. I am some-
what concerned that perhaps they will

place an unnecessary restriction on adver-
tisng by chemists. I am sure the Minister
will have noted, as I have, that these days
to keep In the trade, chemists must adver-
Uise quite extensively. It does not matter
whether a shop is called the F'loreat
Pharmacy, the Victoria Park pharmacy, or
any other name. The fact remains that
It is a pharmacy advertising. They have
lines of goods they wish to sell and they
should be permitted to advertise.

Gone are the days when certain goods
for sale were not allowed to be mentioned
in public. People Just did not like to talk
about them.

Chemists carry thousands of items which
are no different from items carried in gen-
eral stores, and I would be very concerned
indeed if I thought there would be any un-
due restrictions placed on advertising. I
am sure also that the newspapers would be
concerned. I recall that the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition and I were taken to task
once for suggesting that advertising was
something of a rip-off for Papers. That
was In relation to late trading of second-
hand cars. Of course everyone knows there
is a substantial revenue to the Papers from
advertising, particularly in each Wednes-
day's edition of the Daily News. However,
that is by the way. I hope no undue re-
striction will be placed on advertising be-
cause provision is made for a penalty to
be imposed by the Pharmaceutical Council
in this regard.

It appears to me that from memory the
provision is wider than the provision under
the Medical Act.

I notice that provision has been made for
an appeal, and this was not previously the
case.

In regard to the dispensing of medicines,
the Hill provides that each pharmacist shall
have only one assistant. I take it that this
will be an untrained or semi-trained person
working with the pharmacist actually dis-
pensing medicine. I presume it does not refer
to the girls who hand out the medicines
over the counter and sell other goods
which may be required from the shop. I
would be pleased to have an undertaking in
that regard from the Minister.

Mr O'Neill: That is correct, but they
have ordinary shop assistants as well selling
perfumes and the like.

Mr DAVIES: This Is a little unreal.
Prior to 1964 the legislation provided that
a pharmacist could have three assistants.
In 1964 we amended this to allow only two
assistants to each pharmacist and now we
are making it one to each pharmacist. No
reasons have been advanced for the amend-
ment, other than that medicines are now
much more complicated and that there are
drugs with similar names, but with differ-
ent effects. I must take the Minister's word
on this point, but it does seem strange that
within a period of 10 years the ratio has
been reduced from three to one, to two to
one, and now to one to one.
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Mr O'Neil: There are more proprietary Mr O'Neil: In Boans the nharmacvr is
lines and more potent drugs now. In addit-
Ion we have problems with drug addiction.
It Is to tighten up on the control the
pharmacist himself has in his dispensary
proper.

Mr DAVIES: I think the pharmacist has
always remained liable for what is handed
over the counter.

Mr O'Neil: Yes, liable, but prevention Is
better than cure.

Mr DAVIES: It may be, too, that 15
years ago-the olden days-chemists actu-
ally made up more of their own medicines.
They could ask their assistant to mix
something and he or she would sit down
with a pestle and mortar and perhaps take
half an hour to mix it, whereas now these
Items are obtained from a bottle. I will
accept the Indication from the Minister
that this is what the council wants.

Some limitations are to be placed on
trading and these concern me. Clause 23
states, in proposed new section 40A-

40A. (1) No pharmaceutical chem-
ist, company or friendly society en-
gaged in carrying on the practice of a
pharmaceutical chemist In a pharmacy
shall sell or otherwise trade in, supply
or provide any goods or services, not
being medicines or drugs, unless those
goods or services are-

(a) goods or services of a kind
which were sold, traded in,
supplied or provided In a
pharmacy in the State on the
first day of July, 1975; or

(b) goods or services approved by
the Council from time to time
as being goods or services that
may be sold, traded in, sup-
plied or provided by a pharm-
acy in association with the
dispensing of medicines or
drugs.

When he Introduced the Bill I asked the
Minister whether he would give me a list
of goods which could be sold as from
the 1st July. I asked him whether this
would be established. The Minister said
that lie believed so, but that he would
certainly find out. He rang me the fol-
lowing day or the day after and said It
had been decided that any goods which
were sold in a chemist shop anywhere in
the State on the 1st July, 1975, could now
be sold in any other chemist shop. I find
that quite unbelievable.

Row would it be possible to prove that
the goods were sold in a chemist shop on
the 1st July, 1975? I think we should
throw this clause out because It is entirely
Impracticable. Furthermore, if we take the
whole of the shop as a pharmacy, it means
that any goods sold in Boans, Myer, or
Dlavid Jones, all of it being a Pharmacy,
can now be sold in any chemist shop
throughout the State.

part of a shop, but in a phiarmacy the
pharmacy is the shop. I will explain It
later.

Mr DAVIES: How are we going to say
whether our local shop is part of the
pharmacy or of the fancy goods trade?
I think the Provision is quite unnecessary.

I know the intention and I will not
argue that, but I think we should eliminate
this Provision from the Bill altogether be-
cause it would be quite impossible to police.
There Is no way in the world that the
Minister can tell me whether or not I can
buy a stabilo boss in a chemist shop in
Kununurra or Claremont. No-one is ever
to know whether they were sold on the
1st July, 1975, in any chemist shop in
Western Australia.

Mr O'Neil: You could check the Invoices
of the chemist shops.

Mdr DAVIES: How impossible it would
be. I use that only as an example. As every
member knows a stabilo boss is a form of
felt pen and It is quite likely that a
chemist shop somewhere sold them on the
1st July, 1975. 1 will never know, and the
Minister will never know, unless as the
Minister said, we check every invoice of
every chemist shop in Western Australia.

The provision is quite unworkable. We
all know the reason behind It, but until
a better Provision can be drafted, we should
drop this one from the Bill.

I could continue to speak about the
Bill and the profession in general for
some considerable time. The Profession is
fairly well managed by the Pharmaceutical
Council. We know there is some conflict
between the council and the Friendly
Societies Pharmacies which are now being
treated in the same way as other chemist
shops and I think they always have been
except that they have been able to control
more shops under the one name. How-
ever, they suffer the same Penalties as
would any ordinary pharmacy and I1 do
not think they would want it otherwise.
They do not want any special privileges.

The only aspect which does concern me
Is the limitation of trading set out in
clause 23, because it is quite unworkable.
We should delete it. If we do not, I will
be interested to see how and when the
first charge under the clause Is made.

With those remarks I support the Bill.

MR ONEIL (East Melville-minister
for Works) [9.40 p.m.]: I thank the hon-
ourable member for his general support
of the Bill. He raised three matters, one
in connection with a query as to why, in
one particular instance, the penalty was
simply converted from pounds, shillings,
and pence to decimal currency. This is
a penalty for a breach of the regulation,
whereas the others are for matters which
relate to the practice of pharmacy and,
in fact, in the Prescription of medicines
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and the like. It is accepted I am certain
that a very great degree of responsibility
Is required in this latter field.

The honourable member also mentioned
the matter of advertising. I have checked
the Bill again and I note that it deals
with items which are covered by the ethics
of the profession. The Premier was keen
to advise mec that some time ago in the
profession of accountancy accountants
were not permitted to advertise and, in
fact, were even forbidden to have the
names of partners in heavy type in the
telephone directory. We know a similar
situation exists in respect of the medical
fraternity who are not permitted to ad-
vertise.

I am guessing, but it may be there is
a further endeavour to improve the pro-
fessional status of pharmacists generally,
because these amendments have been made
as a result of a request by the Pharma-
ceutical Council. It could also be related
to a problem which has occurred over
many years but which seems to have died
down now; that is, the problem of the
all-night pharmacy-the "We Never Sleep"
people.

I know that while I was a Minister for
Labour in the Brand Government this
problem was raised with me continually.
not from a point of view of the phar-
macists themselves, but from the point of
view of retail traders generally. Members
will appreciate that if they are serving a
doctor's surgery pharmacists are still
permitted to open for a certain
time during periods when other stores are
not permitted to open. Of course, the ad-
vertising of this fact often meant that
People would visit the pharmacy and buy
items other than family medicines. There-
fore there was conflict between the or-
dinary retailers and the pharmacists.

Again advertising was an issue which
was frequently before me when I was
minister for Labour, as was the problem
of the classes and types of goods which
could be sold in a pharmacy. As Minister
for Labour I always adopted the view, par-
ticularly in developing areas and small
country towns, it was important to en-
courage the establishment of a pharmacy.
Especially in newly-developed areas in the
metropolitan region a pharmacist would
be hard put to make a living from the
prescription of medicines. In the new
areas mostly young and healthy families
dwell, and they have not started to pro-
duce families. So in my view it was imnpor-
tant that other goods beside pharma-
ceutical items should be sold in those
shops.

I must admit that some went way beyond
what would be expected to be the normal
goods sold in a pharmacy and so again
there was a conflict, because on the one
hand pharmacists wanted to sell all sorts
of souvenirs, gifts, ladies' stockings and
underwear, and the like, and the ordinary

trader wanted such trade prevented be-
cause the story was that the pharmacist
was pinching a part of his business.

In an endeavour to overcome that at one
time a schedule of goods other than phar-
maceutical goods which might be sold in
chemist shops had been prepared by the
Pharmaceutical Council. it was a fairly
substantial list because the council made
an attempt to cover all those items which
were being sold by pharmacists at that
time.

I understand a further attempt was
made to schedule those kinds of goods but
it was abandoned because we could have
inhibited the sale of goods in certain coun-
try towns and reduced the profitability of
a, chemist's shop in a country town to a
Point where a chemist would pack up and
leave. So somehow the compromise which
the honourable member says may never be
effective was arrived at; that is, any phar-
macist anywhere in the State can sell any-
thing that Is being sold by any other Chem-
ist anywhere in the State.

Nevertheless, there was a desire on the
Part of the Pharmaceutical Council to
maintain the professional status of the
Pharmaceutical chemist to try to prevent
pharmacies in Western Australia becoming
like the drug stores we read about in Am-
erica. Whether or not it is a good thing, I
do not know. However, that is the current
aim of those who control the profession,
and I, -like the honourable member, will be
interested to see what happens in respect
of the restriction, If any, on other goods
that a pharmacist might sell.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee
The Deputy Chairnan of Committees

(Mr Crane) in the Chair; Mr O'Neil (Min-
ister for Works) in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 22 Put and passed.
Clause 23: Section 40A added-

Mr DAVIES: I merely rise to record in
Hansard clearly and distinctly that in the
Act as amended any goods sold in any
chemist shop on the 1st July, 1975, can be
sold in any other chemist shop established
in the future anywhere In the State.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 24 to 27 put and passed.
Title put and passed.

Re port
Bill reported, without amendment, and

the report adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr

O'Neil (Minister for Works).* and Passed.
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CHURCH OF ENGLAND (DIOCESAN
TRUSTEES) ACT AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading
Debate resumed from the 29th October.

MR BERTRAM (Mt. Hawthorn) (9.49
p.m.]: The Government has introduced
this Bill at the request of the Diocesan
Trustees and the Council of the Diocese of
Perth. The Opposition is by no means sure
that this is a Bill which should have been
Introduced by the Government. It may
have been more appropriately introduced
and dealt with as a private member's Bill.
However, that did not happen.

The circumstances giving rise to the Bill,
as outlined by the Minister, are not really
very impressive; but the Opposition has
no knowledge of any third party having
raised an objection to the Bill, and for that
reason supports it.

Question Put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading
Eml read a, third time, on motion by Mr

O'Neil (Minister for Works), and passed.

EDUCATION ACT AMENDMENT
BILL (No. 3)

Second Reading
Debate resumed from the 29th October.

MR B. T. BURKE (Balga) [9.53 P.M.):
The Opposition supports this legislation
and makes only one point; that it IS
a fairly hopeless kind of proposition to
increase Penalties in areas like this by
as much as this without taking some paral-
Iel action which would treat the cause of
the problems associated, for example, with
a parent's lack of concern for his or her
child's education, It is not good enough
to say the problem will be solved by In-
creasing the penalties the parent will suaf-
fer; but apart from saying that, the Oppo-
sition supports the Bill.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr

Grayden (Minister for Labour and In-
dustry), and passed.

MURDOCH UNIVERSITY ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading
Debate resumed from the 29th October.
MR R. T. BURKE (Balga) [9.56 p.m.]:

The Opposition also supports this legis-
lation.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third tine, on motion by Mr

Grayden (Minister for Labour and In-
dustry), and passed.

MAIN ROADS ACT AMENDMENT
BILL

Council's Amendments
Amendments made by the Council now

considered.
In Committee

The Deputy Chairman of Committees
(Mr Crane) in the Chair; Mr O'Connor
(Minister for Transport) in charge of the
Bill.

The amendments made by the Council
were as follows-

No. 1.
Clause 20, page 11, line 29-Delete

the passage "resort.; and" and
substitute the passage-

"resort, and
before making any recommendation
the Commissioner shall consult with
the local authority.; and".

NO. 2.
Clause 30, page 18-Insert after

line 6 a new paragraph, to stand as
paragraph (a) as follows-

(a) by inserting a new para-
graph to stand as para-
graph (aa) as follows-

(as) moneys paid pur-
suant to an agree-
ment entered into by
the Commissioner
under section eight-
een A of this Act;

No. 3.
New Clause, page 10, line 19-

Insert a new clause, to stand as
clause 18, as follows-

Section 18A 18. The principal Act Is
added, amended by Inserting a new

section, to stand as section 18A,
as follows-

Power to 18A. The Commissioner
eater into
agreements. may, with the consent of

the Minister, enter into
any agreement with an-
other person whereby that
other person undertakes to
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pay for, or contribute to-
wards, the expenditure to
be incurred by the Com-
missioner In the construc-
tion or maintenance, or
construction and mainten-
ance, of any road which by
this Act the Commissioner
is authorised to construct
or maintain.

Mr O'CONNOR: I move-
That amendment No. 1 made by the

Council be agreed to.
This particular amendment was made at
the request of the Country Shire Councils'
Association, This organisation requested
that it be consulted prior to any closure of
roads, and we agreed to this.

Mr T. H. JONES: This was an assurance
given by the Minister, and it meets the
wishes of the Country Shire Councils' As-
sociation. We also support the amendment.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

Mr O'CONNOR: I move-
That amendment No. 2 made by the

Council be agreed to.
This amendment is at the request of the
Crown Law Department to tighten up or
legalise the situation in regard to dif-
ficulties that exist when the Main Roads
Department carries out work for joint
organisations, and when payment Is to be
received by the department. It is to legalise
what has happened for some time, and
we agree to it.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

Mr O'CONNOR: I move-
That amendment No. 3 made by the

Council be agreed to.
I agree to the insertion of this clause.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to,

Report
Resolutions reported, the report adopted,

and a message accordingly returned to the
Council,

HOSPITALS ACT AMENDMENT BIOLL
Second Reading

Debate resumed from the 6th November.
MRfl DAVIES (Victoria Park) [10.03

p.m.]: This Bill provides for two minor
amendments. One relates to the charging
of fees, and this has became necessary be-
cause of the procedures required to be
followed under the Medibank scheme. We
have no objection to it.

The second amendment-actually the
first in the Bill-tends to make It quite
clear that no political power shall tell a
doctor how to treat a patient. We agree
with this also, and we know why it is in
the Bill. However, I do not believe the
amendment will achieve what the Govern-
ment thinks it will achieve. It is to amend

section 18 of the Hospitals Act which was
amended in 1972. At that time, when we
were in Government, we indicated that
the Minister should, on certain occasions,
be prepared to direct hospitals In regard
to procedures, administration, and the like.
Never at any time was it Intended that
any Government or Political power should
tell a doctor how to treat a patient.

Because of the controversy that developed
over the Tronado machine, and the debate
about this Bill in another place, it appears
this amendment is to overcome any direc-
tion that may be given to a medical prac-
titioner by a Government. The 1972
amendment provided that the Government
could direct a piece of equipment to be
installed in a hospital. However, by no
means could a doctor be directed under
that provision to use equipment on a pat-
ient. We have never looked for this power
under any circumstances and we would
find it reprehensible. So we have no objec-
tion to any of the amendments which the
Government seems to think are necessary.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

in Committee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading
MR O'NEIL (East Melville-Minister for

Works) L10.06 p.m.]: it move-
That the Bill he now read a third

time.
MR j. T. TONKIN (Melville-Leader of

the Opposition) [10.07 p.m.]: It had been
my intention to make some remarks on
the second reading of this Bill, but un-
fortunately I was called out of the Cham-
ber and I was unable to estimate correct-
ly the length of time my colleague would
take to deal with this matter. Fortunately.
I have my opportunity to say on the third
reading what I intended to say on the
second reading.

The aspect of this Bill to which I want
to make some reference is that part of it
in connection with which the Minister in
another place explained the purpose of the
Bill and also that he intended to remove
one part of the parent Act which gave
power to a Minister to direct a doctor how
to treat patients.

There is a world of difference between
directing a doctor how to treat patients,
and directing hospitals to make equipment
available f or doctors who desire to use the
equipment; and I refer to the Tronado
cancer machine.

The action of the doctors on the
various medical boards in making a de-
cision to ban the use of the Tronado
machine, and to prevent from using it
doctors who wanted to use it, in my view
is quite inexcusable.
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Today I telephoned two people. One 'was
a cancer patient who was treated 20
months ago-Bill Dwyer, 20 Years of age,
who had a cancer in his pelvis as big as a
tennis ball. He is employed by the Public
Works Department. I asked him today
how he was, and he said he was perfectly
fit and well. The other person I rang was
the son of a man who is more than 80
years of age and who lives in South
Perth. I propose to give some detail of
both these Cases.

I have a third case to which I will refer
to show how in my opinion the depart-
ment or the Minister should have the
power to ensure that equipment is made
available to doctors who want to use it,
instead of allowing doctors to do as they
like, irrespective of what the Government
thinks ought to be done.

The third case, to which I will refer
first, is the most recent case, and It con-
cerns one of my own electors. The date
of his letter to me Is the 29th September.
this year. This is what he wrote-

Dear Sir,
I have taken the liberty of writing

you with regard to the Tronado Ma-
chine and Cancer as there has been
so much publicity given, and, to you
personally as being responsible for In-
troducing the Tronado Machine, my
deepest gratitude.

After numerous Pathological tests,
my case was proven malignant can-
cer in the throat.

A St. George's Tee. specialist sent
me to Dr Holt who placed me under
the Tronado Machine plus Radio
Therapy.

After four weeks I have been dis-
charged as fully cured (and I feel I
am) but have to report for a check
up in two months' time.

You may use this letter as you wish
so that others may be helped, and I
am prepared to go before any medical
board for examination.

I phoned this gentleman after I received
the letter, and his voice was as strong as
mine, le is over 70 years of age, and he
told me that before he received treatment
on the Tronado he could not talk and
could scarcely swallow. The point to re-
member is that he was referred for treat-
ment by a specialist in St. George's Ter-
race, not by somebody using the machine.
Yet we have a situation where hospital
boards have denied the use of the machine
which the Government owns, because they
believe it should not be used.

NOW I Come to the case of Bill Dwyer,
the young man who was sitting In the
Speaker's Gallery some few weeks ago.
This is the doctor's account. of Dwyer's
condition-

Had felt sciatica for twelve months
extending into his toes. Laparatomy
revealed a mass the size of a tennis

ball indenting the sacrum and ex-
tending through the lesser and greater
sciatic notches to a similar large mass
which occupied the whole buttock.
Biopsy was small cell sarcoma, not
lymphoma. He received VH.F, and
cobalt simultaneously to 2 000 rads. At
three weeks the buttock was clear and
a 5 cm mass could be felt through the
rectum. A further 3 500 rads were
given through a small field directly
over the buttock. After three months--

And this was written in June, 1974. It
continues-

-he is quite well with no pain or dis-
ability. The buttock and pelvis -are
quite clear. Repeated V.H.P, after four
months reveals no energy uptake in
the Pelvis, but strong absorption over
a 10I" band in the chest. X-ray shows
a number of very fine round spots
resembling blood vessels but quite
Peripherally placed. We believe pul-
monary metastasis has been detected
at a very early stage and V.H.F, Is
continuing as the only helpful method
of treatment.

Unfortunately this metastasis developed so
that there was a malignancy there which
threatened his life, and the only treat-
ment-or so I am advised by the doctors-
which could be given to him was treat-
ment on the Tronado. This young man
is now back at work, and he told me this
after-noon he is quite well and that the
trouble from his chest has completely gone.

The other case concerns a man 'who is
over 80 years of age. The particular point
about this man is that he is one of those
cases where It is usually difficult to get
co-operation from the doctors. The doctor
wrote this letter on the 17th April, 1975,
to the gentleman whom I phoned this
afternoon, a matter of some three hours
ago, to find out how his father was. He
told me his father was quite well and had
lust been down to the country for a holi-
day. This Is the letter the doctor wrote
to the son-

Dear Mr Hall,
You have asked me to give you a.

report on your father, Mr James Albert
Hall, age 80, who was referred to me
in May, 1970, with a history of four
months hoarseness of the voice. There
was no cough but his throat was sore.
On examination he was found to have
a white area of leukoplakia on the ant-
erior third of the right vocal chord
and a biopsy was taken which sug-
gested cancer in situ. This means a
very early cancer.

It was decided to treat him by radio-
therapy on the Linear Accelerator. He
had a dose of 6 000 rads. over period
of seven weeks. There was satisfactory
response and the larynx looked clear.
I saw him last in November, 1970,
when his larynx was nrmnal and there
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was no signs of any spread of the
cancer.

He then was referred to me In Nov-
ember, 1974, when I saw him in con-
sultation with other doctors--

I am told there were four specialists, who
examined hin iIn the Repatriation Hospi-
tal. The letter continues-

-and it was apparent that the
growth had recurred as a small white
growth on the anterior end of the right
vocal chord. As he had had extensive
radiotherapy previously, a laryngec-
tomy was considered the best theor-
etical treatment, However, this patient
was then 81 and was not in very good
condition and it was doubtful whether
he would have withstood the operation
and the Postoperative management.
This patient declined to have surgery
and he was referred to me again In
March and I found the tumour had
slightly increased in size but the larynx
was quite mobile and the cancer had
not extended beyond the larynx. As the
only alternative for this patient ap-
peared to be retiring to hospital for
morphia until he died, I agreed that
he could be tried again with small
doses of radiation using the Tronado
machine, which has been found to
have a synergistic effect and enhance
the effect of radiation. This meant
that although he could not tolerate an-
other cancer course of X-ray therapy,
he may be able to be controlled or
cured by a much smaller dose of radia-
tion if this was used in conjunction
with the Tronado V.11.F. radiation.

He has had a first course during
which time his voice has Improved a
great deal and his throat has felt very
comfortable. The vocal chord is white
and slightly swollen and the tumour
has subsided but has not completely
disappeared. The chord is inflamed
and slightly fixed. He has had only
1 500 rads. which is a small amount of
radiation and he has had a number of
exposures of V.11.?. I have advised the
Repatriation Department that he
should rest for three weeks to allow
the small amount of radiation reac-
tion to subside so that he may tolerate
further treatment.

This man Is much better in himself
at this stage and it is hoped to be able
to control this tumour now for a con-
siderable time by continuing therapy.

That was on the 17th April this year.
The son visited me a few months after
that, and told me he was present when
the four specialists told his father he did
not have long to live unless he had an
operation, which may have given him a
chance. He said his father declined to
have the operation and the specialists then
told the son they did not expect his father
to live more than three months. I repeat

that about three hours ago, I was speak-
ing to the son, who told me he was de-
lighted with his father's Condition, that
his voice was strong and that he had no
pain or disability.

Particulars of this case have been sup-
plied to the three doctors who currently
are carrying out an assessment of the
Trronado machine. However, I saw a re-
port mn the newspaper recently that it
is going to be several years before they
come forward with a recommendation as
to whether or not this machine should be
used.

Surely the Government ought to have
the power to say to hospital boards where
there is a machine of this kind, or any
other equipment, 'This is to be made
available to doctors who wish to use it
on patients". There should be no com-
pulsion. The situation now is that there
are doctors prepared to use the eqluipment
at Sir Charles Galrdner hospital, but if
the patient is at that hospital he is not
allowed to be treated on it. So, the only
way the doctor can get him treated on
the machine is to take him out of Sir
Charles Gairdner Hospital, St. John of
God Hospital, or Royal Perth Hospital and
treat him from home. What a ridiculous
situation, in view of the experience so
many of these people have had!

If a longer time were available to me,
I could read at least 20 case histories
similar to the ones I have already quoted.
However, I thought that the Ackley case
was right up to date, as I received a letter
only a few weeks ago. Bill Dwyer was the
first to write to me, and he wrote on the
11th June last year. His first sentence
was,' "Mr Tonkin, I write to thank you for
my life." He explained he had had a
cancer in his pelvis for 12 months and was
suffering excruciating pain.

He was the sixth patient to be treated
on the Tronado machine and now that
young man Is fit and well. That metas-
tasis in the pulmonary region, for which
in the opinion of his doctor the only treat-
ment was on the Tronado machine-with-
out the Tronado, they could offer him no
treatment at all-has cleared up and the
young man is now back at work, fit and
well.

I think it is about time we woke up to
ourselves and told these doctors that if
there are doctors who wish to use the
equipment, and patients who want to be
treated on it, no obstacle should be put in
their way. This is different from what
the Minister said; namely, that whilst the
power is there, it was feared that
Ministers would instruct doctors what
form of treatment they had to give to
their patients. That is not what is in-
tended at all.

I repeat that there are patients who
desire treatment on this machine and doc-
tors who are prepared to treat them, and
no obstacle should be put in the way of
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any of them. That is my purpose in deal-
ing with this matter at this late hour to-
night. I hope more thought will be given
to it. Although I am not going to wait
four or five years, I have complete con-
fidence that when these doctors who are
considering these cases talk to Ackley, to
Bill Dwyer and to Mr Hail and obtain their
ease histories they will speedily make up
their minds that it is time this machine
was made available and used to its fullest
possible extent.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a third time and passed.

INTERPRETATION ACT AMENDMENT
BILL

Second Reading
Debate resumed from the 6th November.
MR BERTRAM (Mt. Hawthorn) [10.27

p.m.]: On the 25th June, 1975, the Fll
Court of the Supreme Court of Victoria
In the case Rex Muldoon v. John Lesley
Johnstone held that there existed a flaw
In certain Victorian legislation analogous
to our Interpretation Act, 1918-1974.
We are told by the Minister that the
various States. recognising the significance
of that decision, are amending their com-
Parable legislation-in this case, particu-
larly section 11 because what this Bill does
is to repeal and re-enact section 11. I think
the Minister's speech gives adequate ex-
planation and it appears also that the
draftsman has satisfactorily met the chal-
lenge presented to him: for those reasons
the Opposition supports the Bill.

Question Put and passed.
Hill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr

O'Neil (Minister for Works), and passed.

DENTAL ACT AMENDMENT BILL
Second Reading

Debate resumed from the 11th Novem-
ber.

MR DAVIES (Victoria Park) r10.31
p.m.]: If members care to look at question
20 asked on the 20th August, 1974, and
question 11 asked on the 8th October,
1974, they will see where I asked the
Government when it would do exactly
what it has done in the Bill before us.
The reply I got at the time was that the
Government hoped to introduce a Bill be-
fore the end of the session: and I took
it that would be the end of the session
last year. Apparently It referred to the
Present session, because the Bill was intro-
duced in the last day or two in the Legis-
lative Council.

It was Introduced with such speed that
It did not appear on the notice paper of
the Council. I have not known that to
happen before.

Mr O'Neil: I have seen a Bill go through
both Houses, without appearing on either
notice paper.

Mr DAVIES: The hoary head of the
Deputy Premier is able to advise me on
matters of which T have no knowledge. I
thank him for this information. In view
of the fact that I asked when the legisla-
tion would be introduced, I am pleased to
see the Government has done what I
wanted it to do.

I have pleasure in supporting the Bill.
On other occasions I1 might give some Idea
of the splendid work that has been done
in this field, as a result of the money sup-
plied by the Australian Government. How-
ever, I will save those comments for
another day.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the repiort adopted.

Third Reading

Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr
O'Neil (Minister for works), and passed.

PAY-ROLL TAX ASSESSMENT
ACT AMENDMENT BILL

Council's Amendment

Amendment made by the Council now
considered.

In Committee

The Deputy Chairman of Committees
(Mr Blaikie) in the Chair; Sir Charles
Court (Treasurer) in charge of the Bill.

The amendment made by the Council
was as follow--

Clause 12, page 31, line 39-Delete
the expression "18" and substitute the
expression "16K".

Sir CHARLES COURT: When this Bill
was before the Chamber I explained there
was a misprint in clause 12, at page 31,
line 39. The Bill was printed with the
figure "16" whereas it should have been
"l6K". It was not something which could
be altered by the Clerks at the Table be-
cause of the nature of the misprint, even
though it was only a printing error.

I undertook to have a change made in
another place, and that has been done by
the Council.

I move-
That the amendment made by the

Council be agreed to.
Question put and passed; the Council's

amendment agreed to.
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Report
Resolution reported, the report adopted,

and a message accordingly returned to the
Council.

JUDGES' SALARIES AND PENSIONS
ACT AMENDMENT BILL

Council's Amendment
Amendment made by the Council now

considered.
In Committee

The Deputy Chairman of Committees
(Mr Crane) in the Chair; Sir Charles

Court (Treasurer) in charge of the Bill.
The amendment made by the Council

was as follows-
Clause 12, page 7, Second Schedule,

Fart 1, Item No. 1, Column 5-Delete
the word "Board" in line three of
paragraph (b) and substitute the word
"Treasurer".

Sir CHARLES COURT: Members will
recall that when this Bill was before the
Chamber I explained that the word
"Board" had been used in the schedule.
That word was taken out of another Act,
but the word should have been "Treasurer"
because in this case there is no board.

At the time I undertook to have the
necessary amendment made when the Bill
was dealt with in another place; and this
has been done. At the same time I would
like to explain that we should have before
us another amendment in connection with
a twin Bill.

I have explained to the Leader of the
Opposition that due to an oversight in
another place, the three stages of that
Bill were dealt with expeditiously and the
amendment we required, to bring the numn-
ber of days in respect of Judges' salaries
in the Salaries arid Allowances Tribunal
Bill down from 15 to nine, was overlooked.
For that I apologise on behalf of the Min-
ister concerned.

We will in due course bring down an
amendment to give effect to that. In the
meantime the position of the judges will
not be prejudiced, except that the number
of sitting days referred to will be greater
than we wanted it to be. I make that
explanation now in order to save time at
a later stage.

I move-
That the amendment made by the

Council be agreed to.
Question put and passed; the Council's

amendment agreed to.

Report
Resolution reported, the report adopted,

and a message accordingly returned to the
Council.

SECURITIES IN4DUSTRY BILL
Council's Amendments

Amendments made by the Council now
considered.

In Committee
The Chairman of Committees (Mr

Thompson) In the Chair; Mr O'Neil (Min-
ister for Works) in charge of the Bill.

The amendments made by the Council
were as follows--

No. 1.
Clause 4, page 8, line 39-Delete

the interpretation "listing rules" and
substitute the following Interpreta-
tion-

",listing rules", in relation to a
stock exchange, means rules
governing or relating to-

(a) the admission to, or
removal from, the list
of the stock exchange
of bodies corporate,
governments, uflin-
corporate bodies or
other persons for the
purposes of the
quotation by the
stock exchange of
securities of bodies
corporate, govern-
ments, unincorporate
bodies or other per-
sons and for other
purposes; or

(b) the activities or con-
duct of bodies cor-
porate, governments,
unincorporate bodies
and other persons
who are admitted to
that list-

whether those rules--
(c) are made by the stock

exchange or are con-
tained in the memor-
andumn of association
or the articles of
association of the
stock exchange; or

(d) are made by another
person and adopted
by the stock ex-
change;

No. 2.
Clause 8, page 20, lines 16 to 22-

Delete paragraph (a) and substitute
the following paragraph-

(a) shall have the same powers
in Western Australia, in
relation to any such books
or bankers' books in Wes-
tern Australia as he would
have had If he had been
authorized under subsection
(1), the reference in that
subsection to this Act were
a reference to that
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declared law, the reference
In that subsection to a
licence were a reference to a
licence within the meaning
of that declared law and
the books or banker's books
were books or banker's books
referred to in that sub-
section; and

No. 3.
Clause 30, page 42, line 5--Insert

a new subelause to stand as sub-
clause (2) as follows-

(2) Where a stock exchange
reprimands, fines, suspends,
expels or otherwise takes dis-
ciplinary action against a mem-
ber of the stock exchange, it
shal forthwith give to the Com-
missioner in writing particulars
of the name of the member, the
reason for and nature of the
action taken, the amount of the
fine (if any) and the period of
the suspension (if any).

No. 4,
Clause 40, page 47, line 24-Add

after subolause (3) the following new
subclause-

(4) Where the Commissioner
imposes, or varies or revokes,
conditions or restrictions under
this section in relation to a
licence granted to a member of
a stack exchange, he shall In-
form the stock exchange and, If
the member Is a partner in a
member firm, the member
:firm.

No. 5.
Clause 51, page 55, lines 1 to 4-

Delete paragraph (d) and substitute
the following paragraph-

Cd) the day on which the trans-
action took place and, If the
transaction did not take
place in the ordinary course
of business at a stock
market, a statement to that
effect;,

No. 6.
Clause 51, page 58, line 20-Add

after aubelause (4) the following new
subelauses--

(5) For the purposes of this
section, a transaction takes
place in the ordinary course of
business at a stock market if it
takes place in Prescribed circum-
stances or Is a transaction that
is a prescribed transaction for
the purposes of this section.

(8) Notwithstanding the pro-
visions of section 6, a person is
not associated with another per-
son for the purposes of this

section by reason only that he

(a) a partner of the other
person otherwise than
by reason that he
carries on a business of
dealing in securities iD
partnership with the
other person;

(b) a director of a body
corporate that carries
on a business of dealing
In securities of which
the other person Is also
a director; or

(c) a director of a body cor-
porate of which the
other person is a direc-
tor, not being a body
corporate that carries
on a business of dealing
in securities.

No, 7.
Clause 52, page 56, lines 20 to 39-

Delete subolause (1) and substitute
the following subalause--

(1) Where a Person who is a
dealer (not being an exempt
dealer).* Investment adviser,
dealer's representative or invest-
ment representative sends cir-
culars or other similar written
communications in which he
makes a recommendation,
whether expressly or by Impli-
cation, with respect to securities
or a class of securities, the first-
mentioned person shall cause to
be included In each circular or
other communication, in type
not less legible than that used
in the remainder of the circular
or other communication, a con-
cise statement of the nature of
any Interest in, or In the acquis-
ition or disposal of, those
securities or securities included
In that class that the first-
mentioned person or a person
associated with him has, or
ought reasonably to know that
he has, at the date on which the
firstmentioned person last sends
the circular or other communi-
cation.

NO. 8.
Clause 52, page 57, line 'U-Delete

the word "and".
No. 9.

Clause 52, page 57, line 13-Delete
the passage 'securities." and sub-
stitute the passage "securities; and".

No. 10.
Clause 52, page 57, line 14-Add

after paragraph (b) of subclause (2)
the following new paragraph-

(c) notwithstanding the provi-
sions of section 6, a person
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is not associated with an-
other person iD relation to
the sending of a circular or
other communication or the
making of a recommenda-
tion by reason only that he
is-

(I) a partner of the
other person other-
wise than by reason
that he carries on a
business of dealing In
securities in partner-
Ship with the other
person;

(iH) a director of a body
corporate that carries
on a business of
dealing In securities
of which the other
person Is also a direc-
tor; or

(ill) a director of a body
corporate of which
the other person is a
director, not being a
body corporate that
carries on a business
of dealing in securi-
ties,

unless the person and the
other person are acting
Jointly or otherwise acting
together or under or in
accordance with an arrange-
ment made between them
in relation to the sending
of the circular or conmmuni-
cation or the making of the
recommendation.

Clause 52, page 58, lines 18 to 21-
Delete paragraph (b) and substitute
the following paragraph-

(b) If the first-mentioned per-
son is a natural person who
carries on business in part-
nership-Is signed by a
partner In the partnership
in the name of the partner
or of the partnership; or.

No. 12.
Clause 52, page 59, lines 1 to 5-

Delete subclause (7) and substitute
the following sublauses-

(7) A stock exchange to which
a copy of a letter, circular or
other communication Is sent
under subsection (6) shall pre-
serve that copy for the period of
seven years next after the day
on which the stock exchange
receives the copy.

(8) A copy of a letter, circu-
lar or other written communi-
cation sent by a person to a
stock exchange or given to the
Commissioner in accordance

'with subsection (5) shall be a
copy that-

(a) if that person is a
natural person who
does not carry on busi-
ness in partnership-is
signed by that person;

(b) if that person is a
natural person who
carries on business in
partnership--is signed
by a partner in the
partnership in his own
name: or

(c) if that person is a body
corporate--is signed by
a director, manager or
secretary of the body
corporate.

No. 13.
Clause 53. page 60, lines 6 to 11-

Delete subolause (4) and substitute
the following sublause--

(4) Subject to subsection (5)
and the regulations, a dealer
who, as principal (otherwise
than by reason only that he is
dealing or entering into a trans-
action on behalf of a person
associated with him) enters
into a transaction of sale or
purchase of securities with &t
person who is not a dealer shall
not charge that Person broker-
age, commission or any other
fee In respect of the trans-
action.

No. 14.
Clause 59. page 69, lines 7 to 11-

Delete subolause (4) and substitute
the following subolause-

(4) For the purposes of sub-
section (2), all moneys received
by a dealer from a client, other-
wise than In respect of broker-
age and other proper charges
or In payment or part payment
for securities delivered to the
dealer before the moneys are
received, shall be deemed to be
held in trust for that client.

No. 15.
Clause 60, page 70, line 21-Add

after subclause (3) the following
new sublauses--

(4) A dealer is not guilty of
an offence against subsection
(1) by reason only that he
withdraws from a trust account
an amount that is the whole
or any part of the amount of
a cheque that has been paid
into the account but that has
not been paid, and has not been
refused payment, by the banker
on which it is drawn.
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(5) Where a dealer withdraws
from a, trust account an amount
that is the whole or any part of
the amount of a cheque that has
been paid into the account but
that has not been paid by the
banker on which it is drawn
and the banker later refuses
payment of the cheque, the
dealer shall forthwith pay into
the trust account by cash or
bank cheque an amount equal to
to the firstmentioned amount.

(6) Where a dealer fails to
comply with subsection (5-

(a) he is guilty of an of-
fence against this Act
and liable to a penalty
not exceeding $1 000 or
imprisonment for a
period not exceeding
six months; and

(b) where the dealer is a
member of a, stock ex-
change, the failure
shall, for the Purposes
of Part IX, be deemed
to be a defalcation by
the dealer.

NO. 18.
Clause 61, page 71, line 1-Delete

the passage "$1 000" and substitute
the passage "$2 000".

No. 17.
Clause 61, page 71, line 19--Delete

the passage "$1 000" and substitute
the passage "$2 000".

NO. 18.
Clause 81, Page 85-Delete all

wards in the clause and substitute
the following-

Deposits to (1) Each sole trader and each
be lodge
by soe member firm shall. lodge and
traders maintain a deposit as required
and bytiPatwtthstcex
member bytiPatwtthstcex
firms, change of which the sole trader

is a member or by which the
firm is recognised.

(2) A deposit referred to in
subsection (1)ts payable out of
moneys in a trust account kept
by the sole trader or member
firm.

(3) An amount paid from a
trust account as, or as part of,
a deposit lodged with aL stock
exchange under this Part con-
tinues to be money in that trust
account notwithstanding that
it is so lodged.

(4) Where a sole trader or
member firm fails to comply
with subsection (1), the sole
trader or each partner in the
member firm (as the case may
be) is guilty of an offence and

liable to a penalty not exceed-
Ing $2 000 or to imprisonment
for a period not exceeding one
year.

No. 19.
Clause 82, page 86-Delete all

words in the clause and substitute
the f ollowing-

~eg~sits(1) The deposit required to
proportion beldged and maniedba
of certain sole trader or member firm
balances. under section 81iIs an amount

equal to two-thirds (or, where
a lesser proportion is prescribed,
that proportion) of the lowest
balance in the trust account
matntatned by the sole trader
or member firm during the
Period of three months ending
on the quarter day last past.

(2) Where a sole trader or
member firm maintains two or
more trust accounts the amount
of the deposit required to be
lodged and maintained by the
sole trader or member firm
under section 81 shall be deter-
mined as if a reference in sub-
section (1) to the balance in
the trust account at any time
were a reference to the aggre-
gate of the balances at that
time in the trust accounts
maintained by that sole trader
or member firm.

(3) Nothing in this Part
requires the lodging or main-
taining of a deposit where, but
for this subsection the amount
of the deposit would be less
than $3 000.

No. 20.
clause 83, page 87, lines 1 to 3-

Delete the Passage "Where a stock
exchange receives a deposit under
section 81. the stock exchange shall
invest the deposit--" and substitute
the passage "Where a stock ex-
change receives a deposit from a
sole trader or member firm~ under
section 81, the stock exchange holds
the deposit upon trust for the sole
trader or member firm and shall
invest the deposit-".

No. 2 1.
Clause 83, page 87, line 37-Add

after subclause (6) the following
new subelause-

(7) The fidelity fund of a
stock exchange shall guarantee
the repayment by the stock ex-
change of the amount of a de-
posit received from a sole trader
or member firm.

No. 22.
clause 98. page 97, lines 3 and 4-

Delete the passage "or to whom a
payment may be made under sub-
section (2) of that section".
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No. 23.
Clause 117, page 114-Delete all

wards in the clause and substitute
the following-

Restric- A person who is not--
tions ona
use of (a) a member of aL stock
titles ecag;o
"stock- ecag;o
broker" (b) a person who is a
and member of, or is a
"share- partner In a partner-

broker", ship that is recognised
as a member firm by a
stock exchange within
the meaning of a de-
clared law-

shall not take or use, or by in-
ference adopt, the name or title
of stockbroker or sharebroker
or take or use or have attached
to or exhibited at any place a
name, title or description Im-
plying or tending to the belief
that he is a stockbroker or a
sharebroker.

No, 24.
Clause 133, page 122, line 21-

Add to clause 133 the following sub-
clauses--

(2) A stockbroker's repre-
sentative who is not the holder
of a dealer's representatives
licence, is not guilty of an of-
fence under this Act by reason
only that he is employed by, or
acts for or by arrangement with,
a person who Immediately be-
fore the commencement of this
Act, was a stockbroker within
the meaning of the Securities
industry Act, 1970, and does an
act on behalf of that person in
relation to a business of deal-
ing in securities carried on by
that person during a period, not
exceeding three months, after
the commencement of this Act
and before the date on which
he becomes the holder of a
dealer's representatives licence,
or his application for a dealer's
representatives license is re-
fused, whichever first occurs.

(3) In subsection (2), "stock-
broker's representative" means
a person who would under the
Securities Industry Act, 1970,
have been a dealer's represen-
tative but for the fact that he
was in the direct employment
of, or was acting for or by ar-
rangement with, a stockbroker
within the meaning of that Act.

(4) A stockbroker's invest-
ment adviser who is not the
holder of an investment advisers
licence, is not guilty of an of-
fence under this Act by reason
only that he is employed by, or
acts for or by arrangement with,

a Person who, immediately be-
fore the commencement of this
Act, was a stockbroker within
the meaning of the Securities
Industry Act, 1970, and in that
capacity performs any of the
functions of an investment ad-
viser during a period, not ex-
ceeding three months, after the
commencement of this Act and
before the date on which he
becomes the holder of an in-
vestment advisers licence, or his
application for an investment
advisers licence is refused,
whichever first occurs.

(5) In subsection (4), "stock-
broker's investment adviser"
means a person who would,
under the Securities Industry
Act, 1970, have been an Invest-
ment adviser but for the fact
that he was in the direct em-
ployment of, or was acting for
or by arrangement with, a
stockbroker within the mean-
ing of that Act.

(6) The Governor may-
(a) by Order in Council

exempt any member of
a stock exchange from
compliance with afl or
any of the provisions
of sections 59 and 60,
subject to such terms
and conditions as are
specified in the Order;
and

(b) by like order, vary or
revoke any order made
under this subsection.

(7) Any reference in this Act
other than In sections 59 and 60
to a trust account shall, unless
the contrary intention appears
in an Order in Council made
under subsection (6). be con-
strued as extending to a trust
account required to be main-
tained by the terms or condi-
tions of such an Order.

(8) Any per-son who, with
Intent to defraud, contravenes
or fails to comply with any term
or condition of an Order made
under subsection (6) that is
applicable to him Is guilty of
an offence and is liable to a
penalty not exceeding $5 000 or
to imprisonment for a period
not exceeding two years, or
both.

(9) Any person who Contra-
venes or falls to comply with
a term or condition of an Order
made under subsection (6) that
is applicable to him is guilty of
an offence. -

Mr O'NEIL: When I arrived at Parlia-
ment House this morning I was rather
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appalled to see the considerable number
of amendments made by the Legislative
Council in which It requested this Cham-
ber to concur. I have had an opportunity
to examine them. Whilst they take up
many pages on the notice paper, In essence
they are amendments to strengthen the
position of the Securities Industry Bill.
and they have come about as a result of
further considerations, particularly by the
stock exchanges and the Ministers of the
various States who form the Corporate
Aff airs Commission.

When the Bill went through this Cham-
ber I indicated that every endeavour would
be made to maintain uniformity, and that
the States which are parties to the Cor-
porate Affairs Commission agreemlenit
would also be introducing mirror legisla-
tion In their respective Parliaments.

Consultations have continued while the
Bill has been passing through this Parlia-
ment. As a result of those consultations
the Minister for Justice moved certain
amendments to which the Legislative
Council agreed. Those amendments are
now before us.

I was able to let the member for Mt.
Hawthorn, who handled the Bill on behalf
of the opposition, have a copy of the pro-
ceedings that took place In the Legislative
Council. Like me, he would not have had
a great deal of time to peruse them. How-
ever, I am sure that with his knowledge
of legislation he will appreciate they are.
in fact, what I have said they purport to
be.

They are purely tidying up arrangements
to ensure that the legislation to control
the securities industry Is similar in all the
States that are parties to the Corporate
Affairs Commission.

I will test the feelings of the Committee
by moving that all the amendments made
by the Council be agreed to. I move-

That the amendments made by the
Council be agreed to.

Mr B3ERTRAM: This Bill was last before
this Committee on the 21st October, 1975,
and at pages 3607 and 3608 of Hansard,
of that date, I said-

it Is the intention of the Govern-
mnent that this Bill be completely uni-
form with the legislation of the other
participating States. The Opposition
can see no point at all in discussing
the Bill further in the Committee stage
or in wasting the time of the Chamber
for the fruitless purpose of proposing
amendments, well knowing in advance
that they will not be accepted. That
would simply be an exercise in futility.

I would add to that and say that it would
also be an exercise in stupidity. What is
happening in this committee at the present
time is that the amendments now pre-
sented to us are a manifestation and a

continuation of the centralism which pur-
ports to be an exercise in federalism. On
that previous occasion I went on to record
the Opposition's protest about the effect
any move by the Opposition to amend the
legislation might have. As the Minister
has indicated previously, and as he has
confirmed this evening, the legislation has
to be Identical with that operating in the
other three participating States.

This proposed system can work only if
there is a system of tame Parliaments, and
if the Opposition in those four various
Parliaments is denied In the upper and
lower Chambers the right to discuss a
measure in a proper manner, and in the
way a Committee should operate.

The effect of this measure in Western
Australia is that the people whom the
Opposition represents--some 300 000 or
more West Australians-are being effec-
tively and completely disfranchised. When-
ever measures of this kind come before us
we protest, but we can do no more. This
Bill has to go through. We have protested
but the Government wants the measure to
go through and there Is absolutely nothing
the opposition can do to effect amend-
ments. Any such attempt at this stage
would be absurd and completely futile.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendments agreed to.

Report
Resolution reported, the report adopted,

and aL message accordingly returned to the
Council.

COMPANIES ACT AMENDMENT BILL
(No. 2)

Council's Amendment
Amendment made by the Council now

considered.
in Committee

The Deputy Chairman of Committees
(Mr Blaikie) in the Chair; Mr O'Neil
(minister for Works) in charge of the Bill.

The amendment made by the Council
was as follows-

Clause 5, page 10, lines 15 to 21-
Delete paragraph (a) and substitute
the following paragraph-

(a) shall have the same powers in
Western Australia in relation
to any such book in Western
Australia as he would have
had if he had been authorized
under subsection (6), the
reference in that subsection to
this Act were a reference to
that declared law and thle
book were a book referred to
In that subsection; and

Mr O'NEIL: I move-
That the amendment made by the

Council be agreed to.
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The Legislative Council has requested the
Legislative Assembly to agree to an amend-
ment which has been passed in the other
Place. The amendment proposes to delete
a paragraph, and substitute a new one.
For the sake of clarity, and because the
Bill is somewhat of a technical nature, I
will refer to the notes which have been
supplied to me.

The amendment to clause 5 seeks to sub-
stitute a new paragraph (a) In the pro-
Posed new subsection (7b) of section '7 of
the principal Act.

The purpose of paragraph (a) of the
Proposed new section '7 (7b) is to enable
a person authorised under a declared law
to Inspect books, or bankers' books, in rela-
tion to a corporation, and to have the samne
powers of inspection in this State as he
has under that declared law.

The amendment seeks to overcome a
technical deficiency in the provisions of
paragraph (a) of the proposed new subsec-
tion, as it Presently appears in the Bill.

As originally drafted, the proposed para-
graph (a) would enable a person so auth-
orised to inspect such books for the pur-
pose of ascertaining whether the Act in
this State is being complied with; for
example, In relation to the foreign or
recognised company provisions contained
In divisions 2A and 3 or part XI of the
principal Act.

But the intention was to enable the
person so authorised to inspect such books
for the purpose of ascertaining whether
the corporation has complied, or is comn-
plying, with the provisions of the declared
law under which such person was origin-
ally authorised to inspect the books relat-
ing to the corporation, and the amendment
seeks to give effect to that intention.

Mr BERTRAM: The Opposition has no
objection to the amendment.

Question Put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

Report
Resolution reported, the report adopted,

and a message accordingly returned to the
Council.

BUILDERS REGISTRATION ACT
AMENDMENT BILLJ

Council's Amendments
Amendments made by the Council now

considered.

In Committee

The Deputy Chairman of Committees
(Mr Crane) In the Chair; Mr O'Neil
(Minister for Works) in charge of the
Eil.

The amendments made by the Council
were as follows,-

No. 1.
Clause 3. page 2, lines 6 to 13-

Delete paragraph (a).

(154)

No. 2.
Clause 3, page 2-Add after line

18 a new paragraph (c) as follows--
(c) by deleting the word

"eight" in line seven of the
Penalty Provision set out at
the end of the subsection
and substituting the word
"twelve".

No. 3.
Clause 4, page 2, lines 20 to 27-

Delete paragraph (a).
No. 4.

Clause 4. Page 2-Add after line
27 a new paragraph (b) as follows--

(b) by deleting the word
"twenty" in line nine of
subsection (la) and substi-
tuting the word "thirty".

No. 5.
Clause 4, page 3, line 9-Delete

the word "Two" and substitute the
word "Four".

No. 6.
Clause 5. Page 3-Delete the

clause.

NO. '7.
Clause 11, page 5. line 24 to page

6. line 13-Delete all the words in
the clause and substitute the fol-
lowing-

Section 12A of the principal Act
is amended-

(a) by repealing subsection (1)
and substituting the follow-
Ing subsections--

(1) Where the Board is
satisfied that any building
work has not been carried
out in a proper and work-
manlike manner by reason
that the building work is
faulty or unsatisf actory
the Board may by order in
writing served on the per-
son who carried out the
building work order him
to-
(a) remedy the faulty or

unsatisfactory building
work within such rea-
sonable time as is
specified in the order;
or

(b) pay to the owner of the
building such costs of
remedying the building
work that is faulty or
unsatisfactory as the
Board considers rea-
sonable in which case
any costs so ordered by
the board constitute a
debt to the owner and
are recoverable by him
in a court of competent
jurisdiction.
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(la) Where, on com-
plaint being made to it by
a person for whom building
work has been carried out,
the Board is satisfied that
in some respect (other than
its being faulty or unsatis-
factory) the building work
has not been carried out in
a proper and workmanlike
manner the Board may.
having regard to the extent
of the failure to carry out
the building work in a pro-
per and workmanlike man-
ner in relation to the whole
of the building work, by
order in writing served on
the person who carried out
the building work order
him to-
(a) remedy the building

work that has not been
carried out in a proper
and workmanlike man-
ner within such reason-
able time as is specified
in the order; or

(b) pay to the person for
whom the building
work was carried out-
(I) such costs of rem-

edying the building
work that has not
been carried out in
a proper and
workmanlike man-
ner as the Board
considers is reason-
able; or

(i) such sum of money
as the Board con-
siders reasonable to
compensate h I m
for the f ailure to
carry out t he
building work in a
proper and work-
manlike manner,

and any costs or sum
of money so ordered to
be paid constitutes a
debt due to the person
to whom it is so order-
ed to be paid and is re-
coverable by him in a
court of competent
jurisdiction.

(1b) The provisions of
subsections (1) and (is) of
this section apply to and
in relation to building work
cardied out by any person,
whether a builder or not,
a n d whether registered
under this Act or not.

(1c) Nothing in para-
graph (A) of subsection (1)
of section four of this Act
precludes a Person who Is

not registered as a builder
under this Act from carry-
ig out an order of the
Board made pursuant to
Paragraph (a) of subsec-
tion (1) or (is) of this
section.;

(b as to subsection (2)-
(1 by deleting the word

"builder" in line one
and substituting the
word "person": and

(ii) by adding af ter the
expression " (1) " in
line two the passage
"or (is)";

(c) as to subsection (4), by de-
leting the word "builder"
in line one and substituting
the word "person"; and

(4) by adding after subsection
(5) the following subsec-
tion-

(6) Nothing in this -sec-
tion has the effect of limit-
ing, restricting or otherwise
affecting any right or rem-
edy a person would have
bad had this section not
been enacted but in hear-
Ing and determining any
matter in which a builder
or other person against
whom or which an order
has been made under this
section and a person for
whom building work has
been carried out are parties
a court may have regard
to any order made by the
Board under this section
and any variation of such
an order made by a magis-
trate under this section.

No. 8.
New Clause-Page 5-insert after

clause 7 a new clause to stand as
clause 8 as follows--

8. Section IQA of the principal
Act is amended by:-

(a) deleting the word
"twenty" in line 13 of
subsection (3) and sub-
stituting the word
"thirty"; and

(b) deleting the word 'Two"
in line one of the Pen-
alty provision set out at
the end of subsection
(4) and substituting the
word "Four".

Mr O'NEIh: I move-
That the amendments made by the

Council be agreed to.
The message from the Legislative Council
contains a total of eight amendments. The
Bill received a fairly expeditious Passage
through this Chamber, but in another
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Place there were considerable discussions
and the debate was adjourned on several
occasions. Consultations were held with
the chairman and the Registrar of the
Builders Registration Board, and consulta-
tions were held between the Minister
handling the Bill in another place, myself,
and the Under-Secretary for Works. There
appeared to be more than a few experts
on the matter of builders registration
legislation. I think it is fair enough that
I should explain precisely the purpose of
the amendments.

Firstly, and most importantly, concern
was expressed that the attempt to redefine
a "dwelling" would have restricted owner-
builders. Apparently, some time ago, when
the proviso was placed in the Act It was
done so advisedly so as not to allow other
than qualified builders to build a house
of more than one storey. However, the
provisions in the Act were unclear and a
number of owner-builders were construc-
ting dwellings of more than one storey.

We attempted to clarify that matter, but
it was pointed out that a number of precut
or prefabricated dwellings consist of more
than one storey. I refer to the type of
holiday cottage, which is elevated some
eight or nine feet on metal stilts. The
living area Is usually on the first floor.
and the area below Is usually taken up
with the laundry, the bathroom, the toilet,
or other facilities. That type of cottage
can be purchased and erected by anyone.

If the Proposed definition had been
altered in the way we originally proposed
it would have been extremely doubtful
whether an ordinary person would be able
to acquire a precut or prefabricated build-
Ing and assemble it himself.

It was determined by the Builders Regis-
tration Board that because of other Provi-
sions in the law which had been tightened
sumfciently to ensure that the purchaser
of a building was adequately protected.
there was no purpose in defining such a
building, which cancelled out the ability
of a person to erect one of the buildings
to which I have referred, Of course, there
is a limitation on the scale of that type
of building. Members will be aware that
an owner-builder who constructs a dwel-
ling for himself is inhibited from selling
that building within a certain period. To
be more correct, he is not allowed to sell
the building within a certain period of
time. However, the occasion does arise
when such an owner-builder does desire
to dispose of his building.

Such a person may have had the work
carried out by subcontractors and skilled
tradesmen, but he elected to be the master
builder in his own right. The situation
now is that the Proposal from the Legisla-
tive Council will remove the amendments
that were made in respect of two-storied
dwellings, and leave the enforcement pro-
visions of the Act sufficiently strong to
prevent anyone being disadvantaged if he

purchases such a dwelling. In fact, amend-
ments Nos. 1, 3, and 6, all cover these
particular provisions.

Amendment No. 2 simply increases the
penalty for delays from, I think, $8 a day
to $12. Amendment No. 4 increases the
value of a building which may be under-
taken by an unregistered person from
$20 000 to $30 000.

Amendment No. 5 Increases the penalty
for obtaining a building license under false
pretences from $200 to $400.

Amendment No. 8 deletes the existing
clause 5 and replaces it with a much
stronger clause. This provision is for the
control over builders vested in the board.
It extends the Power of the board to en-
sure that even an unregistered builder who
carries out work which is found to be
unsatisfactory can be held liable for any
deficiencies in that work. Again, that clause
contains references also to increasing the
value of the work which may be done by
an unregistered builder from $20 000 to
$30 000, and It increases the penalty for
making a false declaration from $200 to
$400.

Question Put and passed: the Council's
amendments agreed to.

Report
Resolution reported, the report adopted.

and a message accordingly returned to the
Council.

DOG BILL
Second Reading

MR RUSHTON (Dale-Minister for
Local Government) [11.05 p.m.]: I move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

This Hill is the culmination of many
year's consideration by many Interested
parties in an endeavour to produce ade-
quate legislation for the control of dogs.

The exercise has been a very diffcult
one because of the differing and sometimes
conflicting views of those concerned about
the dog problem. Some advocated the most
stringent control measures whilst others
took a more tolerant view.

For instance, a suggestion was made
that all dogs not kept in licensed kennels
should have to be sterilised. Another Pro-
posal was that a person, in addition to
registering a dog, should be obliged to
seek a Permit to own a dog. How-
ever, such Proposals were not generally
favoured and have not therefore been
included.

There is no doubt that the dog problem
has become one of some public concern.

I believe that we must recognise the
right of responsible People to enjoy the
ownerships of dogs whilst acknowledging
the need for adequate measures to be
available to enforce proper control against
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those who do not fully accept their own
responsibilities.

In this Bill we have attempted to provide
a reasonable balance between these two
points of view,

It is our Intention to defer final con-
sideration of this Bill until the autumn
sitting In 1976 to give all those interested
the opportunity to examine it critically.
Prior to its reintroduction at that time, I
will be prepared to give consideration to
any proposals for amendment which
may come forward. Already, I have In-
dicated to a number of organisations that
they have until the 1st February, 1976,
to make any submissions for this purpose.

I want to assure all members that 1
will welcome any constructive proposals
to improve this proposed legislation '

In the past, considerable personal in-
terest has been taken by members In
amendments to the Dog Act. No doubt
there will again be differing points of view.

I hope this Bill will proceed on a co-
operative basis. I will appreciate mem-
bers, organisations, or individual persons,
letting me have their submissions on or
before the 1st February, 1976.

The major purpose of the Bill Is to
place greater responsibility on owners to
control their dogs.

Identification of dogs, provision for on-
the-spot fines and appropriate penalties
are part of these proposed control mea-
su1res.

I now want to explain briefly some of
the features which distinguish this Bill
from the current flog Act.

Clause 10 (1) gives power for the Gov-
ernor to make uniform and draft model
by-laws. Clause 48 then provides that
any such uniform by-laws may be applied
to any council district or part of a dis-
trict.

The SPEAKER: Will the Minister re-
sume his seat? The other night I men-
tioned that Ministers should be careful
they do not read out unnecessary, detail
referring to clauses in their second read-
ing speeches. If amendments desire full
recognition in a second reading speech.
this should be done In general debate and
not in Committee note form.

Mr RUSHTON: I will comply with your
request, Sir.

The Bill provides that regulations may
be made to permit aL registration period
of greater than the standard 12 months
set out in the Bill.

It gives councils the right to cancel-
or refuse to renew-the registration of a
dog where the owner has twice been con-
victed of offences during the preceding 12
months or where the dog is found to be
destructive or dangerous, etc.

Where a council cancels, or refuses to
renew, the registration of a dog, it will
have the option of destroying or selling

or otherwise disposing of it, as Is appro-
priate.

The Bill provides the same alternatives
where a dog found wandering at large
has been seized but not claimed by the
owner. Likewise, where a court is em-
powered to authorise the destruction of
a dog, it may follow an alternative course.

Also, it will require an owner to attach
his name and address to the collar of his
dog. This will facilitate the return of
straying dogs direct to their owners and
the Imposition of on-the-spot fines.

It lays down the right of any person to
keep at least two dogs. However, subject
to this provision, councils will be em-
powered to limit the number of dogs and
require licensed kennels in certain circum-
stances.

it is proposed that where a dog found
wandering at large is seised by an auth-
orised person, that person will have the
alternative of returning it direct to the
owner or impounding it whereupon it may
be claimed within the specified time.

Power will be given to authorised per-
sons to enter private property but only
with the consent of the owner or occupier,
or by authority of a warrant from a jus-
tice of the peace.

The Bill authorises controlled baiting
for lawful purposes but makes indiscrimi-
nate baiting an offence.

it will be an offence if a dog kept on
premises is allowed to become a nuisance
to other people. Authority is also pro-
vided for a council to issue notices requir-
ing nuisances to be abated.

The Bill provides that regulations be
made prescribing modified penaltles-on-
the-Spot fines--for any offence against the
provisions of the Bill. It Will also al-
low councils to set modified penalties
for offences against their by-laws.

In conclusion, I would like to pay tri-
bute to the late Mr Fred Rogowsky, a
very dedicated officer who played a big
part in the work of this committee and
in bringing the result of that work to
fruition. Unfortunately, Mr RogowskY
passed on early this year and the burden
of this legislation was carried on by other
officers. However, I wanted to mention
the work of this man In particular. I
commend the Bill to the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr
Moiler.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT
AMENDMENT BILL (No. 4)

Second Reading

MR RUJSHTON (Dale-Minister for
Local Government) [11.12 p.m.]: I move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

This Bill provides for amendments to the
Local Government Act which will be-
come necessary as a consequence of the
Bill to repeal and re-enact the Dog Act.
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At present, the Local Government Act
confers certain powers on councils to make
by-laws for the control of animals, in-
cluding dogs.

It is considered desirable for legisla-
tion dealing with dog control to be con-
tained In the one Statute.

The Local Government Act provisions
are covered adequately in the Bill to re-
enact the Dog Act.

This Bill therefore proposes to amend the
Local Government Act by-

(I) Deleting the reference to dogs in
section 191 which presently gives
councils the power to make by-
laws to regulate, prohibit, or re-
quire a license for the keeping of
dogs and cage birds for breeding
purposes.

(ii) Repealing section 207 which gives
councils by-law making power to
regulate the manner in which
dogs must be kept and controlled.

(111) Excluding dogs from the by-law
making power conferred by sec-
tion 243 dealing with straying
animals and the destruction of
animals suffering from a contagi-
ous or infectious disease.

I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr

Mailer.

PROSECUTION OF BAYMIS UGLE
Inquiry by Select Committee: Motion~

Order flischarged
%M 3. T. TONKIN (Melville-Leader of

the Opposition) [ 11. 14 p.mi.]:, I move-
That Order of the Day No. 24 be

discharged from the notice paper.
Question put and passed.
Order discharged.

OPENING OF PARLIAMENT
Amendment of Standing Order No. 301:

Motion
Debate resumed, from the 8th October,

on the following motion by Mr A. Rt.
Tonkn-

That Legislative Assembly Standing-
Order No. 30 be amended by inserting
after the word "House" in line 3 the
passage "or with such Members of the
House as shall think fit so to do".

MR O'NEIL (East Melville-Minister for
Works) [ 11.15 P.m.]: The Government
does not propose to agree to the motion
moved by the member for Morley. It is
quite a simple motion and does not re-
quire much explanation. The Standing
Orders provide that when you, Mr Speaker,
are called to another place to hear His
Excellency the Governor address the
members of Parliament as to the reasons
for the calling together of the Parliament,
you and the members of this House sh-ould
attend upon His Excellency. The motion

moved by the honourabie member proposes
to alter that Standing order so &hat it will
read, "or with such Members of the House
as shall think fit so to do".

I have always been under the impression
that the Standing orders essentially are a
guide to the behaviour of members in this
House, and to the conduct of debate. I
have known a number of occasions when
members have not attended on His Excel-
lency in another place in order to hear his
address to members.

Mr Bertram: Did you say, "have not
attended"?

Mr O'NEIh: Yes. I have not known of
any penalties Imposed upon them by this
House or by any other House for not so
doing. I can see no purpose at all in np-
porting the motion because I can see
nothing which will prevent the honourable
member from doing on future occasions
what he chose to do on the occasion of
the opening of this Parliament. if he feels
he should not pay respect to Her Majesty's
representative as do other members, it Is
his business and upon his head.

Mr Bertram: What makes you think all
other members will?

MR SAMIESON (Welshpaol-Deputy
Leader of the Opposition) [11.17 p.m.]:
I do not think the matter is quite as
simple as that. Our Standing Orders
should not contain instructions other than
those given to help Mr Speaker or the
Chairman of Committees. Standing order
30 is a directive for something to take
place outside this Chamber and as a conse-
quence I very much favour the motion.

I agree with the Deputy Premier that
members have not attended previously;
if they have not been sworn in, are not
present at the time or are sick, nobody
seems to take any notice. However, this
Standing Order represents an instruction
which I do not think we should be obliged
to obey. We should be able to choose
what we should do, because after all is
said and done the speech is readily avail-
able for us when we return to this Cham-
ber and if we wish, we can see when we
return what the Government has put In
the Governor's mouth, and what legislative
programme is planned.

For that matter, it probably would be
better if we remained here rather than
leaving visitors sitting in an empty Cham-
ber; the speech is broadcast from the
other Place, and we could listen to It here.
That would be preferable to the procedure
we now go through. It is high time we
brought this Standing Order into line with
general thinking. I support the motion.

MR B. T. BURKE (Balga) [11.19 p.m.]:
I wish to make one or two brief comments
in relation to this motion. It will be ob-
vious to most members that the Minister's
logic in relation to this matter is very
faulty. To prove the point, I refer mem-
bers to one of my early experiences in
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this place, when the House was discussing
in 1974 a move to allow the appointment
of an extra member to the Community
Recreation Council.

At that time, I pointed out that the
flexibility allowed to the Minister was
desirable, and that the Minister could
be relied upon not to appoint, for example,
his secretary to the council. The Minis-
ter told mne--quite rightly, I now believe-
that that was faulty legislation because
legislation should be specific.

The minister based his rejection of the
motion moved by the member for Morley
on the fact that the sanctions which seem
applicable against people who ignore this
Standing Order have not in the past been
invoked, and that there Is very little
likelihood in the future that they will be
so invoked. If on the previous occasion
my performance was faulty in that the
legislation I supported was badly drafted,
by the same token the Minister's argu-
ment tonight was equally faulty.

Surely It Is not sufficient to say that a
bad law or rule shall persist because no
sanctions are invoked against those who
break those laws or rules. But that is
Just what the Minister has said: he has
said that those members of this House
who choose not to obey the command to
attend upon the Governor in another
Place will not be acted against. If that
is the Minister's attitude, it is nonsensical
to say those breaches are condoned be-
cause no action is taken against the people
who committed. them. His logic is very
faulty.

MR SKIODMORE (Swan) [11.22 p.m.]:
I support the motion moved by the member
for Morley. I take strong exception to the
wording of Standing Order 30. One of the
most useless exercises I have ever under-
taken as a member of Parliament was to
walk from this chamber to another place
to hear the Governor give me what he
felt to be the reasons the Parliament
should continue to deliberate on the
affairs of the Western Australian people,
and then to return to this Chamber only
to receive a copy of the speech.

This is a classic example of feudalistic
tradition; it is one of those old rules which
has stood the test of time. However, it is
about time some of these sacred cows were
overthrown and we adopted a more real-
istic, modern approach to the running of
this Parliament. I could have obtained
as much benefit running around the lawns
of Parliament House as walking to the
Council Chamber to hear the Governor's
Speech.

I take note of the Deputy Premier's
statement that if a member chooses not
to attend, he will not be called to task.
But that is not the problem; the problem
is that members of this House are com-
manded to attend the other Chamber. I
wholeheartedly support the motion.

MR BERTRAM (Mt. Hawthorn) (11.24
P.m.): Standing Order 30 reads-

On the receipt of the Message to
attend the Governor to hear his
Speech, the Speaker with the House
shall attend at the place appointed
by the Governor.

If the motion Is carried, it will read-
On the receipt of the Message to

attend the Governor to hear his
Speech, the Speaker with the House
or with such Members of the House
as shall think fit so to do shall attend
at the Place appointed by the Gov-
ernor.

The word "shall" Is mandatory, and under
the present Standing Order, every mem-
ber must attend the other Place to hear
the Governor's Speech. I think the Deputy
Premier gave a very poor reply when he
said, "Well, while It is mandatory, you
can ignore that law". I should have thought
that as it is mandatory, members should
have to comply with the law and that
those who did not could find themselves
in contempt of Parliament.

I do not believe any member should be
forced into that position when It could
easily be avoided. The motion mnoved by
the member for Morley provides a simple,
straightforward solution to the problem.
I should like to know why members of
this Chamber should be obliged to traipse
up to the other place-in fact, com-
pulsorily forced to attend, because that is
what the Standing order says--to listen
to the Governor's Speech, while members
nf the other place do not have to attend
at all but can walk out as soon as the
Assembly members arrive, If they so desire.
Does that seem to be fair?

Mr O'Neil. I think historically this
arose at the insistence of the House of
Commons that they be commanded to go
to the other place.

Mr Skidmore: But we are not a House
of Commons.

Mr O'Neil: I said "historically".
Mr BERTRAM: I believe the rule had its

origin at a time when we did not have
the ability to communicate between one
Chamber and the other as we can today.
As I understand it, the Governor's Speech
can be heard simultaneously in this
Chamber, by means of the public broad-
cast system.

Mr Thompson: It Is also shown on
television. Do we stay home to watch it?

'Mr B. T. Burke: So is Sesame Street.
Mr BERTRAM: Ordinary common sense

would suggest to me that since it is now
1WIS, those who wish to hear the Gov-
ernor's Speech may do so merely by re-
maining in this Chamber. We should avail
ourselves of that ability to do so; we should
not have to march up to the Legislative
Council, compulsorily and mandatorily.
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like some sort of Sunday school outing; I
think it is quite demeaning and unneces-
sar in the year 1975.

We know the cause of this motion, and
it Is a Perfectly valid and Justifiable one.
I think on at least two occasions now, the
Governor has felt obliged to attack the
Australian Labor Party during the course
of his speech. He has a captive audience
in the members of the Legislative Assem-
bly, who have no fight to object or to do
anything about the remarks in a sensible
and proper manner, or to interject . That
is a thoroughly unfair and improper pro-
cedure which embarrasses any right-think-
Ing, fair-minded Governor.

Mr Jamieson. It embarrassed the last
two Governors.

Mr Skidmore-. It insulted my intelli-
gence.

Mr BERTRAM: It embarrasses members
of the Australian Labor Party when their
colleagues either here or in another Par-
liament are attacked; It Is grossly unfair
to attack people in their absence.

Mr Jamieson: And Governors have let
people know they do not like doing what
they have to do.

Mr BERTRAM: That is so. In the
future, instead of forcing members of the
Labor Party to act against the law, It is
a proper move to revise the law and alter
Standing Order 30 in the manner proposed
by the member for Morley in order to al-
low members of this Chamber to exercise
a discretion as to whether or not they
should attend the other Chamber.

They should not be forced to break the
law; in effect, some already have been
forced in that direction and the probabili-
tics are that others will be forced into that
predicament in the future.

Whenever we have laws which do not
receive the support of the people, we have
problems. I refer members to the SP book-
making legislation which caused the police
to be ridiculed and to come into odium
until such time as the Parliament intro-
duced more acceptable legislation, capable
of enforcement.

This is an analagous situation. Members
of the Labor Party will not be placed in
the position of being belted around the
ears by the Premier, per medium of His
Excellency the Governor. Ta attack some-
one in this way is a form of cowardice,
and Is embarrassing.

Mr Jamnieson: It is a form of brain-
washing.

Mr BERTRAM: There is nothing mneri-
torious about it at all. We are acting in a
lawful manner in this motion. The Gov-
ernment should accept it as a fact of life
that these situations will recur. We want
to avoid that happening and I urge mnem-
bers to support the motion which seems to
be the sensible way round the denoupment,
which will occur again early next year

unless this motion is carried. I support the
motion.

AIR A. B.. TONKIN (Morley) (11.30
p.m.]: In reply I thank the members for
their contributions to the debate on this
motion. I do not think I can add any
more to what has been said by the member
for Mt. Hawthorn. It is quite absurd for
the Deputy Premier to Say that the Stand-
Ing Order should remain as It Is, In fact,
he admits that no notice need be taken of
It and It will not be invoked. In my opin-
ion this puts the law into disrepute. If it
Is not Invoked it is not right and proper
that the representatives of the people
should trudge, cap In hand, as did the
feudal people In centuries gone by, to their
sovereign. In a very real sense they felt
inferior, and they were reminded they were
Inferior to the sovereign.

That Is certainly not my concept of
democracy In 1975 and I believe this
archaic tradition should be changed. I will
not be dogmatic and say that no member
should go to the place appointed by the
Governor, but it should be at the discre-
tion of the members concerned. That Is
why the Opposition, as is customary with
the Labor Party, wishes to move forward
with the times. We do not wish to retain
forever that medieval practice, and that is
the reason we have moved this motion.

Question Put and a division taken with
the following result-

Mr Barnett
Mr Bateman
Mr Bertram
Mr B. T. Burke
Mr T. J. Burke
Mr Davies
Mr Fletcher
Mr Hartrey

Mr Bisilcie
Sir Charles Court
Mr Cowen
Mr Coyne
Mr Grayden
Mr Grewer
Mr P. V. Jones
Mr McPharlin
Mr Mensaro
Mr O'Connor
Mr Old

Ayes
Mr H. I). Evans
Mr Harnman
Mr McIer
Mr T. D. Klaus
Mr Canr
Mr Bryce
Mr T. ff. Jones

Ayes--iS
Mr Jsmieson
Mr May
Mr Skridmore
Mr Taylor
Mr A. Rt. Tonkin
Mr .1. T. Tonkiin
Mr Mailer

(Telle)
Hoes--21

Mr O'Nel
Mr Rushton
Mr Shalders

Mlr Gibson1
Mr Sodeman
Mr Stephens
Mr Tubby
Mr watt
Ur Young
Mr Clarke

Pairs
Noes

Mr Ridge
Mrs Craig
Mr Laurance
Mr Crane
Mr Thompson
fl- Didour
Mr Nanovich

(Teller)

Question thus negatived.
Motion defeated.

MARKETING OF LAMB ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading
MR STEPHENS (Stirling3 [11.36 p.m.J:

I move-
That the Bill be now read a second

time.
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I believe the amendment contained In this
Bill Is In the best Interests of the producers
and is consistent with National Country
Party policy and the stand taken by the
party In February of this year when, as Is
common knowledge, the State council car-
fled a motion supporting the stand of the
member for Mt. Marshall and agreeing to
his withdrawal from the coalition Govern-
ment, If necessary.

Furthermore, It Is consistent with my
election Promise of Putting the interests of
the electorate before party politics.

The Issue of marketing of mutton In one
form or another has been before the House
on several occasions In the life of the pres-
sent Gpovernment. and is an issue that no-
one would have foreseen as generating
much beat.

It Is interesting to review the debates
that took place when the Marketing of
Lamb Bill was being debated in 1971. Part
IV of the Act was barely mentioned and
no-one envisaged the Political Problems
which have arisen. The then Minister for
Agriculture Indicated that part IV of the
Act would be proclaimed after the Western
Australian Lamb Marketing Board had
established Itself and Proven its commer-
cial ability.

As I have said, the lack of debate on this
Point clearly indicates Its general accept-
ance, and no-one foresaw the political
Interference that was to follow. Although
there is still an active campaign among the
diehards to discredit the Lamb Marketing
Board, there is no doubt that it is well
established with a proven ability and has
been accepted by the great majority of pro-
ducers.

This is easy to understand when It is
realised that since 1971, Western Australia
has increased its lamb exports from 14
per cent to 47.7 per cent of Its total pro-
duction, while every other State has shown
a decrease.

South Australia Is down to 16.8 Per cent;
New South Wales 3.9 per cent; and Vic-
toria 7.2 Per cent of the respective States'
total production.

Notwithstanding the very large Percen-
tage of Western Australian production
that is being exported, on a general basis.
Prices compare very favourably with all
the Eastern States.

To make a more specific comparison
between Western Australia and South
Australia, during the 1974 export season,
as everyone knows, the Western Australian
Lamb Marketing Board secured through
a licensed exporter a contract to supply
lambs to Iran. This contract enabled the
board to return to producers In Western
Australia a price average of not less than
2C a Pound. At the same time a South
Australian company took a similar con-
tract to the same market at a similar c.i.f.
Price. However, producers in South Aus-
tralia received considerably less for their
lambs.

Quite obviously the board has proven
Itself and yet when it sought to have part
IV gazetted this was denied and the board
found itself in the centre of a political
argument. I will not traverse the history
of that Incident as this has been well
covered in previous debates. However, it is
clear that the board withdrew from the
political arena, and my Information Is that
it will not again Place itself In a similar
Position. I leave It to members to assess
the reasons, but I believe they are obvious.

I realise that at the moment the board
is not interested in dealing In mutton and
hogget. and this is one reason that I
believe now is the appropriate time to
review this section of the Act. I am also
alarmed at a Press statement in The Wist
Australian of the I11th October, 1976, attri-
buted to the Australian Meat Board
representative, Mr J. P. Dempster. That
Press statement reads as follows--

Disastrous meat surplus predicted.
I will now Just quote a few paragraphs
from the newspaper article as follows--

A big surplus early next year could
turn WA's mutton market into a dis-
aster, according to the State's rower
representative on the Australian Meat
Board, Mr J. P. Dempster.

He said WA farmers would have a
record 7.5 million sheep to sell in the
next 12 months and the market out-
look was not bright.

"I am worried about the situation
and particularly the effect on grower
returns in the face of rising produc-
tion costs," he said.

Mr Dempster has made a report on
the situation to the meat board.

That causes concern, but the situation
with regard to shipping wethers Is bad
enough right now. However, last week a
farm~er in the Nyabing district indicated to
me that he had offered a consignment of
large wethers and he was offered $4.20
each for them on the farm. He refused
this price and out of curiosity he slaugh-
tered one and weighed It. It weighed over
100 pounds. Members will realise from
that that the price he had been offered
for these large wethers was very low.

In contrast to this a visitor, who re-
cently returned from New Zealand, advised
me that during the winter period in that
country mutton sold at a price not less
than $A1O per head.

It is clear that the prospects for the
future are not bright, and the Goverrnent
should be taking the initiative in an en-
deavour to forestall what could be ruinous
mutton prices. I am not saying acceptance
of this amendment will help, but It would
allow the Lamb Marketing Board an op-
portunity to be involved and follow
through with any Inquiries that may arise
during the negotiations on the sale of
lamb.
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At the moment section 24 subsection (1)
of the Act allows the board to approach
the Minister with a request to proclaim
part IV of the Act and also to specify the
Period or periods for which the board will
deal in sheep or sheep products. But it is
seen that the implementation of this sec-
tion requires Government approval.

This amending Bill seeks to replace that
section in its entirety so that the decision
whether or not to trade in sheep meats
is entirely one for the board. It will not
have to approach the Minister but it will
enable It to publish in the Government
Gazette the period or periods in which it
will handle sheep or sheep products.

Recently the Minister for Agriculture
stated that the members of the Lamb Mar-
keting Board were responsible people. I
heartily agree with that comment and add
that also they have a record of proven
ability. Why not then leave the decision
entirely to their commercial judgment in
the interests of the producers of Western
Australia?

I am encouraged to think that the
Premier will support this Bill, particularly
as during the Greenough by-election he
stated that the Liberal Party supported
orderly marketing.

Mr Bertram: Does this Bill conform with
National Country Party policy?

Mr STEPHENS: If the member for Mt.
Hawthorn had heard my opening remarks
he would know that it does. It is
the policy of the National Country Party,
to which I belong, and it is the policy I
believe in.

Mr B. T. Burke: That is the true blue
junta and not the party itself.

Mr STEPHENS: This Bill clearly is an
extension of orderly marketing but on a
noncompulsory acquisition basis.

The Premier has also indicated his op-
position to unnecessary Government inter-
ference in people's affairs. Again the Bill
satisfies that condition.

Having created a board with grower
control to look after a farmers' com-
modity, the acceptance of this amend-
ment will mean that the decision will be
made entirely by that board without any
Government interference.

I commend the Hill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Old

(Minister for Agriculture).

STATE FORESTS
Dledicationt as National Parks: Motion
Debate resumed, from the 15th October,

on the following motion by Mr H. D.
Evans~

In the opinion of this House the
Government should Proceed Immedi-
ately with the selection and designa-
tion of substantial areas of forest
throughout the State to be conserved
In perpetuity as natural forest

in the form of national Parks, and
that the following considerations
should determine the dedication of
such areas--

(a) that the number, size and
security of forest national
parks should be increased;

(b) that the size of proposed
national parks should be
commnensurate with the en-
vironmental significance of
the forest: and

(c) that in the terms of the Con-
servation Through Reserves
Committee Report, the En-
vironmental Protection Auth-
ority, the Conservator of
Forests, the West Australian
Wildlife Authority and the
National Parks Hoard of W.A.
should be represented on the
committee to select the areas
of such reserves.

MR O'NEIL (East Melville-Minister
for Works) (11.45 p.m.]: The motion
moved by the member for Warren In es-
sence suggests that a special department
be established in order to make recom-
mendations to set aside certain areas of
forests which would become national
parks.

The honourable member made some
comments about forest management and
the like and to the service being done in
respect of national parks. However, if he
understood-and I am sure he did be-
cause he was formerly the Minister for
Forests-the purpose of forest manage-
ment, he would appreciate that the setting
aside of large tracts of our forests for the
purpose he determined would not, in fact,
be conducive to adequate forest manage-
ment.

Firstly, it must be realised that we are
not overly blessed with large areas of
forest country, and that any move to set
aside areas that cannot be used in an
overall forestry programme would cer-
tainly militate against the programme. In
fact, the Policies he espouses are in direct
contradiction to the hardwood general
working plan No. 85, approved by the
Governor-in-Council in February, 1972, on
the recommendation of the member for
Warren himself, when he was Minister for
Forests.

It has been pointed out to me that the
definition of "multiple-use management"
of our forests is contained in the United
States Multiple-Use Sustained Yield Act
Of 1960. It is important that members
be made aware Of the provisions of that
Act. They are as follows--

The management of all the various
renewable surface resources of the
national forests so that they are
utilised in the combination that will
best meet the needs of the American
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people: making the most judicious
use of the land for some or all of these
resources or related services over areas
large enough to provide sufficient
latitude for periodic adjustments in
use to conform to changing needs and
conditions: that some land will be used
for less than all of the resources:
and harmonious and co-ordinated
management of the various resources,
each with the other, without impair-
ment of the productivity of the land,
with consideration being given to the
relative values of the various resources,
and not necessarily the combination
of uses that will give the greatest
dollar return or the greatest unit out-
put.

The honourable member is understandably
absent, and we know the reason, I do not
propose to proceed with a great diatribe
on the proposition. Suffice it to say 'that
if we were to agree to his motion which is
designed to set aside large areas of our
forestry country under a very strict con-
trol, such as those controls stipulated for
national parks, we would, in fact, be re-
moving from multiple-use forest manage-
ment programmes very large areas of our
forest resource and that resource, as I
have indicated before, is not overly large.

The motion may be commendable in its
theory, but certainly would militate
against what our own Forests Department
is endeavouring to do to maximise the
use of our forestry products. No-one in
the Chamber has any criticism at all of
the way in which the foresters of Western
Australia have managed this great re-
source.

I have always understood that the Con-
servator of Forests, by virtue of the
Forests Act, has a unique position in this
State, a position which is shared to a
large degree by the Commissioner of Main
Roads. I have always understood, although
I have not checked, that these people
have powers vested in them over and
above those which are normally vested
in ordinary public servants. Particularly
does this apply to the Conservator of
Forests. There are provisions contained
in the Statutes appointing these people
which make it extremely difficult for them
to be removed by a Government which
feels they might not be doing the right
thing. There is a great deal of power
and responsibility vested in the Conserva-
tor of Forests.

We have been served well by conserva-
tars in the past, and certainly the pro-
grammes which the honourable member
himself has promoted and had approved
by the Governor-in-Counci for the
management of our forest resources have
been accepted generally as a very good
move indeed.

Despite all the goodwill in the world,
the motion proposed by the honourable
member militates against the very pro-

gramme of multiple use of our forests
which he himself sponsored.

We oppose the motion.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr

Jamnieson (Deputy Leader of the Opposi-
tion).

EDUCATION ACT
Disallowance o/ Regulation: Motion
Debate resumed, from the 23rd April,

on the following motion by Mr T. D.
Evans-

That subregulatlon 2, paragraph (b)
of regulation 120 made under the Edu-
cation Act, 1928-1974, published in the
Government Gazette on the 31st day
of January, 1975 and laid on the
Table of the H-ouse on the lath day
of March, 1975 be and is hereby dis-
allowed.

MR GRAYDEN (South Perth-Minister
for Labour and Industry) [11.50 p.m.]:
A long time has elapsed since the member
for Kalgoorlie moved the motion and I do
not think members are familiar with his
speech. Perhaps, In the circumstances, I
should just read the departmental ex-
planation. It is as follows-

"dSick Leave" is provided where an
employee is absent from his work
through illness and enables him to
continue receiving salary or wages
while so absent. It is a provision pro-
tecting workers from loss of pay if
absent from work through sickness.
Sick leave and sick leave credits can
only apply, therefore, to people who
would otherwise lose salary through
absence from work if the sick leave
entitlements did Rot exist.

The above situation does not apply
to student teachers.

Almost 2 000 of the students taking
teacher education courses are in re-
ceipt of no assistance through the
Education Department, are under no
obligation to the Department and are
not in any way affected by sick leave
entitlements or sick leave credits. This
has always been the case with inde-
pendent or unbonded students since
the Education Department has no re-
cord of them during their years of
training,

The remaining 3 500 students on
teacher education courses have
Teacher Education Scholarships,
which involve a bond. The Depart-
ment does not regard a scholarship as
a salary and stoppages are not made
In students' allowances If they are
absent for any reason. In fact, the
Education Department is not informed
of student absences. The concept of
sick leave thus has no relevance in
the present situation.
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If the provision of sick leave for
students Is re-included in the Educa-
tion Regulations, the situation would
arise that.-

(1) only students on the records
of the Department, that is, in
receipt of Scholarships would
be eligible for sick leave and
the accumulation of sick
leave credits:

(2) no student would lose any of
his sick leave credits during
training since no record of
absences Is supplied to the
Education Department. it
must be realised that the five
teachers' colleges, the Uni-
versity of Western Australia,
Murdoch University, and the
Western Australian Institute
of Technology are all autono-
mous institutions not bound
by Departmental procedures
and particularly in maintain-
Ing records and notifying the
Department of absences of
students;

(3) students under bond would
thus start their teaching ser-
vice with 30 days' (three-year
trained) or 40 days' (four-
year trained) sick leave
credits on full pay and half
as much again on half pay
while unbonded students
would have no such bonus.

As the number of unbonded students
studying for teaching is increasing
each year the retention of the old
regulation would result in a small core
of students beginning their teaching
careers with a benefit not shared by
all. And no argument can exist to sus-
tain a position that unbonded students
should be given a concession of 30 or
40 days' sick leave credits on full pay
on taking up their first appointment.
if Parliament thought such a situation
reasonable, then it should be extended
so that all Government employees
should start work for the Government
with 10 days' sick leave credit for
every year they spent in a training
course related to their job.

I am quite certain that had the member
for Kalgoorlie been here he would realise
that there is no case for disallowing the
regulation,

Question put and negatived.
Motion defeated.

FIRE BRIGADES ACT AMENDMENT
BILL

Second Reading: Defeated
Debate resumed from the 15th October.
ME. ONEIL (East Melville-Minister for

Works) U1.55 p.m.]: Besides this Bill
there is also on the notice paper a motion
which I understand Is still sub Judice

because a case related to the Issues before
us at the moment is currently in the
courts. However, the honourable member
has, by virtue of the provision that no
matter before the court can be regarded
to inhibit the introduction of legislation,
used the device of attempting to amend
the Fire Brigades Act in order to air cer-
tain matters of which he believed he had
some knowledge.

Mr B. T. Burke; The court case has
concluded now.

Mr Rushton: No, It hasn't.
Mr O'NEIL: I am not sure, but I under-

stand the matter is still sub ludlce. In any
case I doubt whether the Speaker has been
advised of any change In the situation.
However, we are not discussing the motion.

The Bill itself is relatively simple. it
contains one operative provision-one sub-
stantive clause: that is, to make it a
requirement that when an appeal is made
to the Minister for Local Government
under section 374 of the Local Government
Act, the Minister shall not decide the
appeal until he has referred it to the Fire
Brigades Hoard and received a report from
it thereon. The amendment is Intended to
avoid a situation which appears to have
occurred in respect of St. David's Home for
the Aged.

The main reason for the amendment
appears to be based on incorrect Informna-
tion. The member for Balga is reported to
have stated that the board first heard of
the appeal 10 days after the appeal was
upheld. I understand that to be what he
said, but it is quite untrue.

Mr B. T. Burke: That Is what the board
says.

Mr O'NEIL: A letter from the Secretary
of Local Government to the chief fire
officer, dated the 13th February, 1975, not
only sought comments and recommenda-
tions from the board in respect of the
appeal, but also forwarded the depart-
ment's file for perusal and return. So the
board was apprised of the appeal In a let-
ter dated the 13th February, and was
asked to comment on various matters con-
tained in the appeal.

Mr B. T. Burke: The appeal was not
lodged at that stage.

Mr O'NEIL: I repeat that a letter from
the Secretary of Local Government
to the chief fire officer, dated the
13th February, 1973, not only sought com-
ments and recommendations from the
board In respect of the appeal, but also
forwarded the department's file for peru-
sal and return.

The reply from the Chief Fire Officer of
the WA Fire Brigades Board, dated the
7th March, 1975, dealt specifically with
the 10 items the subject of the appeal, and
this letter was fully considered during
the course of consideration of the appeal.
A hearing was held on the 26th March,
1975, by a panel appointed by the Minister
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under the provisions of section 421A of
the Local Government Act. The Minis-
ter resolved to accept the appeal panel's
recommendations which were as follows-

1. Sprinkler Alarm System-appeal
upheld.

2. Fire Isolated Main Stairway-ap-
peal upheld subject to the In-
stallation of full height bantiers
consisting of self-closing glazed
doors as smoke excluding
mediums.

3. Airlock at Roof Level-appeal up-
held.

4. Doorways and floors in Escape
Paths-appeal dismissed.

5. Emergency Telephone system-
appeal upheld.

6. Fire Control Centre-appeal up-
held subject to the provision at
round floor level of a cabinet,

suitably located, containing plans
of the building showing services
and layout and all essential in-
formation.

7. Stairwell PressurIsation-appeal
Upheld.

8. Smoke Stop Doors In Passageway
of Nursing Home-as this is a
requirement of the Public Build-
ing Regulations under the Health
Act, the matter Is not within the
Minister's jurisdiction.

9. Exposure Hazard-appeal upheld
subject to the provision of a 10 ft
two hour fire-rated horizontal
screen.

10. Lift Lobbies--appeal upheld.
I will say again that the whole matter was
referred to the Fire Brigades Board and
a panel which was set up by the Minis-
ter to examine the appeal recommended
to the Minister along the lines I have just
quoted. The Minister ruled accordingly.

Despite the fact that the decision of the
Minister is final, the Fire Brigades Board
sought reconsideration of the appeal in
a letter dated the 15th May, 1915,
to the Minister for Local Government. As
a result of that letter, the Minister ar-
ranged a meeting between representa-
tives of the Fire Brigades Board, the
Council of the City of Stirling, the archi-
tects, Mr Walters the Chairman of the
Building Appeal Board, and the Senior
Building Officer of the Local Government
Department on the 9th June, 1075, when
all aspects of the appeal were considered.
It is emphasised that under the provisions
of section 374 (2) of the Local Govern-
ment Act the Minister may uphold, reverse.
or vary the decisions of a council and
may order that any provisions of a by-law
do not apply in a particular case or shaill
apply as modified by the order In that
Particular case.

There are already consultations in pro-
gress between the Chief Secretary, who
administers the Fire Brigades Board, the

Minister for Local Government, the Aus-
tralian institute of Architects, and the
committee of architects in private practice
to examine all matters relating to the
model building by-laws and the like. In
fact the Building Advisory Committee,
which has recommended the adoption and
adaptation of the Australian Model Uni-
form Building Code, has at all times re-
ferred the provisions of the by-laws to
the Fire Brigades Board for comment.

The Fire Brigades Board has complained
to the Minister that the 'Uniform Build-
ing By-laws, 1974, are not satisfactory,
but as these have been based on the Aus-
tralian Model Uniform Building Code the
board has been requested to make its
approaches to the Interstate Standing
Committee on Uniform Building Regula-
tions. It may well be that with the passage
of time and following these consultations
and discussions, some amendment will be
made in respect of this matter. But cer-
tainly two things emerge cut of this. The
information supplied to the honourable
member in respect of this matter appears
to have been incorrect. He made the state-
ment that the Fire Brigades Board got to
know of this matter 10 days after the
appeal was Upheld. That Is patently
wrong according to the information which
has been provided to me by the Secretary
for Local Government.

Mr B. T. Burke: You said the board
knew about it, did you not?

Mr O'NEIL: What is the point?
Mr B. T. Burke: The whole point is

that the board may not have known a
thing about this matter. It may well have
been carried on without the board's know-
ledge. That is the whole point of the
exercise.

Mr O'NEIL: I still cannot see the poInt
of that. If the Government happens to
to do something and the Minister knows
nothing about it, who is responsible?

Mr B. T. Burke:, That is the whole
point. The Fire Brigades Board is not
responsible to the Minister. The Fire
Brigades Board is the head of its own
authority. You are saying the board knew,
but in effect you mean someone responsible
to the board knew.

Mr O'NEIL: The argument still escapes
me. Mr Speaker, you and 1, who have
been in responsible positions for some
time, would not shelve the responsibility
in that way.

Mr B. T. Burke: If you want to sheet
home the responsibility, the Minister who
is responsible for the board also knew
nothing of the matter.

Mr O'NEIL: I have just indicated quite
clearly that the Minister received an ap-
Peal in relation to 10 aspects. He has the
power to hear an appeal, uphold It, and
vary the decisions.
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Mr B. T. Burke: But that is not the
Minister responsible for the Fire Brigades
Board. That is the Minister for Town
Planning, surely.

Mr O'NEIL: That is the Minister I am
talking about.

Mr B. T. Burke: You are saying he is
the Minister responsible for the Fire
Brigades Board.

Mr O'NEIL: I did not say any such
thing. All I can say now Is I oppose the
Bill.

MR RUSRTON (Dale-Minister for
Local Government) [12.06 a.m.]: I want to
add a few remarks. The Minister for Works
has covered the matter very thoroughly.
The member for Baiga has acted totally ir-
responsibly in this matter, which could
cause a dangerous situation to come about
through lack of confidence on the part of
the people.

Mr B. T. Burke: What did Mr Justice
Burt say?

Mr RUSHTON: That Is sub Italics. I
have an arm tied behind my back because
the matter is su4b italics and I am not so
irresponsible as to use all the facts which
are available. Our funny friend across the
way has acted irresponsibly. Someone took
him on In the paper this morning to prove
once again how irresponsible he is.

Mr B. T. Burke: Rave a look at tomor-
row morning's paper and see what your
Minister for Police said.

Mr RUSHTON: All I can say is the
member for Balga has acted irresponsibly.
Re has used untruths and misled the House
and the public on tis issue. The facts as
outlined by the Minister for Works show a
complete fabrication of the case by the
member for Balga.

In case he is not convinced about the
letter which went forward to the Chief
Fire Officer of the Western Australian Fire
Brigades Board, it was dated the 13th Feb-
ruary and was headed, "Appeal: St. David's
Home for the Aged". It says-

An appeal has been lodged by Bollig
Abbott and Partners against a City of
Stirling requirement that the above
proposed building "comply with allre
quirements of the Chief Fire Officer".

The comments and recommenda-
tions of the Brigade are requested In
this respect. Local Government file
LG. 62/75 herewith for your perusal
and return.

Back came a letter of the 7Ith March with
considerable detail for consideration. That
answers the member for Ealga completely
and shows that his facts, wherever he got
them from, were misleading. I think it
behoves the honourable member to be far
more responsible than he has been in this
case.

The personal attack upon me was quite
vicious, and obviously he made it only as
a politicking exercise. He was no doubt
quite content; it reached the media and he
was satisfied that in throwing a little bit
of mud some might stick. But I think this
House demands a far more ethical ap-
proach than that. This is dirty politics. It
is similar to what we have had recently
with the charge his own leader made re-
garding the purchase of land by the Urban
Land Council. As far as I1 am concerned-

Mr Jamieson: You would not have got
away with that had I known what was
going on.

Mr RUSHTON: -this is a case where
a member can make an irresponsible
charge. He then withdraws it. The head-
lines are there. The retraction is only in
small print. I think the ethical code for
Journalists and the media should be that
the retraction is in larger print than the
charge. That would discourage irrespon-
sible statements by people such as the
member for Balga.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: Why did you not sup-
port the idea of a Press council?

Mr RUSHTON: One would think from
the statements made by the member for
Balga that one did not have good advice on
which to rely. As far as I am concerned,
his remarks have been quite insulting,
firstly to the board, and secondly to the
professional People who advise the Min-
ister from time to time. He Is now claim-
ing the Fire Brigades Board did not know
this Information went before It and that its
legal action was based on false premises.

It intrigues me that the advice which is
available to the Minister is not only that
of a specialist committee: it is also that of
an interstate committee, and that interstate
body has a specialist group of fire experts
who give advice to our own fire brigades
and fire chiefs when consulted. They are
called on from time to time and this expert
advice is available from that source. That
again proves that the member for Balga
has been totally Irresponsible.

I am hoping that when this case is con-
eluded the media will give me the oppor-
tunity to make a full statement so that
the member for Ealga will be seen for what
he is, As I said, it Is not for me to use
all the material I have because I respect
the sub judice rule. I conclude by saying
a total case has been made out by the
Minister for Works and by me. We did
not need to use very much material to
show that the member for Balga was
totally irresponsible.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: You have said that
18 times already.

Mr RUSHTON: I ask the House In re-
jecting the Bill to censure the member for
Balga for his total irresponsibility. The
only acceptable course would be for him
to apologise to the House, to the public
for misleading them, and to me for a
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vicious Personal attack. We could then
at least say he is starting on his way back.
If he does not do that, I think the House
should censure him by rejecting the Bill.

MR B, T. BURKE (Balga) [12.12 am.]:
The Minister for Urban Development and
Town Planning and Local Government is
a liar.

The SPEAKER: Order!I The member for
Baiga must withdraw the remark.

Mr B. T. BURKE: Yes, I am happy to
do so. The Minister for Urban Develop-
ment and Town Planning has accused me
of being irresponsible. The accusation
might be tolerable had I not gone to the
trouble of providing him with the infor-
mation I had in my possession, which
showed quite clearly that his position was
not only untenable but was also indefen-
sible.

Mr Rushton: In your own handwriting.

Mr B. T. BURKE: I will quote to the
House the material I Provided to the Min-
ister and the House can decide for itself
who Is being honest and who Is being dis-
honest.

Mr Rushton: We have proved it already.
You are being dishonest in that way.

Mr B. T. BURKE: I have here photo-
copies of extracts from the minutes of the
meeting of the Fire Brigades Board which
considered this matter. I will read the
following statement-

On February 6th 1975, the Architects
appealed to the Minister against Bri-
gade requirements.

On April 18th. 1975, the Minister
advises the Architect that in areas set
out in paragraph 3 above, their appeal
has been upheld. The first the Bri-
gade knew of this appeal was when
a copy of the Minister's communica-tion was received 10 days after judg-
ment was made.

Mr Rushton: You are totally misled.
Mr B. T. BURKE: To continue-

The matter was referred to at aL
Board meeting in May 1975 following
which a meeting with the Minister was
arranged to enable the Board's Tech-
nical Officers to put forward their
point of view.

The latter meeting took place at the
Minister's office on 9th June, 1975, and
It is the opinion of the Board's dele-
gates that there are very slender
chances of a change in the Minister's
ruling. In the circumstances I am left
with no alternative but to ask that if
the Minister fails to effect a change
then the Board should take action
under Sections 25 and 25A of the Fire
Brigades Act.

Mr Rush ton: Scraps of paper!
Mr B. T. BURKE:

from the minutes of
Fire Brigades Board.

They are extracts
a meeting of the
This Minister has

in one fell swoop accused the entire Fire
Brigades Board of telling lies.

Mr Rushton: No, you are.
Mr B. T. BURKE: He has said that the

Under-Secretary of the Chief Secretary's
Department is a liar; he said that the
representatives of local government are
liars: he said that the representatives of
insurance companies are liars; and he
said the Chief Executive Officer of the
Fire Brigades Board is a liar.

Point of Order
Mr RUSHTON: On a point of order.

Mr Speaker, I made no claim that those
people are telling lies, and I wish the
member to withdraw because his state-
ments are offensive.

Mr Jamieson: What a pity.
The SPEAKER: Order! The member

for Balga has been asked to withdraw
statements: I ask him to withdraw them
because they are offensive to the Minister.

Mr B. T. BURKE: I am happy to with-
draw them.

Debate Resumed
Mr B. T. BURKE: However, I point out

to the Minister that while he continued
with his remarks I did not seek any with-
drawals. I thought it quite reasonable,
In the light of my second reading speech,
that he should be allowed to continue:
but If he cannot face the music after he
has stood up and misled the House,
whether Intentionally or not, then I am
not deserving of censure, but the Minister
is deserving of being disqualified from the
service of this House.

These are the minutes of the Fire
Brigades Board meeting; these are the
minutes considered by each of the mem-
bers of the Fire Brigades Board, and they
maintain the members had no knowledge
of this appeal. Not only has the Minister
for Works stood in his place tonight and
said tint is not true and that these people
are telling untruths, but his action has
been compounded by the Minister for
Local Government.

Mr Speaker, let me read further from
the minutes and tell you how the chief
executive officer crystallised this Issue be-
fore the board. He said:

The issue before Members-
That issue is the recommendation which
was Included in the minutes; and so the
board was being asked to endorse that
recommendation and the statements that
were made. Remember. Sir, that the
statements I have just read to the H-ouse
were contained in the acting chief fire
protection officer's report, so the board
quite clearly knew what it was considering.

Mr Rushton: It is in your handwriting.
Mr B. T. BURKE: The Minister says It

is in my handwriting, but I am holding up
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the paper and everyone can see that Is
not so and that it is typewritten. The
Minister has deliberately misled the House,
because I provided him with a copy of the
material. The despicable thing about his
performance is that I gave him the in!for-
mation after he pestered me in the corri-
dors until I provided it to him; and after
providing it to him he deliberately says
these things. This Is what the chief execu-
tive officer said-

The issue before Members is
whether or not to endorse the Acting
Chief officer's recommendation and
his submissions to the effect the
dangers in accommodating aged people
(in this instance those over 62 years
of age) in high rise building apart-
ments, in this instance 11 floors, re-
quires particular fire protection safe-
guards beyond current By-law pro-
visions and the Board may exercise
powers under Section 25A of the Fire
Brigades Act.

So it was quite clearly laid out not only in
the acting chief fire protection officer's
report, but also in the chief executive
officer's report that the board was being
asked to endorse the recommendations;
and yet the Minister stands in his place-

Mr Rushton: You haven't even got a
conscience.

Mr B. T. BURKE: -and says all these
things are untrue. He is being found out
now and is starting to squeal in the man-
ner he always does.

Mr Rushton: You must be an overgrown
boy.

Mr B. T. BURKE: The minutes con-
tinue-

If the answer to this Question-
That is. the question about the need for
extra protection in this aged people's hous-
ing complex. It continues--

-is in the affirmative, then in light
of the events (as enumerated in the
Acting Chief Officer's report at-
tached)-

Once again, quite clearly drawn to the
attention of the members of the Fire
Brigades Board is the report which I have
read to the House in part; and the chief
executive officer concisely and lucidly con-
tinued as follows--

-the Board has no alternative but
to proceed with the issue of an order
under Section 25A of the Fire Brigades
Act to require the owner to comply
with such requirements as may be con-
sidered by the Board as effective and
appropriate in the circumstances.

Mr Speaker. I hardly need say more.
Mr Rushton: only to apologise; that is

all you need to do.
Mr Janieson: To you?

Mr Rushton: No, to the board.
Mr B. T. BURKE: This Minister, while

I was Quiet and allowed him to enmesh
himself even further in the mire in which
he ventured, was happy to have it his own
way; but when confronted with the truth
he squeals, Not only have I not apolo-
gised to the board, but I have provided
every member of the board with a copy
of the second reading speech I delivered
in this House, and I also provided a copy
to the Chief Executive Officer of the Fire
Brigades Board-

Mr Rushton: He was very unhappy with
your Performance, too.

Mr B. T. BURKE: -and to the Sec-
retary of the Fire Brigade Union. If
they are so unhappy with my performance
then It is passing strange that I have not
heard any of them say so.

Mr Speaker, it is not my wont at this
stage to get involved in this side of the
matter any further. It has been proved
conclusively that if the Minister did not
mislead the House then he Is so incom-
petent as not to know what occurred; and
If he did not know what occurred he
should not ask the House to censure me,
but to support my Bill because it is a ser-
vice to bring to this place a matter that
is troubling the Fire Brigades Board.

I want to touch more on the matter con-
tained in the Bill. Mr Justice Burt, when
handing down his decision, pointed out
that sections 25 and 25A of the Fire
Brigades Act were ludicrous, in that he
ruled that premises in the meaning of the
Act were not premises unless they existed.

In effect he was saying that the Fire
Brigades Hoard did not have the power
to issue orders about buildings for which
only the plans had so far been completed.
He was saying in effect that because the
building had not been completed the re-
quirements of the board need not be met,
and the board was powerless to enforce
the requirements it had laid down. How
ludicrous is that? We all know that if
developers are required to install safety
requirements once a building is completed,
the cost of that installation is so much
greater as to make the situation com-
pletely undesirable. And yet the board is
being forced at this time to operate under
a system whereby it must wait until the
building is completed before insisting on
its requirements. Not only must It wait,
but it has no legal access at the present
time to enforce any of those requirements
unless the building is completed.

My Bill essentially requires that the
situation that has occurred in this case
should not occur again. I have no doubt
that the Minister has sent letters to some-
one, and I have no doubt that he has re-
ceived answers from someone; but, for
God's sake, he must have known that thie
board did not have knowledge of this mat-
ter when it sought additional talks with
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him. The board or one of its officers must
have told him that this matter had not
been settled to the satisfaction of the
board, because after arranging the meeting
subsequent to the upholding of the appeal
in certain sections the board was so en-
thralled with its reception that It was
able so say-

it is the opinion of the Board's
delegates that there are very slender
chances of a change in the Minister's
ruling.

obviously the matter was cut and dried.
My Bill will eliminate that situation by

ensuring there Is Proper and adequate con-
sultation before an appeal Is upheld. That
is all it seeks to do. Mr Justice Burt has
already told the Government that the fire
Brigades Act requires some very earnest
attention. He has already said that, for a
technical reason, the application by the
board would not succeed.

What I am saying is that proper con-
sultation prior to the time of the appeal
being decided will eliminate all but the
most basic areas of divergence and dis-
agreement.

Before concluding, let me refer back to
the Minister's rather erratic and perhaps
rnl-conceived emotional outburst in regard
to this matter- It was obviously sympto-
matic of serious panic; but the thing that
worries me most is that I provided the
Minister with the material that I have
read to the House, and the House must
agree that he has not answered It. He has
not even referred to it. Had I not told
members that I had given this information
to the minister, they would not have
known about it: yet the Minister did not
answer it or even refer to it. That is the
most disturbing thing.

I will say this: Had the Minister been
able to stand up and prove to me that this
was a fabrication of mlne-which he has
nat-or had be been able to say that the
person who gave mue this information had
deliberately set out to deceive me and,
through me, this House, then I would ad-
mit that was the position. If the Minister
was able to substantiate his case I would
admit his position; but not only has he
not substantiated It, he has also failed even
to try to answer my case. That is the most
disturbing thing. At least the Minister for
Works was not inept enough to draw the
long bow and maintain that what he said
was absolutely true. He did say that ac-
cording to information he was given he
believed the things he was saying were
true.

in any case, the Government has made
up Its mind. In the face of the situation
I have outlined, some severe criticism from
a learned justice, and the situation which
exists at this complex-and I hope to Cod
there is not a fire in this place because if
there is the Minister will look even sicker
than he looks tonight-I will commend the
Bill to the House.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result-

Mr Bartett
Mr Bateman
Mr Bertram
Mr B. T. Burke
Mr T,. J. Burka
Mr Daves.
Mr Fletcher
Mr Heartrey

Mr Blakme
Sir Charles Court
Mr Cowan

Mr Coyne
Mr Graydon
Mr Crews?
Mr P. V. ionso
Mr MePhartin
Mr Metisare
Mr O'Connor
Mr Old

Ayes
Mr H. D3. Evans
Mr Harman
Mr Mcover
Mr TV. D. Eva=s
Mr Carr
Mr Bryce
Mr TV. EL Jones

Aye-Is1
Mr Jamieson
Mr May
Mr Skidmore
Mr ray lr
Mr A. B. Tonkin
Mr J. TV. 'VonkIn
Mr Mdoner

(Teller)
Noes-f

Mr O'Neil
Mr Rtushton
Mr Shalders
Mr 8ibeon
Mr Sodeman
Mr Bephens
Mr Tubby
Mr Watt
Mr Young
Mr Clarko

Pairs
Noes

Mr Ride
Mrs Crag
Mr Laurance
Mr Crane
Mr Thompson
Mr Nanovich
Dr Dadour

(Teller)

Question thus negatived.
Bill defeated.

MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT
(DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS) BILL

Second Reading: Dejeated
Debate resumed from the 15th October.
SIRt CHARLES COURT (Nedlands-

Premier) [12.30 a.]: The Government
opposes this Bill for a number of very
cogent reasons. The member for Morley in
putting forward this Bill really puts f or-
ward a proposition to ensure that If it
were successful we would have complete
mediocrity in members of Parliament for
all time.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: Mediocrity! That Is
how you Judge the Bill.

Bkr CHARLES COURT: I1 have been
through this before In the House, and I
have tried to make my point that the whole
success of the parliamentary institution
will be achieved when we have a wide
cross-section of the community represented
here, with varying experience, and with
not too many from any particular walk of
life or profession.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: We are not stopping
People from being elected to this Parlia-
mnent.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The honourable
member brings forward a Bill in support
of which he says we are all very well paid
in these days. Of course, he immediately
says that Is the level of persons whom he
thinks should be members of Parliament.
He contends that they should be working
full time and should not have any other
interests. Having gone past that, the mem-
ber for Morley says that if a member of
Parliament has any other interests he has
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to disclose them. Many of us have no
objection to disclosure.

Mr A. Rt. Tonkin: Obviously!
Sir CH-ARLES COURT: The honourable

member Is beside himself. He should keep
calm for a moment.

Mr T. 3. Burke: The member for Morley
does not know the Premier has sold his
governing share!

Sir CHARLES COURT: That is the sort
of remark we would expect from the mem-
ber for Perth. I want to make the point
that the member for Morley has put for-
ward a proposition under which all mem-
bers of Parliament would be required to
declare their interests, give the details to
the presiding officer who would table them,
and allow any Tom, Dick, or Harry to
come along out of sheer curiosity and look
at those records. Maybe under some cir'-
cumstances that information should be
made available, but as against that there
are better ways of doing it.

The honourable member should know
there has been an all-party Inquiry Into
this matter at the Federal level. It was
my suggestion that the parties in this
Parliament-the Labor Party, the Liberal
Party, and the National Country Party-
should appoint a committee-not a statu-
tory one or a Select Committee-to meet
as an ad hoe body to look at that report, be-
cause it is my view that there will have
to be a clear understanding throughout
the length and breadth of Australia of
what members of Parliament have to dis-
close and how they disclose this, SO that
there will not be forever and a day the
present sniping or suspicion.

The question of offices of profit and
similar matters has Yet to be Properly
defined, so that members can operate
with complete confidence and security
under certain rules, from one end of Aus-
tralia to the other. If Victoria has certain
rules, Western Australia has other rules,
and Queensland has yet other rules, I
can see the sniping going on continually.
The implication would be that because a
member would have to disclose in greater
detail In Victoria than in Western Aus-
tralia, Western Australia is the least hon-
est of the States.

This Is a good time to arrive at a solu-
tion so that we can frame some rules for
disclosure, and settle on Some clear defini-
tions of offices of profit and the like. In
spite of the recent Webster case the posi-
tion is not clear.

I believe the public and members of
Parliament would be more satisfied with
such a method of disclosure, because most
members would want to conform with the
requirements. In view of this I wrote to
the Prime Minister and other Premiers
suggesting it would be a good idea if there
were some consultation between the States
on this matter at a ministerial or officer
level, prior to a Premiers' Conference. After

that the matter could be the subject of a
Premiers' Conference, to resolve the ques-
tion at the top level and to remove a great
deal of the undercurrent that exists.

The proposition of the member for
Morley will be rejected by most members
of Parliament. He says that not only does
a member of Parliament have to disclose
his own income if It Is over $500, but also
the incomes of members of his family. If
members opposite have grown-up children
who have gone Into businesses of their
own, or who have become farmers, lawyers.
and doctors, they will realise how stupid it
would be to expect people who have
reached maturity and who have attained
success in their professions and callings
to make such disclosures.

Mr A. R, Tonkin: What do you mean by
maturity-under 18 years of age? You
have not read the Hill.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I have. I have it
before me.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: What are you talking
about? You should read it again.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The honourable
member feels that Is a clever thing to do.
I want to make the point that If he has
his way he will bring all members of Par-
liament down to a certain standard, so
that forever and a day anyone who aspired
to become even the equivalent of the
status of an under-secretary would
be ruled out on his measurement.

The honourable member, as he did on a
previous occasion, referred to members of
Parliaments being above suspicion, Of
course, they should be above suspicion.
Prom the way he says it one would think
he was the only virtuous member in this
place. I learnt a long time ago that the
People who espouse their virtues are the
ones to be watched. I have long since
learnt that anyone who stands up and
talks about his conscience hurting-

Mr Janieson: You do that very often.
Sir CHARLES COURT: The honourable

member has not heard me say that. If
anyone says he has a conscience we can
bet a bottom dollar that he is the person
to be watched the most.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: Who said that?
Sir CHARLES COURT: The honourable

member talked about people being above
suspicion.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: Who talked about his
conscience hurting?

Sir CHARLES COURT: When one finds
People In this Place and in other places
parading the fact that they have a con-
science, one should look out for them.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: Who does that?
Sir CHARLES COURT: I am not saying

the honourable member does that, but he
keeps on parading this question about
being above suspicion. On the last occasion
when he paraded his virtues in presenting
a Bill, we had our doubts.
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We oppose the Bill before us, because we
think it is quite senseless and impractical.
Even if Parliament Passed the Bill it would
not be implemented. It would be much
better if during the coming recess this
Parliament settled down to a considera-
tion and study of the all-party report pre-
sented by the Commonwealth Government.
I suggest that could be done by a com-
mittee of both Houses Comprising an equal
number of Opposition and Government
members. Out of that I believe we should
be able to come up with something we
could recommend as our contribution to
an interstate consideration of this matter,
in the hope that we can remove for all
time the crazy idea that members of Par-
liament have things to hide. By doing
that I believe we will finish up with a
more satisfactory method for members to
register their interests.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: They will not agree to
it.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The honourable
member makes me sick with his Inter-
Jections. A method will be devised whereby
members may register their interests, in-
comes, and assets, and this information
could be made available at the appropriate
time in a sensible and dignified way under
a properly controlled set-up of Parliament.
This should not be on the basis where
every Tom, Dick, and Harry may look at
the record to see what a member earns.

There are circumstances under which
members of Parliament, and particularly
Ministers, would dearly like to give some-
body in authority access to an official
record that would dernonstriate beyond
any doubt at all that they had nothing to
hide, that their position was clear, that
they had declared their interests, and that
in respect of any particular proposition
they had no personal interests at all.

I sincerely hope that we will settle down
to establishing the committee I have pro-
posed, so that we can have a report when
the House reconvenes. We could then try to
introduce legislation that Is universal
throughout Australia. For my part I am
prepared to use my influence to request
the other Premiers to encourage their Par-
liaments to do the same thing. That is the
best way to achieve a common standard
that is accepted and understood by the
Public and the members themselves,

I oppose the Bill.

MRt A. R. TONKIN (Morley) [12.39
a.m.]: Once again the Premier has talked
about mediocrity. He seems to believe that
mediocrity is best judged by dollars, I do
not believe that the most mediocre mem-
ber of this Parliament Is necessarily the
one with the lowest income. I do not be-
*leve that outstanding people in society
are those with high incomes.

Mr Sodeman: The Premier did not say
that.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: Apparently the Pre-
mier talked about mediocrity.

Mr Jamieson: The Premier drew an un-
fair inference. The honourable member
should scoop the sand out of his ears.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: The Premier was
talking about a Bill which he had not read,
because he referred to mature people.

Sir Charles Court: What about the
spouse? Is she not mature?

Mr A. R. TONKIN: The Premier did not
refer to the spouse but to the mature off -
spring.

Sir Charles Court: I was talking about
the family.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: The Premier was re-
ferring to dollars, and the Bill is about
incomes. When the Premier talked about
mediocrity he was obviously speaking
about incomes, unless he was not speaking
to the Bill.

The Bill refers to the level of incomes of
members of Parliament. The Premier then
accused me and the Opposition of intro-
ducing a measure to create mediocre mem-
bers of Parliament. It may have some ef-
fect on the mediocrity of their incomes, but
to use the word "mediocrity" without any
qualification indicates to me that the Pre-
mier seems to think that if a person does
not have a big income he is a Joe Blow
with the seat out of his pants, as the Prem-
ier said some time ago.

We on this side of the House do not
equate mediocrity with low incomes. The
Premier said we should have diversity in
members of this Parliament. No-one argues
about that, and this Bill does not bar any-
one from being elected to the Parliament.
AlR it seeks to do is to make a disclosure
to--according to the contemptuous phrase
used by the Premier-every Tom, Dick, and
Harry, and according to my words, to in-
form the people who are our masters what
we are earning, so that they will know
what is pushing us when we vote.

At the moment we have a relevant
Standing Order. This is not an invention
of the member for Morley. It was
adopted many years ago, because it was
believed that It was essential there should
be a Standing Order governing the dis-
closure of interests. That was not included
in our Standing Orders by people who
ranted and raved, but by members of Par-
liament who were very conservative. What
is the point of having a Standing Order
which requires members to disclose their
Interests when, in fact, no-one has a clue
what those interests are?

The Bill does not bar anyone from being
elected to this Parliament. All we are say-
ing is that the people who elected us to
the Parliament and who employ us have
a right to know what other influences are
at work. We have not been elected to this
Parliament as ordinary men and women;
we make the laws which everyone mn
Western Australia has to obey. We hold
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a privileged position. Very few people
in Western Australia have the chance to
serve as a member of Parliament and to
make laws for the society.

if it is too onerous for members of the
Government to indicate to the people,
their masters, exactly what income they
have then I suggest that no-one is keep-
ing them here. When members are elected
to Parliament their lives become Public.
There are privileges associated with public
life, but there are also responsibilities.

The Premier has talked about suspicion
and sniping. I say that Public disclosure
of interests will remove any suspicion.
There has been suspicion of the Premier.
One has only to talk to the people of
Western Australia to realise they have a
suspicion of the Premier. They believe
that he has varied and big Interests.
Whether or not that is true I do not know
and neither do those people.

There is suspicion and this Bill would
remove that suspicion and the sniping to
which the Premier has referred.

Mr Bode man: Get back into that septic
tank.

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr A. R. TONKIN4: I can assure the

Premier that as regards the all party-
committee to which he refers, if he thinks
the Opposition will enter Into a con-
spiracy with the iberal Party on this
matter-

Sir Charles Court: Do not tatk rot.
My A. Ri. TONKIN: If the Premier

thinks he will bury this subject-
Sir Charles Court: I initiated the move

before you thought about it.
Mr Jamieson: Cut it out.
Mr A. R. TONKIN: Certainly, I will not

be a party to any such arrangement. I
can assure the Premier of that.

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!I
Mr A. R. TONKIN: I can assure the

Premier that we will not be conned into
this. We will not enter Into a conspiracy
against the people of this State. We are
prepared to work on a committee.

Sir Charles Court: Are you condemning
the Canberra report?

Mr A. R. TONKIN: .1 have read It.
Sir Charles Court: What do You think

about it?
Mr A. R. TONKIN: Like the curate's egg.

it is good in parts and bad in others. How-
ever. undoubtedly it will be discussed dur-
ing the Committee stage. As I said, we
will not be coerced into setting up another
committee.

Sir Charles Court: Why bother to come
into it then? You are not genuine at all.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: I am genuine, and
the committee which I propose would be

a genuine attempt to solve a problem. It
will not be a cover-up job as far as the
Opposition is concerned. The Bill de-
serves better consideration and I believe
the Minister who is handling it should
have read it and understood it.

Sir Charles Court: He does understand
It.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: I believe the
Minister should not attempt to bar
people from coming to this place.
The Bill will Impose no bar. whe-
ther a person has a large income or
a small income, if the people want to elect
him to represent them in Parliament, it
will be the will of those people. The people
have a right to know.

Question Put and a division taken with
the following result-

Mr Barnlett
Mr Batemnan
Mr Bertram
Mr B. T. Burke
Mr T. J. Burke
Mr navies
Mr Mletcher

Mr Blalkie
Sir Charles Court
Mr Conna
Mr Coyne
Mr Orayden
Mr Grewar
Mr P. V. Jones
Mr McPharlln
Mr Mensaro
Mr O'Conor
Mr Old

Ayes
Mr H. D3. Evans
Mr Harmnan
Mr Moev
Mr T. fl. Evans
Mr Canr
Mr Bryce
Mr T. ff. Jone

Question thus
Bill defeated.

Ayes- 14
WerEHntrey

Mr Jamieson
Mr Skidmore
Mr Taylor
Mr A. R. Tonkin
Mr J. T. Tonkin
Mr Maile

(Teller)
Noes-21

Me ONeil
Mr Rushton
Mr Shaldex.
Mr Sibson
Mr Sodenm
Mr Stephens
Mr Tulbby
Mr watt
Mir Young
Mr Clerks

Pairs
Noes

Mr Ridge
Mrs Craig
Mr Laurance
Mr Crane
Mr Thompson
Mr Nanovich
Dr Dadour

negatived.

(Teller)

COMMONWEALTH BUDGET
Condemnation: Motion

Debate resumed, from the 5th Novem-
ber, on the following motion by Mr
Young-

That in the opinion of this House
the Commonwealth Government's
Budget for 1975-76 will:

(a) fail to stimulate the rural,
mining and secondary indus-
tries and employment;

(b) make no inroads on galloping
inflation which is conthingg
to rob the average Australian
of his savings, security of
employment and the prospect
of owning and keeping his
own house:

(c) cause a huge Increased taxa-
tion burden to fall on the
shoulders of certain selected
sections of the community;
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(d) cause massive reductions in
necessary State works pro-
grammes such as housing,
schools and roads; and

(e) contribute to the further de-
terioration of the rural com-
munities, as well as continue
to aggravate the worst uin-
employment record in the tn-
tion's history.

For these and other reasons the
Whitlam Government is to be con-
demned for failing to properly man-
age the affairs of the nation.

Question Put and passed.

PROSTITUTION AND VICE
Inquiry by Royal Comlmission:! Motion

Debate resumed, from the 12th Novem-
ber, on the following motion by Mr J. T.
Tonkin (Leader of the Opposition)-

In the opinion of this House the
Government should appoint a Royal
Commission-

(a) To ascertain the scope, organ-
isation and mode of operation
of the form of prostitution in
Western Australia;

(b) To identify persons and
organisations who directly or
indirectly finance, or manage
such prostitution etc., or
derive any pecuniary or other
form of benefit therefrom;

(c) To ascertain the manner and
extent of the enforcement of
the law against prostitution
and in particular whether
enforcement has been consist-
ent with regard to the opera-
tion of all persons and
organisations Identified under
(b) above;

(d) Generally to ascertain whether
there are any links between
the organisation and operation
of prostitution and the opera-
tions of other forms of illegal
vice, particularly gambling in
Western Australia; similarly
whether there are any links
between any form of Illegal
vice in Perth and any form of
illegal vice outside the metro-
politan area, and or other
Australian States;

(e) To examine whether the exist-
ing laws contribute to ex-
ploitation and intimidation:
and

(f) To make recommendations
with regard to any change
which appears to be desirable
In the laws relating to pros-
stitution and other forms of
illegal vice and in the
methods of law enforcement.

MR STEPHENS (Stirling) [12.51 a.m.]:
One of the central figures in the problem
under discussion is Superintendent Daniels.
He served in the Albany region on two
occasions, once as a sergeant and again
as an inspector. He rose to the rank of
superintendent while in the Albany region,
and during that period he built up quite a
reputation. When he left the district he
was a very respected officer, and a man
in whom I have every confidence. That
confidence has also been expressed to me
by many people.

My first contact with Superintendent
Daniels was when he was an inspector,
many years ago, when there were some
collusive activities in the stock business
and amongst stock firms. That particular
matter has been the subject of discussion
in this House on many occasions over
a fairly long Period of time.

When I became involved in the matter
of the stack business I sought information
over a long Period and eventually I was
successful. The information was of a, seri-
ous nature and I Passed it on to the then
Minister for Police (Mr Craig). After a
Period of three months nothing had been
done about that information.

Superintendent Daniels discovered that
I had certain information and asked me
to contact him. Within four days of sup-
Plying him with the same information
which I had Previously given to the min-
ister for Police action was taken which
eventually led to three people being gaoled
and two others being fined.

During that time I had close contact
with Superintendent Daniels and I real-
ised that the Police Force had a loyal
and dedicated policeman who, during his
37 years in the force, has risen to the
rank of superintendent. Obviously, he is
a man with some ability and a sincere
sense of duty.

When a Policeman Joins the farce he
takes an oath, which is set out in the
Police Act, and I think it would be appro-
priate for me to read it to members. It
is as follows--

1. A.B., engage and promise that
I will well and truly serve our Sove-
reign Lady the Queen, in the office of
[Commissioner of Police, Inspector,
sub-inspector, or other officer, or con-
stable, as the case may be), without
favour or affection, malice, or illwill.
until I am legally discharged; that I
will see and cause Her Majesty's peace
to be kept and Preserved, and that I
will prevent, to the best of my power,
all offences against the same; and
that, while I shall continue to hold
the said office, I will, to the best of
my skill and knowledge, discharge all
from the duties thereof faithfully ac-
cording to law.

I think that in authorising the activities
which took place while he was officer
In charge of the Perth Central Police
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Station, Superintendent Daniels was f ol-
lowing the requirements of that oath.
Obviously, he had nothing to gain per-
sonally. He took action out of a sense
of duty. He took on a job, but in so doing
he trod on somebody's toes and found
himself removed from office.

Some 12 months ago I had occasion to
call on Superintendent Daniels after he
had been removed from the position of
officer-in-charge of the Perth Central
Pollee Station. I had to discuss with him
the Auction Sales Act, the Act through
which I first made contact with him.
When I visited him I found that the man
who was the eighth senior man in the
Police Force of Western Australia had
been relegated to a desk in an out-of-the-
way position where there was plenty of
noise. He did not even have a telephone
on his desk. That was the type of treat-
ment accorded him; a man who I believed
was carrying out a job as he thought it
should be done.

There has been mention-and I want
to make it quite clear that I am fully
aware he lost his position while the Labor
Governmenit was In office-that he was a
member of the Labor Party. I honestly
believe that the fact that Superintendent
Daniels was a member of the Labor Party
did not come Into this matter at all.

It has been mentioned-and I hope I
am not misquoting the Minister for
Police-that the Labor Government re-
viewed the s~tuattion of Superintendent
Daniels and rejected him. It is rmy belief
the Labor Party did not have any feeling
one way or the other, but that his posi-
tion was reviewed by his peers in the
force who obviously, in their opinion,
found him wanting, because of the treat-
ment he received. It is also my interpreta-
tion of events that the people who tried
him were the people who might have been
subject to criticism because of the action
taken by Superintendent Daniels. Those
who accused him were also Judging himn.

When Superintendent Daniels was in
charge of the Perth Central Police Station
he conducted a drive to close massage
parlours. He used uniformed branch men
to carry out the check on the massage
parlours. When he was removed from office
a statement appeared in The West Austra-
lian of the 24th November, 1973, attributed
to the Acting Assistant Commissioner. Mr
Leitch. Several reasons were given for
having the drive on massage parlours
stopped. The first reason was that too
many policemen were involved. I am not
competent to Judge on that, but if they
were doing the work in the normal course
of their duties I fail to see any validity
in that reason. Another reason was that
the taking of men's names and addresses
outside brothels was a departure from the
usual methods used by the Police against
prostitution. It appears that Mr Leitch
must have had second thoughts on this
matter. Apparently when Superintendent

Daniels was doing his Job he was wrong.
Now, however, the police not only take
names, but also have used videotape equip-
ment to film the men involved.

Another excuse was that the work had
always been the province of the plain-
clothes CIB men who found it difficult to
get enough evidence,

I find it is rather hard to follow. In
one case the police were able to get evi-
dence against a married woman who was
operating in a suburb. From the reports
which appeared in the papers, she was
obviously operating with the consent and
knowledge of her husband.

The police could get evidence in this
case, but as regards the two establishments
which, to my knowledge, have been operat-
ing virtually freely and openly since 1971,
no information could be obtained. In one
instance I heard of a party of visitors from
Singapore, and, as soon as they hit Perth.
they gave the name and address of this es-
tablishment and wanted to know where it
was. This was the one in William Street.
So I find it hard to believe that the Cm
had difficulty obtaining the necessary evi-
dence. For this reason, and because of my
faith and belief in Superintendent Daniels,
I feel the terms of reference that the
Government has finally decided upon are
a little narrow.

Mr Bertram: Absurd!
Mr STEPHENS: The terms of reference

are all in the past tense, and they all re-
late to allegations made. This gives no
opportunity to open up any new evidence
that might have come forward had the
terms of reference been a little wider. In
fact, my reading of the terms of reference
led me to believe that they were an en-
deavour to "Get Spike Daniels".

Mr Davies: I am sure of it.
Mr STEPHENS: I believe it would be

preferable to have wider terms of refer-
ence. I do not say that I agree fully with
the termns of reference proposed in this
motion, but I will be supporting them
because I believe they are preferable to
those decided on by the Government.

Certain points should be known. We
should know who owns the buildings being
used for prostitution, who controls the
game, and at what level decisions are
made.

With those few remarks I indicate that
I intend to support the motion. However,
I do this mainly because of my faith and
confidence in Superintendent Daniels, a
confidence which is echoed quite clearly in
the electorate I represent, and particularly
in that portion in which he has served on
two or three occasions.

Mr Davies: Very pertinent.

AM J1. T. TONKIN (Melville-Leader of
the Opposition) [1.03 am.): since this
motion was moved the Government, after
declaring that a Royal Commission was a
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waste of money and unnecessary, decided
to appoint one, but unfortunately in my
view, with very limited and restricted terms
of reference, and which by no means satis-
flea the undertaking which the Deputy
Premier, on behalf of the Liberal Party,
gave to the people of this State before the
last State election.

I have here a copy of the Liberal Party
news release from its information centre.
This particular release was from the
Deputy Leader of the Liberal Party (Mr
D. H. O~eil), and I quote-

After the elections on March 30, the
Liberal Party will move Immediately
for a parliamentary select committee
of inquiry into a Police Department
Policy on so called massage parlours In
Western Australia.

The Party Is both dissatisfied and
disturbed at the attitude of the Min-
ister for Police (Mr Thompson) who
appears to have discouraged official
interest in activities of these estab-
lishments.

Quite a good deal more follows, but It Is
not particularly relevant to the point I am
making. The Liberal Party proposed the
following terms of reference--and I suggest
members should compare these terms of
reference with the very restricted terms set
out for the Royal Commission which the
Government has appointed-

(1) To examine all Police files relating
to the operation of so called
massage parlours and similar
establishments during the term of
office of Mr Thompson as Minister
for Police, or for any additional
period deemed to be relevant.

(2) To determnine whether, by minis-
terial direction, or by any other
direction, proper police Interest in
massage parlours was inhibited or
restricted in any way.

(3) To examine the operation of so
called massage parlours and sim-
ilar establishments, and report on
the functions performed.

(4) To determine whether these func-
tions constitute a breach of exist-
Ing law and whether, In fact, they
constitute the practice of prostitu-
tion or sexual perversion.

(5) To make recommendations on-
(a) Whether the continued ex-

istence of so called massage
parlours is justified.

(b) If so, whether a strict
licensing system should be
introduced to control their
establishment,

(c) What conditions and func-
tions should be prescribed
as being permissible for any
premises so licensed.

(d) What steps should be taken,
If any, to ensure that police
action end enquiry into such

premises is free of unwar
ranted interference, In orde
that the public Interest b
fully protected.

For a very long time, the police hay
had a good reputation for a firm an
discreet handling of enquiries an
prosecutions relating to these matteri

We don't want that reputatoa
affected by any form of Interference.

Now members can see that the terms 0
reference of the Royal Commission pres
ently appointed fall very far Short of thi
firm undertaking given by the Libera
Party.

One of the main points I made whei
introducing this motion for a Royal Corn
mission was that some of the madam
were able to continue to control brothel
for some time with impunity, wherca
others were closed up by the police almos
as soon as they started. I suggested tha
there was a liaison between certain madam
and certain policemen.

I received a request from a woman 1,
Appleoross because she had some infor
mation she wished to convey to me re,
garding the proposal for a Royal Commis.
sion. I suggested that she come up U
my office In Parliament House, but shi
said she would rather not do that an(
asked to meet me somewhere eise. I askec
her where she lived, and she told me. 1
said that as it happened I had to attenc
a funeral the next Monday and thatI
could call in at her house on the way tc
the funeral.

Now because of the interest In this mat-
ter of Mr Archie Marshall of the Civi
Liberties Association, from time to tim(
we have checked up on information whith
came into his or my possession. He hap-
pened to ring me to say that he had re-
ceived an Invitation to call on a certair
woman in Applecross. When he mentioned
the address, I said, "Well I have received
an invitation too, so it would be a good
Idea if we went together", and we did
this.

Now either somebody tipped off the
police that we were going to this house.
or else certain Police have been travelling
up and down this street. It so happened
that Detectives Wick, Grove, and Drum-
mond drove Past this Place In Applecross
while Marshall and I were there, because
the next day the three of them called on
the lady for the purpose of delivering a
witness summons. I was not aware that
there were so many personnel In the Police
Department that three police officers could
be spared to deliver a witness summons.

These detectives referred the lady to the
fact that I had been there the day before.
it was clear that somebody Informed the
Minister I had been there because on
Tuseday, the 4th November, when a dis-
cussion was taking place in this House
regarding this subject, I1 said, "You would
be surprised." The Minister then said,
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"So would you. I could ask you certain
questions right now."

I then said, "Did you get a message f romn
Carpenter yesterday", to which the Minis-
ter replied, "No. Did you go to Simnpson
Street on the 20th October?" Well, that
was the precise day and the street to
which I went to visit this lady. Obviously
someone had been passing on to the
Minister information about my movements
in connection with the interest I had
shown about an inquiry into prostitution.

Two days after I had been to this place
I received information-it was supposed
to have come from a prostitute who would
not give her name-that Dorrie Flatman
had told her that she-Dorrie Flatman-
had asked Carpenter to tell O'Connor that
Tonkin had been to Simpson Street to see
a woman called Ingrid.

Mr O'Connor: That is not the source
from which I received information, nor
have I seen either of them.

Mr Laurance: It should all be put down
as a declaration of members' interests.

Mr Davies: That is why they threw the
Bill out over there-they do not want to
tell us their interests.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: All through my in-
Quiries-and I must say I have a great
deal more information than I had at the
time I moved the motion-I received In-
formation volunteered by police and women
who are engaged in this business and who
are incensed at the favourable treatment
some receive against others.

Mr O'Connor: Could I just ask you a
question? You say you got that infor-
mation from an anonymous person.

Mr J, T. TONKCIN: No, the person who
gave it to me was not anonymous, but he
told me that the woman from whom he
obtained it would not give her name.

Mr Sibson: Here we go again!
Mr J. T. TONKIN: The other evening

when the Minister was speaking, the mem-
ber for Clontarf interjected that that was
the way the police operated-on hearsay.
I said that there was substance in the
comment of the member for Clontart, and
I say it again. I have proof that the
police act on hearsay. They do not care
whether information is second hand,
third hand, or fourth hand. They will
go to extreme lengths to test it out.

Mr O'Connor: Do You think we should
be irresponsible enough to go on hearsay
and bring matters up in this House?

Mr J. T. TONKIN: Well, the police are
doing it.

Mr O'Connor: I am talking about mem-
bers of Parliament.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: No, I think we should
have some evidence, and I am going to
give it to the House.

Mr Coy ne: And responsibility.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: There has been a
brothel at 6 and 8 Forbes Road.

Mr O'Connor: Where is that? What
suburb?

Mr J. T. TONKIN: Just a6 little north
of Perth-not far from Newcastle Street.

Mr Orewar: Have you been there?
Mr J1. T. TONKIN: In this area there

are premises known as Industrial Dry
Cleaners-

Mr Hartrey: Light industry!
Mr J. T. TONKIN: -in which, I under-

stand, Kimberley Finance has an Interest
and also, one, Devereaux. These premises
abutted on the brothels of 6 and 8 Forbes
Road. My information is that there was
an arrangement that these brothels could
operate only after 6.00 p.m., because they
had no toilets and were using the toilets
of Industrial Dry Cleaners. A very nice
arrangement!

Mr Laurance: A very clean arrangement.
Mr J. T. TONKIN: It would be futile

for those associated with these buildings
at 6 and 8 Forbes Road to say they were
unaware they were being used as brothels
when they could not be used until 0.00
P.m., when the People working in Indus-
trial Dry Cleaners, associated with Alpine
Laundries, had gone home from work.

Mr Clarko: Does this place a new mean-
ing on the expression, "I have been taken
to the cleaners"?

Mr J. T. TONKIN: So, there is a nice
little group there. The only other refer-
ence I wish to make is to the effect that
I received an invitation to go to a board-
ing house in Stirling Street. It was op-
posite a brothel.

Mr Laurance: Are there any you have
not been to?

Mr J. T. TONKIN: The boarding house
keeper told me she had written to the
Minister three times, by certified mail,
and that he had replied to her letters
undertaking to call on her to discuss the
matter. She had complained about these
brothels operating right across the street,
and although she complained month after
month, no action was taken.

Mr O'Connor: How long ago did she
claim to have written the certified let-
ters?

Mr J. T. TONKIN: I think it was a
matter of six to eight months.

Mr O'Connor: Would you be Prepared
to provide the woman's name in confidence
after the sitting? I ask that because I do
not recollect receiving the letters.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: I was further told
that detectives actually called at the
brothel and told the woman operat-
ing there that the boarding house keeper
across the road had complained about its
existence; yet still no action was taken.
What happens generally in these cases is
that when the Police decide to take action,
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they do not take it against the madam;
they telephone the madam and say. "You
had better send along a couple of girls."

Mr Hartrey: Like the old SP betting
shops; they used to send along the ticket
holders.

Mr J, T. TONKIN: Yes, it Is Just like
the old SP' days. So, a couple of girls go
along and must pay the penalty, while the
madam running the place does so with-
out punishment.

Mr Hartrey: The JP in Kalgoorlie has
stopped that; he insists that the madam
be brought along as well.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: The Minister has
made some play of the fact that some
of the information I have is second hand
or third hand and therefore can be dis-
regarded. Here is something right from
the horse's mouth: A gentleman by the
name of Mills who at present is in the
north told me he had been working for
United Amusements of 314 Walcott Street.
Mt. Lawley.

The firm sold a Jukebox to a brothel in
K~algoorlie; the woman in charge of the
brothel at the time was a Mona Demenco,
subsequently known as Mona Maxwell.
This Jukebox was sold under warranty and
he was obliged every month to call to
service the jukebox.

Mr O'Connor: Wouldn't It play?
Mr Jamieson: That Is what you call a

slut machine.
Mr J. T. TONKIN: When he did, he

would spend several hours there In com-
pany with policemen-

Mr Hartrey: Who were they serving?
Mr J. T. TONKIN: -one of whom was

Dennis Wilkinson.
Mr O'Connor: When was this?
Mr J. T. TONKIN: It might come out

as I tell the story. He said that on one
occasion he went up there at the time of
the goldfields round and he had difficulty
In obtaining accommodation. So, the
madam offered him accommodation in the
brothel. On this Particular night a, re-
quest came from the Police station that
she had better send along two girls and,
according to Mills, the madam obeyed.

He thought this was not a good way of
running things, so he approached TVW
Channel 7 and told It the story. The
channel sent a cameraman out to his
Plate and took a film, and he told the re-
porter what he has told me. 'He said that
he waited to see If the programme would
be shown, and when It was not he con-
tacted the station inquiring the reason for
the delay. He said that he was told the
matter was too hot to handle.

In an endeavour to check this out I got
In touch with Channel 7 myself; a search
was made and the person to whom I had
spoken came back to me with the
answer that he could not find any record
of the Interview. However, he did
not say that it had not taken place.

Mills assured me more than once that this
Is what happened. He said that Mona
would ring the policeman; the poliee
man who was there with him at one time
used to tell him of some of the proce-
dures Involved in checking the new girls
who were coming there to work; the police-
men generally supervised the operations.

He said that on one occasion a tele-
phone rang; It was the Kalgoorlie Police
Station requesting Mona to send two girls
to the station. At the time, Mills was
residing at 47 Wundowie Avenue, Yakine.
I now have the period: At the time. Mr
Craig was the Minister for Police. Mills
told me that one of the reasons he ap-
proached Channel 7 was that Mr Craig
made a statement-I remember reading it
-that he did not know any brothels
existed in Kalgoorlie.

In view of the time, 1 do not propose to
go any further. But I say that the present
Royal Commission, with its limited terms
of reference, will not enable a proper exa-
mination to be made of this problem; it
Is essential that we have regard to all the
Information available.

There are others; for example, Super-
intendent Daniels, whom the member for
Stirling claims to know very well, has set
out his own experiences with regard to
the fact that some of these people seem
to have Protection, I have requested per-
mission to give information to the Royal
Commission; I have not been advised yet
whether or not I will be pernitted to do so.

All I can do, of course, is simply to
relate the information which has been
volunteered to me, some of it on the tele-
phone by women who refused to give their
names, and some of whom were afraid for
their lives; they thought they would get
shot if certain people traced back to them
the Information they were Supplying to
me.

Some policemen have written to me say-
ing that they do not want to continue
to carry the brunt for the members of the
Police Force Who are not behaving them-
selves properly. I think the entire sltua-
tion warrants a thorough inquiry, and I
trust the House will agree to appoint one.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result-

Mr Barnett
Mr Bateman
Mr Bertram
Mr B. T. Burke
Mr T. J1. Burke
Mr Davies
Mr Fletoher
Mr Hlartrey

Mr Blalkie
Sir Charles Court
Mr Cowan
Mr Corne
Mr G3rayden
Mr Grewar
Mr P. V. Jones
Mr McPharlln
Mr Mensaros
Mr O'Connor

Ayes-li5
Mr Jam Leson
Mr Skidmore
Mr Stephens
Mr Taylor
Mlr A. it. T'onkin
Mr J1. T. Tonkin
Mr Moiler

(Telfler)

Noes-19
Mr Old
Mr a'NeS
Mr Ruahton
Mr Shalders
Mr Sihaca
Mr Tubby
Mr Watt
Mr Young
Mr C1lerks

freller)
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Paffs
Ayes Nos

Mr H. D). Evans Mr Ridge
Mr Harman Mrs Craig
Mr M~ver Mr Laurane
Mr T. D. Evans Mr Crane
Mr Canr Mr Thompson
Mr Bryce Mr Na~novteb
Mr T. IL Jones Mr Sodeinan
Question thus negatived.
Motion defeated.
The SPEAKR: I advise the House that

we have reached the stage where the busi-
ness on the notice paper has been com-
pleted and we now await advice regarding
messages and Bills from another place.

At this Juncture I would ask the Pre-
mier if he would care to proceed with the
formalistic style of procedure which could
be followed now instead of at a later stage.

CLOSE OF SESSION
Comnplimentary Remarks

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands-
Premier) [1.33 a.m.1: We have, as you
have stated, Mr Speaker, completed the
business on our notice paper and all we
have to await are the fateful messages
from another place.

I take this opportunity to convey to you
our good wishes for the coming festive
season. It is still a way off but time
marches on very quickly. A few weeks will
go by and we will be right in the middle
of Christmas. I would like to thank you.
Mr Speaker, on behalf of all those who
sit with me on the way you have con-
ducted the proceedings. It has not always
been easy. You have conducted the pro-
ceedings with great dignity and firmness
that is necessary in this very onerous task
and you have done this at a time when
parliamentary proceedings are very much
under challenge; and as far as our side is
concerned we are grateful that you have
seen fit to conduct the proceedings as you
have.

This session has been quite unusual in
more ways than one, and one thing I would
like to refer to on this occasion Is the f af
that Sir David Brand found It necessary,
on account of Ill health, to retire. We now
have the situation where his successor in
the seat of Greenough has joined us very
late In the session, so he has not had a
chance to make his maiden speech, but in
due course we will have a chance formally
to welcome him to this place. He follows
after a man who has left his mark for all
time in this place, both as a person and
in respect of his performance.

On behalf of my colleagues I would also
like to convey my thanks to the Clerks, to
the Sergeant-at-Arms, to Hansard, and to
our friend the policeman in the gallery who
always seems to be on tap without making
any noise about it, and also to our friends
In the Press Gallery. They are all part of
this institution.

This occasion, of course, has very special
significance, because this is the last sitting
of the Parliament when the Clerk of the
Legislative Assembly (Joss Bartlett) will
be in his position, as he is retiring soon.
Joss Barlett was here long before I became
a member. He looked a little more fresh-
faced and youthful when I first arrived,
but he has always had that grin, and I
want to say a very big "Thank you" to
him because he, like so many people be-
fore him, has served In that position as
Clerk in a way that is quite remarkable-
always with a degree of detachment-and
regardless of whether one is in Govern-
merit or In Opposition one always felt one
could take one's procedural and other
problems to him and obtain sound and
impartial advice. I would like him to
know that we all wish him well in retire-
ment. He seems f ar too Young to retire.
I found myself referring to him earlier
today as "Young Joss" and I realised I
was, getting older, but he always seems
young to me.

Mr Bartlett, every good wish for the
future, and thank you for all you have
done in preserving the dignity needed In
the office you have fulfilled.

To Mr Edmondson, and his wife, and his
staff we convey our thanks. They move
about this place, make sure it is always
in good order when we arrive, and make
sure that what we need is always provided.
They are often unsung and forgotten, and
I would like them to know that we Join
in conveying our felicitations and thanks
to them.

May I also refer to the fact that we
have, of course, the Clerk Assistant (Mr
Okely) and the Sergeant-at-Arms (Mr
Thornber), and we will be able to say
more about them next time we meet be-
cause of the changes that will take place;
but in the meantime we would like them
to accept our good wishes and our con-
gratulations. I know 'they will fill their
respective duties with the same dedication
they have in the past and this will be to
the betterment of this Parliament.

To my own Deputy Premier I extend
my thanks for carrying more than his
fair share of the burden right through-
out the session, but he has carried it with
cheerful loyalty. He must have the longest
index of all time with the number of Bills
he has had to handle. However, he does
it very well and I say, "ThMank you" to
him for his support.

My thanks also go to the Leader of the
Country Party, the Minister for Agri-
culture, and also to my colleagues, not
forgetting the very loyal band of back
benchers who, in having to sit behind a
Government, have to suff er more than they
would if they were in Opposition.

I extend to you, Mr Speaker, on behalf
of all members our thanks, and our felici-
tations to you and to your family for the
coming festive season and for 1976.
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M4R J. T. TONKIN (Melville-Leader of
the Opposition) [1.38 a.m.): We have
reached the stage of the session which all
members of Parliament, irrespective of the
side on which they sit, are glad to reach,
but I think it can be truly said that those
on the Government side have more pleas-
ure at having reached this stage, and al-
though Christmas is still some little time
off, on behalf of those I have the honour
to lead on this side of the House I wish
to express to you, Mr Speaker, our very
best wishes for a merry Christmas and at
happy and prosperous New Year.

Also I want to say that I have no reason
to withdraw or modify in any way what
I said last year upon your appointment
as Speaker, when I was speaking in similar
circumstances. You have had some
awkward situations with which to cope,
and I felt that you showed a disposition
to deal with those situations but not
always to our satisfaction. I felt that you
honestly tried to do what you considered
was the right and proper thing in the cir-
cumstances, and no man can be expected
to do more than that. Therefore I want
to thank you for your efforts in that re-
gard.

I would like, also, to express our thanks
to the Clerk and his assistant, to the other
members of the staff of the House, and
to the Sergeant-at-Arms, all of whom
have given attention to their duties with
diligence and with a desire to help.

Mr Bartlett was here before I came, so
that will indicate the length of time he has
been here.

Mr O'Neil: He must have been a babe
In arms!

Mr J. T. TONKIN: Right from the first
day I had occasion to talk to him I found
him most co-operative, and he Is a very
efficient officer. Although this will be the
last time he will be seen In the position
he now occupies-hbe will be vacating his
position in a few days--I would like him
to know that he has my very goodwill and
esteem. It is not always that one is in
a Position to state quite frankly how one
feels about a person, but this is an occa-
sion when I have no inhibitions at all,
and I can say to Mr Bartlett, "Well done,
thou good and faithful servant."

I would also like to extend to Mr Ed-
mondson and to his wife and to the staff
of Parliament House our thanks for the
way they carry out their duties. The con-
stable in the gallery has a silent job, but
he goes about it efficiently and effectively
arnd does what is expected of him quite
unostentatiously. The Hansard staff, I
think, deserves special mention, because
they have no say at all In the hours they
are called upon to work. They have to
work the hours the Premler decides they
will have to be here and that is why they
are here now. The Premier may have de-
cided it Is getting late and that we
should come back next week. That would,

perhaps, have lightened their burden.
However, they perform their duties without
complaint. That has always been my ex-
perience: that they are here to do the Job
which is expected of them, and although
they may complain to one another or to
others, never at any time have they com-
plained to me.

I would like to express to the Premier
and his Ministers my appreciation of the
courtesies extended to me and the co-
operation that has been available whenever
I have sought it; and that is something
that makes for the good working of the
House. Although we can differ very strongly
in our views and sometimes we are on the
verge of losing our tempers, nevertheless
I think we can appreciate those courtesies
and that spirit of co-operation which we
seek and which we get.

I would like to thank my Deputy Leader
for his loyal and strong support in the
work I have had to do and all my col-
leagues around him who have carried out
any task I have entrusted to them. They
have generally supported me In the atti-
tude which I felt was necessary to adopt,

A special "Thank you" to the Whip,
whose task is a difficult one. When a man
has to deal with a number of members of
Parliament of different temperaments his
path is not smooth or easy.

It calls for quite an amount of diplomacy
and sometimes for a little strength whibch
must be exercised carefully, otherwise we
could soon have a nice bit of trouble around
our cars. I want to say to the Whip that
I have appreciated the way he has been
able to carry out the work he has had to
do.

Although from time to time I have occa-
sion to complain that members of the
media are a bit biased in their treatment,
nevertheless I realise that they do not have
the final say in what ultimately appears
in the Paper or does not appear In the
paper. They have a job to do. They spend
long hours at their work which they do
assiduously. On behalf of those who are
with me I express to them thanks for their
eff orts, and I wish them a very merry
festive season.

Mr Speaker, you will appreciate that
most members are anxious to get away to
bed, as Indeed I am. Therefore, I do not
propose to speak at any greater length. I
am speaking on behalf of all members on
this side of the House, Including those
with whom you might have had some
differences. In the spirit of Christmas any
heartburning which might have been ex-
perienced is forgotten and on their behalf
and my own I wish 'You and your good
wife a very merry Christmas and a happy
and prosperous New Year.

Several members: Hear, hear!

THE SPEAKER (Mr Hutchinson): I feel
sorely tempted to take my full 45 minutes.
I can imagine members writhing under the
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-punishment. However, I have thought
about It and resolved not to do so.

I would like to thank the Premier and the
Leader of the Opposition for their remarks.
It Is true that the session has been reason-
ably diffcult and there have been in-
cidents during it which have caused some
beartburnlng but, by and large, one must
expect something of that sort to occur. My
only hope Is that members will try to take
the long view and try to refrain from
locking horns too much each with the
other and avoid any fierce clashes which
sometimes can follow.

As Speaker I find myself in a lonely job.
In many ways the position does not have a
great deal to recommend it although It Is
one of trust and honour. I do the best I
can and as fairly as I can.

I want to thank all the officers and staff
of the Legislative Assembly and all those
who work in association with us, Including
the Press;, and I take the opportunity to
wish them all the very best for the festive
season.

1, too, want to comment on the retire-
ment of Joss Bartlett as Clerk of this Legis-
lative Assembly. As has been said, Joss
Bartlett has been here for a long period-
for almost 48 years. He came here as a
messenger boy in. I think, August, 1929,
and at that stage he was not quite 14. His
father had died some three years Previously
and he and his mother and older brother
had a great job to bring up a good family;
and his whole life has been dedicated to
his work at Parliament, and to looking
after his family. He has done both jobs
exceedingly well.

I have known him for mnany years. he
has been a friend of mine. We were to-
gether, in RAAF Bomber Command a]-
though not In the same squadron, and
his was a distinguished war service.

As a Clerk and Officer of Parliament he
Is a most knowledgeable man. His under-
standing of Standing Orders Is wide and
deep. He knows them almost like the back
of his hand and fortunately he is on Intim-
ate terms with that learned gentleman, Sir
Erskine May.

We are all going to be very sorry to see
him go; but I do not think any of us need
have regrets on his behalf because he
will not be displeased at leaving us. I think
he Is looking forward to his retirement.

In any ease, as Speaker of the House, I
wish to convey to Mr Bartlett and his wile
and family, the very best wishes of this
'House for a long and happy retired life.

Several members: Hear, hear?
The SPEAKER: Now we have only a

few, I trust untrammelled, messages from
another place with which to deal. Once
again I thank members of the Government
and the Opposition for the courtesies and
kindnesses they have shown me during the
past year.

Sitting suspended from 1.53 to 4.07 a.m.

BILL S (5): RETURNED
1. Appropriation Bill (Consolidated

Revenue Fund).
2. Constitution Acts Amendment Bill

(No. 3).
3, Appropriation Bill (General Loan

Fund).
4. Reserves Bill.
5. Loan Eil.

Bills returned from the Council with-
out amendment.

FAMILY COURT BILL
Council's Message

message from the Council received and
read notifying- that It had agreed to the
further amendment made by the Assembly.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE:
SPECIAL

SEER CHARLES COURT (Nedlands--
Premier) [ 4.08 a.mi.]J- I move-

That the House at Its rising adjourn
until a date and time to be fixed by
the Speaker.

Question Put and passed.
House adjourned at 4.09 aim. (Friday).
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